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In accordance with the usual published notice, the forty-first 
annual meeting of the Association was held on May 29, 1894, at 
noon, in Pilgrim Hall, Boston. Samuel Johnson, Esq., the first 
Vice-President, presided. Prayer was offered by Rev. Joshua 
Coit. The records of the last annual meeting having been 
printed and circulated, the usual vote dispensing with the read- 
ing of them was passed. 

Messrs. Pratt, Quint, and Strong were appointed by the chair 
as a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year. While 
this committee was out an election of new members by ballot was 
held, and the following gentlemen were added to the Association : 



David H. Andrews 

Rev. Wolcott Calkins, DiD. 

Rev. Edward L. Clark, D.D. 

Rev. Edward C. Ewing 

George M. Fiske . 

Hon. Hamilton A. Hill . 

Phineas Hubbard 

Pres. Wm. J. Tucker, D.D. 



Newton Centre. 

Newton. 

Boston. 

Danvers. 

Auburndale. 

Boston. 

Cambridge. 

Hanover, N. H. 



The annual report of the Directors then was read by the 
Librarian in their behalf, and it was accepted and referred to the 
Directors, with authority to print. 

The annual report of the Treasurer then was presented by 
that officer, Mr. A. S. Lovett, and the same disposition was made 
of it 



The committee to nominate officers of the Association then 

reported the following list of names, which was at once elected by 

ballot 

President, 

Samuel Johnson, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Charles C. Burs, Auburndale. 

Rev. William M. Taylor, D.D., New York, N.Y. 

Directors. 

Rev. Alonzo H. Quint, D.D., Dover, N. H. 

Rev. Nathaniel G. Clark, D.D., West Roxbury. 

Marquis F. Dickinson, Boston. 

Edward A. Studley, Boston. 

S. Brainard Pratt, Boston. 

Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Roxbury. 

Hon. William H. Hodgkins, Somerville. 

Rev. Elijah Horr, D.D., Worcester. 

Thomas Todd, Concord. 

Wm. F. Richardson, Boston. 

Corydon M. Whittlesey, West Newton. 

William O. Blaney, Roxbury. 

Samuel B. Capen, Jamaica Plain. 

Rev. De Witt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 

Henry E. Cobb, Newton. 

William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 

Hon. James M. W. Hall, Cambridge. 

Mortimer B. Mason, Boston. 

Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Danvers. 

G. Henry Whitcomb, Worcester. 

Rev. Henry A. Hazen, D.D., Auburndale. 

Rev. A. E. Dunning, D.D., Jamaica Plain. 

George P. Smith, Roxbury. 

Hon. Jonathan A. Lane, Boston. 

Rkv. Nehemiah Boynton, D.D., Boston. 

William A. Paine, Roxbury. 

Arthur C. Farley, Auburndale. 
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Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Treasurer. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Roxbury. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 

Auditor. 
Alonzo C. Tenney, Chelsea. 



The oath of office then was administered to the Secretary, as 
is certified thus : 

Suffolk, ss. Boston, May 29, 1894. 

Then personally appeared Morton Dexter, who had been chosen Secretary 
of the American Congregational Association, and made oath that he would 
faithfully perform the duties of his office. 

Before me, 

Thomas Todd, Justice of the Peace. 



There being no more business, the meeting then dissolved. 

Morton Dexter, Secretary. 



FORTY-FIRST REPORT 



OF THE 



American Congregational Association. 



One year ago, when we met in this hall for the fortieth 
anniversary and found that our President was temporarily absent 
from the city, little did any one foresee that his familiar presence 
at the annual meeting had been enjoyed for the last time. Never 
before, since his election in 1886, had Rufus S. Frost failed from 
any cause to be in his seat and to preside at this service. That 
seat is one of the many places of honor and trust which knew him 
here and which will know him no more, inasmuch as the Master of 
the feast has entered with his word of authority, " Friend, go up 
higher." Elsewhere in this report the Directors give expression to 
their gratitude for his past services to this Society and to their 
appreciation of his personal worth. 

THE FINANCES. 

The year which is closing has been one of clouds and dark- 
ness to nearly all benevolent enterprises, but it has not passed 
without some causes for encouragement and some increment of 
resources for the work we are called to do. It was announced 
a year ago that notice of four legacies had been received, amount- 
ing in all to $28,000. Of this sum, about $25,000 has already 
been paid into the treasury. Mr. Joseph Henry Stickney, of Balti- 
more, bequeathed to this Association $15,000, the largest amount 
we have ever received except the $25,000 which Mr. Samuel 
Hitchcock gave for fitting up the Library. Mr. Stickney belonged 
to the advance guard of Congregationalism, not only by his local 
habitation in an outpost of the border States, but especially by the 
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conviction to which he held so firmly that our denominational 
enterprises ought to be enrolled under the Congregational banner. 
Having proved his faith by his works throughout a long and hon- 
ored life, he embodied the same in his last will and testament, 
which is doing more than many learned disquisitions could do 
to acquaint the world with the practical benefits of Congrega- 
tionalism. Our own Society has never been ashamed of its 
denominational name. Beginning as the Congregational Library 
Association, it soon enlarged its scope to the idea of a Congrega- 
tional Home. Just thirty years ago at this time it became the 
American Congregational Association, and entered upon the work 
of securing funds for a Congregational House, as well as for the 
Library. Mr. Stickney took an intelligent interest in both these 
projects. He entered into the popular movement of our jubilee 
year, and contributed fifty dollars, in addition to a previous five 
dollars, becoming thus an Honorary Life Director. Of the large 
amount which he has finally intrusted to our hands, $10,000 was 
designated for the reduction of the debt on the House and $5,000 
for the purchase of books for the Library. Both sums have been 
paid in cash without a word of objection or controversy. The 
amount of the mortgage upon the Congregational House, held by 
the Provident Institution for Savings, has been diminished during 
the current year by $10,000 from the source just mentioned, also 
by $2,000, the excess of rentals above expenditures — that is, from 
$165,000 to $153,000. A legacy of $2,000 just paid over from the 
estate of Mrs. Mary A. Blood, of Boston, will occasion another 
welcome subtraction. Since we all cherish the vision of a worthy 
and suitable home, which, we trust, is to cover this site in the not 
distant future, let us stir up ourselves and our friends to follow 
these good examples, remembering also that he who gives early 
gives twice. 

Dr. Langworthy's legacy is to be available only in its income, 
and that for the benefit of the Library, not the House. Some 
delay in receiving the securities of this bequest has been occa- 
sioned by the fact that they are invested in the Western States. 
The whole has not yet come into our possession. This is through 
no fault of the executor, who is using his best endeavors to this 
end, and has already paid over in cash and securities nearly $8,000 
of the $10,000 bequeathed ; but the question at once arises whether 



the funds which are from time to time put into our charge may not 
be most profitably used in enterprises near home, whose ups and 
downs can be readily followed, even though a lower rate of interest 
is returned. It is the unanimous sentiment of the Finance Com- 
mittee and the Treasurer that such a policy ought to be pursued. 
Although the securities we hold are but few and small at present, 
it is worth while to establish a precedent in favor of soundness 
which will act as a sheet anchor in future. 

It may not be apparent without reflection how it is that an 
enterprise like ours would be affected by the financial stress unless 
by a loss of tenants, which, fortunately, we were not called on to 
experience. But in these days the interlacing of interests is so 
minute and constant in all departments of business that depression 
quickly spreads itself through the whole. Early in the financial 
year we received notice from the Provident Institution for Savings 
that the rate of interest on the mortgage would be increased from 
four to five per cent. An option of four and a half per cent for 
three years was offered, and the Finance Committee, after due 
deliberation, decided to take this latter horn of the dilemma. 
There was thus entailed an additional charge of $825 a year. 
The reduction of principal explained above has already brought 
this increase of interest down to about $750 per year. 

At the same time the Roxbury Carpet Company has renewed 
its lease at an advance of $400 per year, and hence the net result 
is not so unfavorable as it might have been. It is well to note 
that this lease was not granted until the party of the second part 
had consented to the incorporation of the following clause : 

In cue the lessor, or its successors or assigns, should conclude to take 
down said building for the purpose of rebuilding, it or they shall have the right 
to terminate this lease by giving to the lessee or its successors or assigns not 
less than three months' notice, in writing, of its or their intention so to do. 

This brings us back to the perennial question of 

A NEW CONGREGATIONAL HOUSE. 

The movements of real estate in this vicinity continue, and 
our neighbors are either agitating or executing various plans for 
building and rebuilding. At present it seems to the Directors 



10 

that the Fabian policy of delay is thrust upon us by the necessities 
of the situation, while yet we hold firmly to the opinion which 
these reports have so often expressed — that as soon as the con- 
ditions point to a hopeful issue we ought to arise and build. At 
the same time we must not refuse to face the complicated elements 
of the problem before us. If we are to put up a great office build- 
ing the competition from other such enterprises, some of which are 
likely to be not far from this corner, makes the question of a 
profitable return for so heavy an investment an exceedingly 
grave one. On the other hand, if we build a house less preten- 
tious in size, commodious enough to supply the present and future 
needs of our growing denominational interests, but providing for 
only a few outside tenants, we come no nearer to an assurance of 
a sound business policy ; for even in that case an outlay is incurred 
for the new house which we could not expect to fall within $200,000, 
representing an interest charge of some $2,000 per annum in addi- 
tion to the present demands ; and we ought not to lay this burden, 
in the shape of increased rent, on our benevolent societies, upon 
whom the calls for enlargement of their proper work are so 
imperious and persistent. 

Nevertheless if we take the third course and let things rest as 
they are, this only postpones the change which must inevitably 
come; for neither in quality or quantity is the Congregational 
House adequate to the needs or conformable to the aims of our 
great denomination of Christians. There is a fourth possibility, 
for which we may well pray and even labor. There are some 
thoughtful Congregation alists of broad and far-reaching vision 
whom Providence has blessed with ample resources, and who 
regard themselves as truly stewards of these means of useful- 
ness. The tendencies of our age and the lessons of experience 
unite to emphasize the wisdom of establishing and maintaining 
not only societies, but institutions of permanent good. On every 
side we see libraries endowed, hospitals founded, colleges and 
seminaries enlarged in their productive power. Our own Asso- 
ciation stands midway between the galaxy of Congregational 
societies, whose chief support must come from offerings yearly 
renewed, and the strictly educational enterprises like academies 
and public libraries. These last were never so fully equipped as 
today. It is for us, both individually and collectively, to hold up 
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before those whom it most concerns the inspiring ideal of such a 
Congregational House as ought to be, of the work it ought to do, 
of the noble privilege of planting it on a firm foundation — until 
the sacred ambition seizes them of transforming the ideal into a 
glorious reality. 

THE LIBRARY. 

As we turn now to the second part of our double function, 
which concerns the Congregational Library, we are able to report 
a gratifying progress during the current year. 

An increase is noticeable in the use of the books for purposes 
of scholarly investigation. Here it has been necessary to strike 
a mean between two opposite courses. Nominally the Library is 
for reference, not for circulation, and one clause in the by-laws 
provides that no book shall be taken out except for binding or 
repair. But this is immediately qualified by giving the Librarian 
permission to loan, on his own responsibility, any book which he 
knows can be readily replaced. It results that the circulating 
feature has become one of the privileges most valued by our pa- 
trons, for any librarian who would strain his prerogative on the 
side of refusal must have a sterner heart than the present incum- 
bent. The time may not be distant when, to avoid inconsistency, 
we may be obliged either to amend the rules or to furnish them 
with an authorized commentary. Meanwhile it is pleasant to tes- 
tify that the home use of the books is of great convenience and 
profit to some of our most thoughtful ministers and laymen, and 
that the only book known to have been lost during the past year 
was promptly replaced by the borrower. 

We would call attention to a gradual toning up in the quality 
of this collection. It is easy in these days to bring together thirty 
or forty thousand books of a miscellaneous character ; but a true 
library represents a steady growth on lines carefully chosen, and 
implies deliberate rejection as well as careful selection. A few 
years ago it was our policy to take everything that came — bat- 
tered reading books, antiquated science, and even threadbare 
novels. This course could not well be criticised at a time when 
almost the only source of additions was by donation from friends ; 
one should not look a gift horse in the mouth. Yet during that 
period it was a frequent and just complaint that, while the Library 
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professed to collect and preserve the religious history and litera- 
ture of New England, its actual contents were so disappointing. 
By means of the regular appropriation, which is now voted from 
year to year, we are strengthening these fundamental departments, 
while not neglecting certain offshoots that extend the influence 
of the collection beyond the limited circle of students of our own 
doctrine and polity. 

Among these collateral branches may be specified periodical 
literature, embracing not only religious newspapers and reviews, 
but many of the best secular magazines ; social and political sci- 
ence, a department which is increasingly valuable to all educated 
minds ; town histories and genealogies, whose intimate relation to 
our main purpose was early perceived by Dr. Langworthy ; Biblical 
science in all its branches, since we aim to be as helpful as pos- 
sible to our own students ; and the various publications of Con- 
gregational authors, since we have been accustomed from the first 
to expect the free gift of all such works to this central home. 

By reason of this last feature the Library can never become 
a purely special one, it must always retain a miscellaneous char- 
acter ; but probably no one would wish to abolish the unwritten 
law that every Congregational author should send his book or 
pamphlet hither. Much of the value of our Library is gained 
from its large collection of pamphlets ; but some of these are suf- 
fering damage, and others are almost inaccessible, through lack 
of funds for binding. Special gifts for that purpose are a great 
desideratum. Meanwhile we are making use of pamphlet cases, 
which answer for temporary needs. 

Besides the donations of books, pamphlets, and periodicals, 
which are acknowledged elsewhere, we make grateful mention of 
the gift of a large oil painting of Rev. Dr. Enoch Pond, for many 
years professor in Bangor Theological Seminary. It is a faithful 
likeness, in an elegant frame, and was presented to the Library 
by the family of Dr. Pond. 

As usual a large fraction of the appropriation has been spent 
on early Congregational and related literature. We are slowly 
and surely filling up the gaps in what is the most distinctive and 
appropriate part of our collection — the books, namely, whose 
titles form the great bibliography published by Dr. Dexter in 
1879. At that time the five hundred titles covering the period 
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before 1620 represented hardly anything but gaps in the Congre- 
gational Library ; only two books out of the five hundred were to 
be found there. There are a number of the books in that list 
which we can hardly hope to ever acquire as but two or three 
copies are known to exist, and these are in great public depos- 
itaries like the British Museum and the Bodleian ; but it is grat- 
ifying to know that the number in the Congregational Library has 
risen from two to one hundred and fifteen. Of these seventeen 
were secured during the past year. If the terminus were extended 
from 1620 to 1700 a much better showing could be made. 

In the department of recent literature we have secured sixty 
volumes, costing a hundred dollars, from the library of the late 
Professor Pease, of Andover, and all who know his habits of study 
will be persuaded of the worth of this collection. 

We think proper to specify one more book added during the 
year — the fifth volume of the Transcript of the London Stationers' 
Register^ which brings to a close the great reference work on which 
Edward Arber has been engaged for so many years. 

The whole number of volumes added to the Library during 
the past year is 963 ; of pamphlets, 635 ; of unbound numbers of 
periodicals, 1,390. Total in the Library: books, 32,758 ; pamphlets, 
58,083 ; periodicals, 38,957. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
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The Directors have heard with the most profound sorrow of the sudden 
decease of the Hon. Rufus S. Frost, President of our Association. It is not 
necessary for us to enlarge upon his qualities as a man nor upon the excellence 
of his Christian character. These were known to a great circle not only of 
personal friends but of citizens. Nor need we call special attention to the ster- 
ling integrity of his business life, in which he met with such merited success. 
In public political life, in which he was given not only high station in our own 
State but also a place in the councils of the nation, his uprightness and honor 
were conspicuous. 

In all these respects his memory will receive appropriate testimony from 
other organizations, civil and ecclesiastical, as well as from the great number of 
personal friends to whom he was endeared. 

It is for us to recall our mutually cordial personal relations, the unfailing 
courtesy, kindness, and faithfulness with which he has held office in our Asso- 
ciation, and the earnest efforts by which his service became of great value. He 
became a Director in the year 1869, and served as such until his election to the 
office of President, which took place in 1886. To the latter office he has been 
unanimously re-chosen at each election. His dignity and kindness while in the 
chair will long be remembered. It is still more to be remembered that in a 
critical time in the financial history of our Association, when vigorous efforts 
were necessary to remedy the imperiled condition of its property, the name of 
Mr. Frost was united with that of the then President, Samuel D. Warren, in a 
vote of thanks, adopted by the Association at the annual meeting in 1879, these 
being the two persons to whom the Association felt especially grateful for their 
labor and their gifts. 

The Directors feel it to be a sad privilege to put upon record their appre- 
ciation of his character and service, their affectionate regard for his memory, 
and their consciousness of the great loss which his death brings to their coun- 
cils and their work. , 

A. H. Quint. 
Morton Dexter. 
Samuel B. Capen. 



Donations of Books, Pamphlets, and Magazines. 



Volt. Pphs. Mags. 

Ackerman, H. N., West Medford i 

Alvord, Rev. H. C, Sooth Weymouth, i MS i 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y. « 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, news- 
papers 16 345 637 

American Colonization Society, Washington, D. C 1 

American Home Missionary Society, New York, N. Y 1 is 

American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y a ia 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y ia 

American Unitarian Association, Boston a 

Amherst College, Amherst 1 

Andover House Association, Boston 5 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andorer 1 

Archibald, Rer. Andrew W., D.D., Hyde Park 1 

Ashley, Rev. W. H., Shelbnrne Falls, 1 MS. 

Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y. 3 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me 1 

Barnes, Rer. H. E., D.D., North Andover 1 

Bartlett, Rer. Dana W., Salt Lake City, Utah, a MSS. 

Barton, Rer. William E., Boston 1 

Bassett, Rev. Austin B., Ware, 1 MS 1 

Bennett, Rev. H. S., Nashville, Tenn 3 

Bisbee, The Misses, Westfield 1 

Boston, City of 1 

Boston Public Library a a 

Boston School Committee a 

Boston University 1 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me a 

Bradlee, Rev. Caleb D., Longwood 1 

Bradley, Rev. Edward E., Lincoln, 1 MS. 
Bridgman, Rev. H. A., Boston, 1 MS. 

Brooklyn Library, Brooklyn, N. Y. 1 

Bruce, Rev. H. J., Satara, India 1 

Buck, Rev. E. A., Fall River 1 

Buck, George H., Chelsea 1 

Buckingham, Rev. S. G., D.D., Springfield 1 

Buffalo Historical Society, Buffalo, N. Y 1 

Cambridge Public Library 1 

Carleton College, Northfield, Minn. a 

Carpenter, Rev. C. C, Andover 5 

Chapin, Mrs. E. S., Springfield 1 

Chapin, Robert C, Beloit, Wis. 1 

Chase, Rev. J. B., Toledo, Io 3 

Chesebrough, Rev. A. S., D.D., Saybrook, Ct 1 

Cincinnati Public Library, Cincinnati, 1 



i 
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Vols. 

Civil Service Reform Association, New York, N. Y 

Cobb, Rev. William H , D.D., Newton Centre 

Coit, Rev. Joshua, Winchester, i MS. 

College of New Jersey, Princeton, N.J 

Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CoL 

Congregational Club, New Haven, Ct 

Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society, Boston . 7 

Congregational Union of England and Wales, London .... 1 

Cutter, Rev. M. M., Brookline 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H 

Davidson, Rev. J. N., Two Rivers, Wis. 1 

Davis, A. McF., Cambridge 

Deane, Rev. James, Crown Point, N. Y 

Dexter, Prof. F. B., New Haven, Ct 

Dickinson, Rev. C E., Marietta, O., newspapers. 

Dike, Rev. S. W., D.D., Auburndale 

Doane College, Crete, Neb 

Dodge, James H., Boston 1 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church, New York, N. Y 1 

Dunning, Rev. A. E., D.D., Jamaica Plain 

Duren, Deacon E. F., Bangor, Me a 

Elliot, Rev. L. H., Waterbury, Vt 

English, Rev. William F., East Windsor, Ct 

Essex Institute, Salem 

Fearing, A. C, Jr., Boston 1 

Fisher, Rev. William P., Brunswick, Me 1 

Folsom, Capt. A. A., Boston 1 

Ford, Rev. D. B., Hanover 

Francis, Rev. C. W., Atlanta, Ga. 

Gerould, Rev. S. L., Hollis, N. H 

Gibbes, Emily Oliver 1 

Giroux, Rev. L. F., Springfield 

Goodenow, Rev. Smith B., Battle Creek, Io 1 

Green, Samuel A., M.D., Boston 18 

Greene, W. L. & Co., Boston 6 

Gregg, Rev. David, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y t 

Grims, Rev. William E., D.D., Ithaca, N. Y 

Hall, Prof. Edward W., Waterville, Me 1 

Ham, John R., M.D., Dover, N. H 

Hames, E. H., Boston 

Hamilton College, Clinton, N. Y 

Hart, Rev. Burdett, D.D., New Haven, Ct. 1 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Ct 

Harvard University, Cambridge 1 

Hassam, John T., Boston 

Hastings, Rev. H. L., Boston 1 

Hayward, Rev. Silvanus, Globe Village 

Hazen, Rev. Henry A., D.D., Auburndale 1 

Hendley, Harry B., Minneapolis, Minn., 9 MSS. 

Hill, Rev. C. G., Milton 

Hill, Hon. Hamilton A., Boston 3 

Homer, Miss M. E., Cambridge 1 

Hood, Rev. George A., Newton 

Hooker, Rev. E. P., D.D., Winter Park, Fla 

Horr, Rev. Elijah, D.D., Worcester 



Pphs. Mags. 
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1 

3 



3 

1 



12 

2 



9o 
218 

z 
1 

3 
22 

2 

1 
3 
3 



33 
20X 



54 



1 

xo 

3 

x 



40 



17 

Vols. Pphs. Mags. 

Howard, Rev. M. S., Wilbraham i 

Hubbard, L. P., New York, N. Y i 

Hubbard, Rev. William B., Yankton, S. D. , a 

James, Rev. H. P., Colfax, Wn 2 

Jibara, Christophore, Syria 1 

Kelley, Arthur W., Auburndale 1 

Kent, Thomas J., Worcester 1 

Rnapp, A. M., Boston. 1 

Laurie, Rev. Thomas, D.D., Providence, R. 1 5 

Massachusetts Bible Society, Boston 3 

Massachusetts, Commonwealth of, Boston 3 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston a 

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston a 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 1 a 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston 1 

Mercantile Library, Philadelphia, Pa a 

Merrill, Rev. C. H., St. Johnsbury, Vt a 

Merriman, Rev. Daniel, D.D., Worcester 1 

Mills, Rev. C. L. t Stockton, Kan., 1 MS. 

Moffat, J. D., Washington, Pa 

Munger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Ct. 

New England Historic-Genealogical Society, Boston .... 

Newton Free Library 

Nutter, Rev. Charles S., Boston 

Oberlin College, Oberlin, O 

Odlin, Rev. James E., Waukegan, 111 

Ohio Archaeological and Historical Society, Columbus, 0. . . . 

Osgood, Rev. George W., Newburyport 

Page, Rev. Frederick H., Boston, 1 MS. 

Parker, Rev. Edwin P., D.D., Hartford, Ct 

Patrick, Rev. H. J., D.D., West Newton 2 

Patton, Rev. C. H., Westfield, N. J., 1 MS 2 

Peet, Rev. Stephen D., Good Hope, 111 6 

Peloubet, Rev. F. N., D.D., Auburndale a 95 7 

Perkins Institution for the Blind, Boston 2 

Perry, Rev. D. B., Crete, Neb 1 

Perry, Rev. George H., Goodland, Kan 1 

Phillips, Rev. C. H., Cummings, N. D 1 

Pinkerton Academy, Derry, N. H 1 

Potter, Rev. E. G., Dorchester a 

Porter, Rev. Elbert S., Bridgewater, 1 MS. 

Pratt, S. Brainard, Boston 1 

Putnam, F. W. Cambridge 1 

Quint, Rev. A. H., D.D., Boston a 1 

Religious Herald, Hartford, Ct 1 

Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence, R. 1 1 1 

Richardson, Mrs. C. A., Boston 1 

Roberts, Rev. William H., D.D., Cincinnati, 1 

Salter, Rev. William, D.D., Burlington, Io 1 

Sanderson, Rev. J. P., Detroit, Mich a 1 

Smith, J. D., Vergennes, Vt. a 

Smith, Rev. William, Huntington, Ore., 1 MS. 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C 8 

Smyth, Prof. E. C, Andover a 

Stockbridge, Henry, Baltimore, Md. 1 

Strong, Rev. James W., D.D., Northfield, Minn 1 
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Strong, Rev. Josiah, D.D., New York, N.Y 2 

Thayer, Prof. J. H., Cambridge 1 

Trinity College, Hartford, Ct 

Tucker, Rev. J. T.,D.D., Boston 1 

Tufts College, College Hill 

Turtle, Rev. J. E., D.D., Amherst 

Union Theological Seminary, New York, N. Y 

United States Bureau of Education, Washington, D. C 20 

United States Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, D. C a 1 

United States Commissioner of Labor, Washington, D. C. 4 

United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C. a 

United States Department of State, Washington, D. C. . 18 3 

United States National Museum, Washington, D. C 4 

United States Treasury Department, Washington, D. C . . . . a 1 

University of California, Berkeley, Cal 1 

University of Chicago, Chicago, 111. 1 

University of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y 1 

University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt a 

Usher, Samuel, Boston a 

Vance, Robert J., Hartford, Ct 1 

Vose, Rev. James G., D.D., Providence, R. I. 1 

Wadlin, Horace G., Boston a 

Waldron, Rev. D. W., Boston 19 30 

Walker, Rev. George L., D.D., Hartford, Ct 1 

Walker, Prof. Williston, Hartford, Ct 1 

Waters, Rev. T. Frank, Ipswich 1 

Webster, Rev. E. C, Neponset, a MSS. 

Whitney, Joseph C, Boston 1 

Whittlesey, Rev. E., Washington, D. C x 

Whittlesey, Rev. M. K., Ottawa, 111 1 

Williams College, Williamstown a 

Winthrop, Hon. Robert C, Boston 1 

Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison, Wis. 1 

Woman's Board of Missions, Boston 1 33 

Worcester Society of Antiquity, Worcester a 

Wright, Hon. Carroll D., Washington, D. C 2 

Yale University, New Haven, Ct 1 3 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 

OP THK 

American Congregational 3C^ociation. 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-four. 

An Act to incorporate the Congregational Library Association, at Boston. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section i. Rufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julius A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, at 
Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating a library of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sbc 2. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid purposes. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April 12, 1854.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, as 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred arm 
fifty-four. 

Sec a. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
April 24, 1856.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorized to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sec a. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized 
to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works ; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools ; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and with 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sbc 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold. 

Sec 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
24, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorized to increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sec 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February 21, 1893.] 



CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. The name of this body shall be the American Congregational Association. 

Art. II. The object of this Association shall be to secure the maintenance, in the city of 
Boston, of a Congregational House, for the meetings of the body, the accommodation of its 
library, and for the furtherance of its general purposes ; to found and perpetuate a library of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of the past ; and to do what- 
ever else — within the limits of its charter — shall serve to illustrate Congregational history, and 
promote the general interests of the Congregational churches. 

Art. In. This Association shall be composed of Orthodox Congregationalists, who, having 
been nominated by the Board of Directors, shall have been admitted to membership by ballot at 



any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing tha> 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. There shall be due from each mem- 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar; and if such sum have not been 
paid by the .close of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refusing shall 
oe notified ii possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
slxip «»hall cease. I Jut any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment. All moneys received under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President ; two Vice-Presidents ; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, his book of records being kept in the library ; a librarian ; a Treasurer; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor — all of whom shall perform the duties usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
general interests of the Association, ten of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. 

Art. V. The annual meeting* for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meeting's shall be held in Ko>ton, on Tuestlay preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at 12 o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all social meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Akt. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 



BY - LAWS. 

I. Annual Msbttng. The exercises shall be : (1) Prayer. (2) Hearing reports of Directors 
and other officers having reports to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring action. (4) 
Election of officer*. (5) Sucn other business as may properly be dime. 

I I. Directors. The Directors: (1) shall fix their own times of meeting and the method of 
calling those meetings; (2) may appoint and regulate a public meeting of the Association for 
anniversary purposes whenever deemed expedient ; (3) at their first meeting after appointment 
shall by ballot choose a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of a committee of three 
appointed by the Chair) a Finance Committee, a Committee in charge of the Congregational 
House, and a Library Committee — each of three members — to serve for the year, and until 
their successors shall be appointed : (4) shall, upon advice of the Finance Committee, order the 
disposal of all moneys belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer; upon advice of 
the Committee in charge of the Congregational House, establish the rent-roll, and general disposal 
of the renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, fix the salary 
of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in general take order for 
the security, growth, and b^st usefulness of the library ; (5) shall make report of their doings at 
each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment its welfare 
may require. (6) At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous 
meeting shall l>e read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the 
Secretary in conference with the Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, shall oe presented 
and proceeded upon. 

III. Thb Librarian. The Librarian: (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible for its care, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) sliall cause to be made and kept for use 
suitable catalogues of its contents ; (*) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor ; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the princijul accessions of the year 
then closing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to the welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee; (6) shall be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened when the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one else to enter it, with any light not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
shall be present in the library himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed for its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
suffer from untrustworthy persons; (H) shall have power to exclude any person proving himseu 
unworthy ; (9) and shall keep all sjiecially valuable books, manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
and key, and allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 

IV. Tub Library, (i) No book, pamphlet, manuscript, or other article shall be loaned 
or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian may allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. 

V. In General All previous By-Laws are hereby repealed ; and these may be amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 



FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



or mi. 



DIRECTORS 



or THE 





ASSOCIATION 



Presented June ), 1895. 



/ 



FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THB 



DIRECTORS 



OP THB 



AMERICAN CONGREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION 



Presented June 3, 1895. 



BOSTON 

AMERICAN CONGREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

CONGREGATIONAL HOUSE 

1895. 




00 
00 

2 

s 

w 

o 
o 

So 

3 

U 

a 

cq 

R 



•2 #8 8 8S># 
o? R&§8 < 5 , 8 



00 






S 

i 



6 







ASSi 



ii 



V iG 2 : ^ u s 



I 

PQ 



EEo 



°8 



4 •SCSI'S 

>8 



£ 3 3.S.S 

jfV. www 

PQ- - - - 



• w ^ 4 

m n m (i 



a 



8 8 8,8 8 8888>8^#?83«S 

• »•••■»••••••••• 

OOsOtfiOM tOOt SO 2 O O 
*iflwso»fl o *^*p * «*> •*> ^»*© «s •• 
nn nil so S sioKflo m o *•■ 

Ok O f«ti*> *T •"• 



& 



8 

i 



rill 



■0 

a 



1 



8*1* 



a 

v 






- k. 3 



so 5 3 
^a o 2 « 



•■a 

PQ 




s 



oe 

1 

3 
a 

oo 

00 



5 
3 

Kb 

to 
o 
o 



oo 



9 is, 



£ 



8 8 8,8 3, 

• • • • • 



«k • 






V 

> 

Is 
15 

s 
-8. 

8=1 

0.0 a 

0.2 1 -* S« - 
<;<i-i ACQ 



t 



i 






8Q g O 9 p*oo to 

O n N 
) O f> Qao «n m 



I 







1 



.gjjj 9 S c s* 




a? 





THE 



AMERICAN CONGREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the Association, adjourned from May 
28, was called to order at 11.30 a.m., Monday, June 3, 1895, a 
quorum being present. The President, Samuel Johnson, Esq., 
occupied the chair. Prayer was offered by Dr. Quint. The 
reading of the records was dispensed with for the usual reason, 
the fact that they were published and circulated shortly after the 
last annual meeting. 

It was voted that the chair name a committee of three to 
nominate a list of officers for the ensuing year. The chair 
appointed Messrs. Capen, Quint, and Strong. While this com- 
mittee was busy with its duties the election of new members was 
proceeded with, and the list proposed by the Directors was unani- 
mously elected by ballot, namely : 



Charles H. Rutan 

Rev. William H. Holman 

Rev. Edward M. Noyes 

Henry Bevins 

Rev. Ellis Mendell 

Rev. Andrew W. Archibald, D.D 

Hon. Henry Baldwin . 

Thomas Y. Crowell 

Frank H. Wiggin . 

Samuel B. Shapleigh . 

Rev. Charles L. Morgan 

Rev. Charles H. Beale, D.D. 

Rev. Rufus B. Tobey . 

John H. Colby 



Brookline. 

Southport, Ct 

Newton tenter. 

Newton Center. 

Boston. 

Hyde Park. 

Allston. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Allston. 

Jamaica Plain. 

Roxbury. 

Boston. 

Boston. 
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It was also voted to amend Article V by changing "Tues- 
day " to " Monday." 

The Secretary then called attention to the fact that it is just 
two hundred and seventy-five years since 1620, the year of such 
great importance in the history of the Pilgrims, and moved that 
the Association request the Provisional Committee of the National 
Council to set apart one of its sessions at Syracuse in October 
next for a service in special memory of the Pilgrims and in honor 
of the distinctive principles of Congregationalism. This was car- 
ried unanimously. There being no more business, the meeting 

then dissolved. 

Morton Dexter, Secretary. 

Suffolk, ss. Boston, June 3, 1895. 

Then personally appeared before me Morton Dexter, who had been cho- 
sen Secretary of the American Congregational Association, and made oath that 

he would faithfully perform the duties of his office. 

Thomas Todd, 

Justice of the Peace. 



FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



American Congregational Association. 



RETROSPECT. 



It is just twenty-five years since the jubilee year, which 
marked the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of Congregation- 
alism upon this continent, and which became the occasion of a 
great uplift throughout the land for our own Association. To those 
captious critics who are prone to comment on our slow progress, 
and who seem to regard this institution as a hopelessly fossilized 
affair, we commend a careful study of the then and the now. In 
1870 the benevolent societies of our denomination had no com- 
mon meeting place ; their interests in Boston were scattered at 
various points; their supporters on visiting the city found their 
way, after persistent inquiry, from Winter Street to Cornhill and 
then to Pemberton Square. Independence was strong; fellow- 
ship was weak. There was nothing anywhere to suggest one 
heart that beat for all, and one home for Congregationalism, ex- 
cept the rented rooms of our Association at No. 40 Winter Street. 

But suddenly that point began to gleam with new light and 
hope. An idea had fallen like a seed into ready soil. Our people 
would celebrate their two hundred and fifty years of history by 
building a house to the memory of the Fathers and for the 
furtherance of their principles. It was not a peculiarly Boston 
notion. The great Triennial Convention of Western men at 
Chicago turned longingly toward that star in the East, and re- 
solved that it should shine for all. Lonely workers out on the 
frontier held up their heads proudly and said to their centralizing 
neighbors : " We too are somebody, and we come from somewhere, 
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and we are going to have a house in Boston." All the churches 
of our order and tens of thousands of individual church members 
were besieged by printed if not by personal appeals. 

It was a noble project, and we all see and feel how inade- 
quately it was realized. A singular succession of disasters struck 
the enterprise; but still the faithful promoters of this move- 
ment would not let go their hold. Less than they wished and 
planned had to satisfy them for the time, and more than once 
it seemed as though all they had gained must be lost. But a 
good Providence willed it otherwise, and has preserved for us 
a succession of steadfast friends from the beginning until now. 
None of these have been removed from our number during the 
past year, although one prominent leader and preacher, Dr. 
William M. Taylor, of New York, who had a nominal connec- 
tion with us as Vice-President, has passed from long illness to 
eternal rest; while the death of another of the foremost in our 
denomination, Dr. R. W. Dale, of England, makes Congregation- 
alists everywhere sensible of a common loss. As we take our 
annual account of stock let us be grateful to God, and let us 
hold in thankful remembrance those whose toils and sacrifices 
have made it possible for us to be here today. 

FINANCIAL. 

This Association holds real estate valued by the Assessors 
at $501,000. Not long since the Directors declined an offer 

* 

of $45 per square foot for the property. Even on that basis the 
market value of the land alone is nearly $600,000. Deducting 
from this the amount mortgaged, now reduced to $146,000, we 
find that Congregationalism has won for itself here a clear prop- 
erty of $350,000, besides the building and fixtures and the price- 
less treasures of the Congregational Library. In 1878, five years 
after we were safely housed on this corner, the Association was 
struggling with a debt of $250,000, and paying $17,500 annual 
interest; last year the interest charge was but $6,800, and had 
it not been for the advance in rates due to the financial depression 
it would have been almost exactly $6,000. The payments on the 
mortgage during the past year have been $7,000, of which $3,000 
came from rents and $4,000 from legacies. Among the latter we 



take pleasure in mentioning $1,000 bequeathed by our late Presi- 
dent, Rufus S. Frost. Congregation alists who have a care for the 
future of the kingdom of God as carried on by our branch of 
the church universal will do well to ponder the question whether 
a leading place in their testamentary gifts should not be reserved 
for this Association, the focal point to which converge so many 
important interests both at home and abroad. Full scope for 
such and other gifts has been afforded by the various amendments 
to the charter, which at first put the limit of our holdings at $150- 
000, then at $300,000, then at $750,000, and lastly at $1,250,000. 
The question is sometimes raised whether it would not be sound 
policy for us to borrow at once an amount sufficient to cancel all 
liabilities and cover the cost of a new building. We are naturally 
impatient for the erection of a Congregational House adequate to 
the needs of both present and future. But slow progress is better 
than regress, and amid the various possibilities of private, munic- 
ipal, and State building enterprises in this vicinity discretion bids 
us walk warily. The Directors cannot see their way clear as yet 
to recommend any radical change of policy. The faster the out- 
standing indebtedness can be paid off the nearer comes the day 
we have so often seen in our dreams, when the words " Congrega- 
tional House " will win the respect of all. Our friends of liberal 
heart may rest assured that all donations and legacies not other- 
wise designated go promptly towards the extinguishment of the 
mortgage. 

We are grateful, also, for the gifts otherwise designated. 
Already the Congregational Library has a permanent fund of 
$9,000, besides the Stickney fund of nearly $5,000, which can 
be used for special calls. 

Of the amount left to the Library by Dr. Langworthy, $2,000 
has not yet been paid over. It is still true, as was stated last 
year, that the disturbed state of general business, especially at the 
West, has occasioned this delay. Thus far there has been little 
difficulty in collecting interest on the remainder, which, it should 
be remembered, was invested before it came under the control 
of our Finance Committee. It is the policy of the latter to put 
securities where they can be readily watched, even though a lower 
rate of interest is obtained ; and it will be much to the gratifica- 
tion of all parties concerned when the several sums bequeathed 
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to the Library are all securely placed in this vicinity and yielding 
a reliable income. 

OUR WORK. 

In addition to the financial side of the objects proper to this 
Association, there are other and even more important sides. We 
do well to remind ourselves and those whom we can reach of the 
breadth and scope belonging to this Association. Originally es- 
tablished in 1854 as the Congregational Library Association, to 
preserve the religious history and literature of New England, its 
powers were enlarged in 1864, with its change of name- to the 
American Congregational Association, so that now, to quote from 
the charter, "in addition to the powers heretofore granted said 
corporation, it is hereby authorized to do such acts as may pro- 
mote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing 
works ; by furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, 
churches, and Sabbath schools ; promoting friendly, intercourse 
and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, 
and with other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing 
funds for the above object." And although in 1856 we were de- 
barred from investing any property in real estate, except for the 
proposed building, the act of 1893, authorizing an increase of 
$500,000, permits the Association " to invest such portion thereof 
in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient 
for the purposes for which it was incorporated." 

The field is wide enough, surely; indeed, it would seem to 
cover, in its fullest expansion, a good share of the ground already 
so well occupied by the Congregational Church Building, Home 
Missionary, and Sunday School and Publishing Societies, not to 
speak of the scores of Congregational Clubs. Recently local or- 
ganizations' have been formed to promote church extension and 
fellowship among Congregationalists in this city. These last, let 
us hope, will accomplish for Boston what has been done by similar 
societies for Chicago and other Western cities. Why should not 
such bodies be affiliated in work with one American Congrega- 
tional Association ? Why should we not broaden out and empha- 
size the national part of our name ? Far from wishing to trench 
on the province of existing Congregational forces, it should be our 
aim rather to assist each and all to a more perfect mobilization 
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and a heartier cooperation. We may wisely enlarge our member- 
ship and constantly infuse the fresh blood that beats responsive 
to new occasions. 

The practical union of Congregationalists is greatly furthered 
by an acquaintance with our denominational history. The year 
has been made noteworthy in this regard by the appearance of 
two admirable books — the one, by Prof. Williston Walker, in the 
series on American Church History; the other, Congregationalists 
in America, by our associate on this Board, Dr. Dunning. Both 
of these are of great value in promoting all the objects for which 
this Association exists. 

Earliest among these objects is that department to which 
we turn next: 

THE LIBRARY. 

The lapse of time not only increases the value of the land 
belonging to the Association, but also of the old and rare vol- 
umes which constitute the most precious part of the Congrega- 
tional Library. One of the most imperative arguments for a new 
Congregational House is the need of greater security for the 
Library against possible damage by fire. Experience has shown 
that the term fire-proof must be taken with a grain of salt. No 
needful precaution should be neglected which may enable us 
to hand down to future students the accumulations which so 
clearly illustrate our polity and our history. A further precau- 
tionary measure might well be taken meanwhile by placing a 
much larger amount of insurance on the contents of the Library 
than the sum at present carried. 

We are making good progress in securing the books noted 
by Dr. Dexter in his great bibliography of 7,250 numbers. The 
past year has added 142 of these, representing nearly 200 vol- 
umes. There has also been secured, at large expense, a collection 
of manuscripts, copies of priceless originals which are mostly in 
private hands in England, and which throw valuable light upon 
certain obscure points in the early Pilgrim history. These include 
a portion of the Macro MSS. mentioned in the Dictionary of Na- 
tional Biography. They describe the meetings of the early Sepa- 
ratists and the ecclesiastical trials which they underwent. An- 
other MS. of the collection has brought to light some new facts 
relating to Robert Browne, the father of Independency. The 
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Association is at liberty to publish any of these MSS. whenever 
it is thought best to do so. 

It will be noticed that the annual statement of the contents 
of the Library excludes MSS. and unbound newspapers. The 
number of valuable MSS. in the Library is not large, and it has 
never been precisely stated because of the great practical diffi- 
culty in determining the proper points of separation in various 
composite writings. No statement could be a fair one which did 
not give in detail the system followed. The great mass of news- 
papers, chiefly religious, which has accumulated here embraces 
some of uncommon value; for example, to instance a secular 
paper, the Boston News Letter, a weekly publication, of which 
we have eighty numbers, ranging in date from 1733 to 1774. 

Among the accessions of the last year should be mentioned 
the books bought at the auction sale of the famous library belong- 
ing to George Livermore. These number fifty-four, and cost us 
$270, an average of exactly $5 each. They include the Marbeck 
Concordance of 1550, the Homer Bible of 1577 (supposed to have 
once belonged to Queen Elizabeth), New England's First Fruits 
(1643), Thomas Welde's Short Story of the Antinomians, two books 
by Thomas Shepard, two by Increase Mather, and three by Cot- 
ton Mather. 

The Marbeck Concordance just referred to is a welcome addi- 
tion to a series of twenty-three English and American concord- 
ances collected by Rev. James B. R. Walker, author of the Com- 
prelunsive Concordance, which was issued during the year by the 
Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society. They 
bear various dates from 1578 to 1885, and the entire set is 
included in the forty volumes credited to our Publishing Society 
in the list of donations at the close of this Report. 

One of the two books by Thomas Shepard was the very rare 
Defence of the Answer Made unto the Nine Questions, which he 
wrote conjointly with John Allin. For this $50 was paid at the 
Livermore sale. 

It is true that such works as these and, in general, the con- 
troversial literature of the Puritans, Pilgrims, and Brownists, of 
which the Library contains many hundreds of volumes, are care- 
fully studied by only a few scholars in a single generation ; but 
they furnish the raw material — let us say rather the fountains 
of inspiration — for many important books that appeal to a wider 
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circle, such as Felt's Ecclesiastical History, Walker's Creeds and 
Platforms, and Tyler's Pulpit in the Revolution. In libraries, as 
in all industries, the tendency is more and more to specializa- 
tion; we shall fill a useful place if we can become the great 
depository of New England religious literature. It may be that 
we are going too fast and too far in supplying a class of books 
much more eagerly sought after by Congregational ministers ; that 
is to say, the fresh theological and especially Biblical literature 
of each year. Liberal purchases of such books have been made 
of late, and have proved most acceptable and helpful to many 
students. The proper balance between the different departments 
and the proper limits of the loaning function of the Library are 
matters requiring great care if we would preserve a fair degree 
of consistency with the general aim of the collection. A privilege 
once granted can only be revoked with difficulty, and perhaps the 
wise course is to continue on the general lines already pursued. 

Intermediate as to frequency of use between the new books 
and those pertaining to ancient Congregational literature is a vast 
quantity of statistical and related material, much of it illustrating 
the life of local churches. In these our Library is exceptionally 
rich, and their value will appreciate as time goes on. Here 
belong ecclesiastical minutes, church manuals and year-books, 
town and church histories, genealogies, historical discourses, bi- 
ographies, and whatever else may help to trace back the records 
of a half-forgotten past. Our enterprise was begun none too soon, 
and all the labor and expenditure it has cost are amply justified 
by this branch alone of its results. We should each and all bring 
our influence to bear, wherever it can be felt, in inducing churches 
and individuals to send here the passing records so easy to pro- 
cure now, so scarce and costly if left to future generations to 
gather. A gratifying increase of church manuals is noted this 
year, more than fifty having been sent in, some of them of especial 
merit. The total additions for the year are as follows : Books, 904 ; 
pamphlets, 539 ; periodicals, 1,308 ; MSS., 25. 

The whole number in the Library is as follows: 1 

Books 37*669 

Pamphlets 45»775 

Periodicals 33*856 

1 The discrepancy between this and previous reports results in part from 
the removal of pamphlets above one hundred pages to the class of books. 



We close our report with the resolutions adopted by the 
Directors upon the death of Dr. Dale, and with the customary 
acknowledgment in detail of the donations of books, etc., for the 
year. 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE DEATH OF DR. DALE. 

At the regular quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the American Congregational Association in Pilgrim Hall, 
Boston, March 18, 1895, the following minute was adopted unani- 
mously and ordered to be entered upon the records and a copy 
to be sent to the family of Dr. Dale : 

This Association has learned with profound regret of the death of Rever- 
end Robert William Dale, D.D., LL.D., of Birmingham, England. In common 
with all Christian people, and especially with Congregationalists everywhere! 
it mourns the departure of a great and good man, a true leader in the earthly 
service of our Lord, and desires to testify in this manner to its sense of the loss 
which the Christian Church, especially in Great Britain, has sustained in the 
death of Dr. Dale. 

It remembers with peculiar pleasure his service, so appropriately assigned 
to him and so worthily rendered by him, as Moderator of the first International 
Congregational Council. It recalls gratefully his long and honorable labors 
as a minister of Christ; his distinguished services as an interpreter and ex- 
pounder of theology, especially in the practical applications of truth to the 
conditions of modern life; his fertility as an author; his usefulness in pro- 
moting Hound education ; and his conspicuous eminence and success in endeav- 
ors in behalf of good citizenship and pure, enlightened politics. It especially 
recognizes and would honor his sterling manliness and the sincere righteous- 
ness and profound spirituality of his character and life. It offers its respectful 
sympathy to the surviving members of his family and to the great body of 
Congregationalists in England, whose loss through his death is so severe, and 
it congratulates them upon the noble and lasting record which Dr. Dale has 
left for their comfort. 



Donations of Books, pamphlets, and Magazines. 



Vols. Pphs. Mags. 

Allen, James S., East Bridgewater i 

Alvord, Rev. H. C, South Weymouth i 

American Bible Society, New York ia 

A meri can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, news- 
papers 60 162 101a 

American Colonization Society, Washington, D. C. .... 1 

American Missionary Association, New York a ia 

American Peace Society, Boston 24 

American Tract Society, New York 3 

Amherst College, Amherst 5 

Andover House, Boston a 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andover 1 1 

Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y a 

Bacon, Rev. William F., Medford 3 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me 1 

Barton, Rev. William E., Boston 1 7 

Bell, Mrs. C. H., Exeter, N. H 1 1 

Bell, Mrs. Cora K., Exeter, N. H 1 

Boston, City of 1 

Boston Public Library a a 

Boston Record Commissioners 1 

Bouton, John B., South Norwalk, Ct 1 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me 1 

Boynton, Rev. George M., D.D., Newton Centre 1 

Bradley, Rev. Dan F., Grand Rapids, Mich. 1 

Brooklyn Library, Brooklyn, N. Y a 

Brooks, Rev. William H., D.D., Boston 5 6 

Bruce, Rev. H. J., Satara, India 1 

Byington, Rev. E. H., D.D., Newton 1 

Carpenter, Rev. C. C, Andover 1 a 

Chase, Rev. J. B., Toledo, Io 7 

Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, 111 z 

Child, Rev. Frank S., Fairfield, Ct. x 

CUghorn, Charles Eugene, Philadelphia, Pa. z 

Clark, Rev. N. G., D.D., West Roxbury a 

Cobb, Rev. William H., D.D., Newton Centre a 

Coe, Henry A., Jamaica Plain x 

Colby University, Waterville, Me. 1 

Cokord, Rev. D. H., Claremont, Cal z 

Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society, Boston . 40 

Congregational Union of England and Wales, London, Eng. . 1 

Cordis, Thomas F., Longmeadow 1 

Curtis, Rev. A. W., Raleigh, N. C z 

Darling, Charles W. t Utfca, N. Y a 
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Vols. Pphs. Mags. 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H 4 i 

Deane, Rev. James, Crown Point, N. Y. 4 

Dedhara Historical Society, Dedham 2 

Dike, Rev. S. W., LL.D., Auburndale a 

Dodge, James H., Boston a 1 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church, New York 1 ia 

Dunning, Rev. A. E., D.D., Jamaica Plain 1 

Eaton, Rev. W. H., Boston a 

Edmands, John, Philadelphia, Pa 1 

Elliot, Rev. L. H., Waterbury, Vt r 6 

Emerson, Mrs. Anna H., Alton, N. H 1 

Emery, Rev. S. H., Taunton 4 365 88 

English, Rev. William F., East Windsor, Ct 1 

Essex Institute, Salem 5 

Faunce, Thaddeus, Chiltonville, 1 MS. 
Fellowes, Rev. E. C, Acushnet, 1 MS. 

Ferguson, Prof. Henry, Hartford, Ct 1 

Folsom, Capt. A. A., Brookline 1 

Folsom, Rev. O. W., Bath, Me. 1 

Foster, Rev. J. M., Boston 1 

Eraser, Rev. John G., Cleveland, Ohio 2 

Freuder, Rev. Samuel, New York t 

General Theological Library, Boston x 

Genung, Prof. John F., Amherst t 

Gerould, Rev. S. L., Hollis, N. H 3 a 

Giddings, Mrs. R. J., Housatonic 1 

Gilbert, George H., Winchester 1 

Gottsberger, William S., New York 1 

Gould, Rev. Mark, Worcester t 

Gray, M. L., St. Louis, Mo 1 

Green, Samuel A., M.D., Boston a8 86 47 

Greene, W. L., & Co., Boston 7 54 64 

Hall, Rev. E. Edwin, New Haven, Ct 1 

Harding, W. E., Newton 58 

Hardy, Rev. E. N., Holliston 1 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Ct. 1 

Harvard University, Cambridge 3 a 

Haven, Mrs. John, Coventry, Ct, x MS. 

Hayes, Fred M., D.D.S., Dover, N. H 1 

Hayley, Rev. J. W., Truro a 3 

Hazen, Rev. H. A., D.D., Auburndale 6 

Hemenway, Rev. F. W., Newton, Kan., 3 MS. 
Hendley, H. B., Minneapolis, Minn., 1 MS. 

Hill, Hamilton A., Boston 1 

Hitchcock, Rev. A. W., Newburyport 1 3 

Holmes, Samuel, Montclair, N. J 1 

Hosmer, Rev. S. D., Worcester 1 

Hubbard, L. P., New York 1 

Hyde, Rev. N. A., D.D., Indianapolis, Ind. 4 

Jameson, Rev. E. O., Boston a 

Kellogg, Charles A., Newtonville 1 

Kelton, D. H., LL.D., Montpelier, Vt a 

Lane, Mrs. Jonathan A., Boston ao 

Laurie, Rev. Thomas, D.D., Providence, R. 1 1 5 
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Lawrence, Mrs. Margaret Woods, Marblehead t 

Lenox Library, New York i 

Leonard, Charles H., Providence, R. 1 2 3 

Lovejoy, Rev. George E., Stoneham, 1 MS. 

Marling, Rev. F. H., New York 11 5 

Marvin, T. R., & Son, Boston 5 

Massachusetts Bible Society, Boston 3 

Massachusetts, Commonwealth of, Boston 3 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston t 

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston 2 12 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 2 2 

Massachusetts Humane Society, Boston 1 

Massachusetts School for the Feeble Minded, Boston .... 1 

McFarland, Miss Annie A., Concord, N. H 3 

Mercantile Library Association, St. Louis, Mo 1 

Mercantile Library Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 2 

Merrill, Rev. C. H., St. Johnsbury, Vt 1 

Michigan Historical Society, Lansing, Mich 2 

Mills, Rev. Charles L., Stockton, Kan., 1 MS. 

Miner, Rev. H. A., Madison, Wis 2 

Minnesota Historical Society, St Paul, Minn 1 2 

Moore, Rev. W. H., Hartford, Ct 2 

Morse, Rev. Warren, WUliamstown, 2 MSS. 

Monger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Ct 4 32 

National Civil Service Reform League, New York 1 1 

Nebraska Historical Society, Lincoln, Neb. t 

New England Historic-Genealogical Society, Boston .... 2 

New Hampshire, State of, Concord, N. H 7 

Newton Free Library, Newton 1 

Newton Theological Institution, Newton 1 

Norton, Rev. Smith, Beloit, Wis. 4 

Oberlin College, Oberlin, 2 1 

Onnes, Rev. Manly D., Colorado Springs, Col 2 

Osborne, Rev. C. P., Fayetteville, N. Y. 1 

Park, Rev. W. E., GloversvUle, N. Y 2 

Peet, Rev. S. D., Good Hope, III 6 

Pekmbet, Rev. F. N., D.D., Auburndale 1 

Perkins Institution for the Blind, Boston 1 

Perry, Rev. George H., Goodland, Kan 1 

Phillips, Rev. C. H., Cummings, N. D 1 

Porter, Rev. E. G., Dorchester 1 5 

Porter, James W., Chicago, I1L 1 

Pullman's Palace Car Company, Chicago, 111 1 

Rice, R. E., New Haven, Ct 1 

Rice, W. H., Evanston, 111 18 4 

Rose, Rev. Samuel, Provo, Utah, 1 MS. 

Salmon, Rev. George, D.D., Dublin, Ireland 1 

San Francisco Public Library, San Francisco, Cal z 

Savage, Rev. G. S. F., D.D., Chicago, 111. 1 

Savage, Rev. M. J., Boston z 

Sherman, Rev. F. E., Stockton, Kan., 1 MS. 

Shtutlexf, Rev. Ernest W., Plymouth 1 

Smith, Rev. John R., Georgetown x 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C 3 

Smyth, Prof. Egbert C, D.D., Andover 1 



any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing th« 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing.- There shall be due from each mem- 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar ; and if such sum have, not been 
paid by the close of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refusing shall 
be notified if possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
ship shall cease. But any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment. All moneys received under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President j two Vice-Presidents ; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, his book of records being kept in the library; a Librarian ; a Treasurer ; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor — all of whom shall perform the duties usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
general interests of the Association, ten of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. Should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the 
year, either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors 
may fill the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston on Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at 12 o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston at least one week previous. Twenty 
members shall oe necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for tne meeting. 



BY - LAWS. 

I. Annual Meeting. The exercises shall be: (t) Prayer. (2) Hearing reports of Directors 
and other ofneers having reports to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring action. (4) 
Election of officers. (5) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II. Directors. The Directors: (1) shall fix their own times of meeting and the method of 
calling those meetings; (2) may appoint and regulate a public meeting of the Association for 
anniversary purposes whenever deemed expedient ; (i) at their first meeting after appointment 
shall by ballot choose a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of a committee of three 
appointed by the Chair) a Finance Committee, a Committee in charge of the Congregational 
House, and a Library Committee — each of three members — to serve for the year, and until 
their successors shall be appointed ; (4) shall, upon advice of the Finance Committee, order the 
disposal of all moneys belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer; upon advice of 
the Committee in charge of the Congregational House, establish the rent-roll, and general disposal 
of the renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, fix the salary 
of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in general take order for 
the security, growth, and best usefulness of the library ; (5) shall make report of their doings at 
each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment its welfare 
may require. (6) At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous 
meeting shall be read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been preparea by the 
Secretary in conference with the Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, shall be presented 
and proceeded upon. 

III. The Librarian. The Librarian: (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible for its care, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) shall cause to be made and kept for use 
suitable catalogues of its contents ; (3) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor ; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the principal accessions of the year 
then closing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to the welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee ; (6) shall be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened when the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one else to enter it, with any light not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
■hall be present in the library himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed for its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
suffer from untrustworthy persons; (8) shall have power to exclude any person proving himself 
unworthy ; (9) and shall keep all specially valuable Dooks, manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
and key, ana allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 

IV. The Library, (i) No book, pamphlet, manuscript, or other article shall be loaned 
or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian may allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. 

V. In General. All previous By-Laws are hereby repealed ; and these may be amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing th* 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing.- There shall be due from each mem- 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar; and if such sum have, not been 
paid by the close of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refusing shall 
be notified if possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
ship shall cease. But any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment. All moneys received under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President ; two Vice-Presidents ; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors! his book of records being kept in the library; a Librarian; a Treasurer; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor — all 01 whom shall perform the duties usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
general intercuts of the Association, ten of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. Should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the 
year, either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors 
may fill the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston on Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at 12 o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston at least one week previous. Twenty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 



BY - LAWS. 

I. Annual Meeting. The exercises shall be : (1) Prayer, fa) Hearing reports of Directors 
and other officers having reports to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring action. (4) 
Election of officers. (5) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II. Directors. The Directors: (1) shall fix their own times of meeting and the method of 
calling those meetings; (2) may appoint and regulate a public meeting of the Association for 
anniversary purposes whenever deemed expedient ; (a) at their first meeting after appointment 
shall by ballot choose a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of a committee of three 
appointed by the Chair) a Finance Committee, a Committee in charge of the Congregational 
House, and a Library Committee — each of three members — to serve for the year, and until 
their successors sliall be appointed ; (4) shall, upon advice of the Finance Committee, order the 
disposal of all moneys belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer; upon advice of 
the Committee in charge of the Congregational House, establish the rent-roll, and general disposal 
of the renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, fix the salary 
of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in general take order for 
the security, growth, and best usefulness of the library ; (5) shall make report of their doings at 
each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment its welfare 
may require. (6) At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous 
meeting shall be read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the 
Secretary in conference with the Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, shall be presented 
and proceeded upon. 

III. The Librarian. The Librarian: (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible fur its care, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) sliall cause to be made and kept for use 
suitable catalogues of its coutei.is ; (x) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the principal accessions of the year 
then closing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to the welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee; (6) shall be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fanteued when the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one else to enter it, with any li^ht not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
shall be present in the library himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed for its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
suffer from untrustworthy persons ; (8) shall have power to exclude any person proving himself 



unworthy ; (9) and shall keep all specially valuable Looks, manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
' key, ana allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 
IV. The Library, (i) No book, pamphlet, manuscript, or other article shall be loaned 



or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian mav allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated!, to be so loaned for a perirxi not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee, 

V. In General. All previous By-Laws are hereby repealed ; and these may be amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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THE 



American Congregational Association 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

In accordance with the usual published notice, the annual 
meeting of the American Congregational Association was held 
Monday, May 25, 1896, at 12 m. in Pilgrim Hall. A quorum 
being present, Samuel Johnson, Esq., took the chair. In the 
absence of the Secretary, Joshua Coit was chosen Secretary 
pro tern. 

Prayer was offered by Deacon Thomas Todd. 

The reading of the records of the last meeting was dispensed 
with, because they have already been printed and distributed. 

It was voted that the Chair appoint a committee of three to 
nominate officers for the ensuing year. S. B. Capen, Dr. Quint, 
and George P. Smith were appointed as such committee. 

The annual report of the Directors was read by the Librarian, 
and was accepted, adopted, and referred to the Directors with 
authority to print. 

It was voted that so much of the report of the Directors as 
relates to the erection of a new House be referred to the Directors 
for their consideration and action, and that the Secretary to be 
elected call a special meeting of the Directors for this purpose 
for Friday, May 29, at 3 p.m., in Pilgrim Hall. 

The Treasurer, Augustus S. Lovett, read his annual report, 
which was accepted, adopted, and referred to the Directors with 
authority to print. 

The Auditor's report was read by the Assistant Treasurer, 
and accepted and adopted. 
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The Nominating Committee reported the following list of 
officers, who were then elected: 

President. 
Samuel Johnson, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Charles C. Burr, Aubumdale. 

Rev. James G. Johnson, D.D., Chicago, 111. 

Directors. 

Rev. Alonzo H. Quint, D.D., Dover, N. H. 
Marquis F. Dickinson, Jr., Boston. 
Edward A. Studley, Boston. 
S. Brainard Pratt, Boston. 
Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Roxbury. 
Hon. William H. Hodgkins, Somerville. 
Rev. Elijah Horr, D.D., Worcester. 
Thomas Todd, Concord. 
William F. Richardson, Boston. 
Corydon M. Whittlesey, West Newton. 
William O. Blaney, Roxbury. 
Samuel B. Capen, Jamaica Plain. 
Rev. DeWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 
Henry E. Cobb, Newton. 
William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 
Hon. James M. W. Hall, Cambridge. 
Mortimer B. Mason, Cambridge. 
Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Danvers. 
G. Henry Whitcomb, Worcester. 
Rev. Henry A. Hazen, D.D., Aubumdale. 
Rev. A. E. Dunning, D.D., Jamaica Plain. 
George P. Smith, Roxbury. 
Hon. Jonathan A. Lane, Boston. 
William A. Paine, Roxbury. 
Arthur C. Farley, Aubumdale. 
Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 
Rev. Edward M. Noyes, Newton Centre. 
John H. Colby, Boston. 
(Together with the Secretary and the Treasurer.) 
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Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Treasurer. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Roxbury. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Auditor. 
Alonzo C. Tenney, Chelsea. 

Jonathan A. Lane, Justice of the Peace, then administered 
to the Secretary the usual oath of office. 

The following list of persons, proposed by the Directors, were 
elected by ballot as members of the Association : 



Rev. William H. Davis, D.D 

Homer Rogers . 

Rev. Charles H. Daniels, D.D. 

Isaac F. Woodbury . 

Rev. John W. Hayley 

Arthur G. Stanwood 

Walter B. Mosman 

William F. Whittemorb 

Thomas H. Russell . 

Philip W. Moen 

J. Howard Field 

Rev. Smith Baker, D.D. 

William H. Blood . 

Rev. George A. Gordon, D.D 

Rev. George E. Lovejoy 

Hon. Elijah A. Morse 

A. D. Kingsbury, M.D. 

Daniel Chauncy Brewer 

Increase E. Noyes . 

H. D. Woodbury 

Rev. Charles M. Southgatb 



Newton. 

Boston. 

Newton. 

Boston. 

Lowell. 

Boston. 

Brookline. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Worcester. 

Dorchester. 

East Boston. 

Auburndale. 

Boston. 

Stoneham. 

Canton. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Cambridge. 

Beverly. 

Auburndale. 



The second article of the By-Laws was amended so that it 
reads : 

"II. Directors. The first meeting of the Directors in each 
year shall be held in the Congregational House at 3 o'clock p.m. 
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Tent Williston and became good soil for the seed of denomina- 
tional loyalty which has already begun to yield its harvest. A 
large proportion of those Pilgrims looked in at this venerable 
corner, and were impressed with the great benefits of a Congre- 
gational House and also with the need of a new building. For 
our own part, we may wisely learn that in the renewed efforts to 
secure that consummation we shall do well to combine the fervor 
of youth with the experience of age. 

We are able to report a gratifying progress toward the goal 
just indicated. The long and intricate negotiations in the sum- 
mer with the owners of adjacent property, which led to a new 
party wall agreement, might seem to favor adherence to the 
present site ; but, in fact, it is manifest that if the Association 
decides to sell and remove, that agreement will increase the value 
of our property. Early in December a conference of officers and 
members of committees was held with reference to a new House. 
At that meeting two real estate agents brought forward a large 
number of suggestions and plans. All these were carefully can- 
vassed, with the result that it was not thought advisable at that 
time to recommend a change to either of the sites named. Since 
then other possibilities have been presented and discussed. An 
impression entertained by some good people that the Directors 
have refrained from active efforts to solve this pressing problem 
does great injustice to the gentlemen of the committees who have 
freely given to these investigations so much valuable time and 
faithful effort. The general interest in the subject has found 
expression in the Boston Congregational Club, also in a recent 
memorial from the tenants of the Congregational House, and in 
other ways. But as one after another the open doors of oppor- 
tunity closed again, it began to look as though the familiar result 
of all former attempts, which have brought us back to the present 
site, was again to be repeated. A few days ago, however — very 
providentially, as we believe — there came proposals which seemed 
to harmonize conflicting opinions so happily that, while the time 
was too short for the decisive legal action which was hoped for at 
this anniversary, we may confidently expect a special meeting of 
the Association very soon to act upon the matters proposed. 

There has been during the year a reduction of the debt from 
$146,000 to $142,000, although no money was received from leg- 



acies and next to none from donations. Moreover, the outlay for 
repairs and improvements has been unusually heavy. When com- 
plaint is sometimes made of the quality of the accommodations 
furnished, it is not always considered at how heavy an expenditure 
the Association is retaining its hold here. Besides the interest on 
the debt, $7,000, there was paid two years ago for repairs and im- 
provements about $1,200, one year ago about $1,300, while this 
year the amount is $2,550. Of this last sum, $700 went for paint- 
ing, $300 for fire shutters, $300 for carpenter work, $270 for plumb- 
ing, etc. 

Such figures furnish a powerful argument for a new Congre- 
gational House, so thoroughly built that the matter of repairs may 
be consigned to a distant future. Nor is it Utopian to hope that 
loyal Congregational is ts will support the undertaking so heartily 
that the matter of mortgages shall belong exclusively to the past. 
While we rejoice with our Baptist neighbors at the completion of 
the beautiful Tremont Temple, they will rejoice with us if we can 
subtract that troublesome negative quantity — a heavy debt. A 
new Congregational House free of debt ! Let it be the inspiring 
watchword of the denomination for the immediate future. 

The one offset to the outlays on the present building belongs 
to the record of the past year. As a clause in the policies requires 
insurance to the extent of eighty per cent on the value of the 
property, a new appraisal has lately been made by two experts, 
who reported that, owing to the deterioration of the building, the 
insurance of $100,000 which we have been carrying might be sub- 
stantially reduced. This was all the more gratifying in view of a 
recent rise in the rates of all property in this vicinity. On the 
other hand, the Directors have thought best to double the insur- 
ance on the contents of the Library, as its value has been greatly 
increased since the former appraisal. 

The past year has continued the steady growth of the Library 
in all departments. The additions are as follows: Books, 898; 
pamphlets, 603 ; unbound numbers of periodicals, 1,229, making 
the total in the Library, exclusive of duplicates : Books, 38,567 . 
pamphlets, 46,378; periodicals, 35,085. 

There is much of importance and value which these figures do 
not indicate ; for example, the portraits and other relics. These, 
though sometimes possessing little intrinsic value, have yet a 
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higher than merely commercial worth, since they link the present 
with the past and bring us face to face with the great and good of 
former years. At the Whitefield celebration in Newburyport last 
month, held in the church which enshrines the bones of the ven- 
erated apostle, an object of deep interest was the portrait of 
Whitefield, more than a century old, which was loaned for the 
occasion by the Congregational Library — a courtesy most grate- 
fully acknowledged by the church. If it be in the power of any 
whom these words can reach to secure for the Library portraits of 
other champions of the truth, whether from a recent or a remoter 
past, a benefit will be conferred for which future generations will 
bless the donors. 

A gift which is worthy of special mention has come to the 
Library recently through the bequest of Hon. Charles Carleton 
Coffin ; namely, the desk of the parish clerk in Scrooby, England, 
the first gathering place of the hunted Separatists who became the 
Plymouth Pilgrims. The desk is doubtless contemporary with 
those forefathers, for it is reputed to be more than three hundred 
years old. With its solid oak, its quaint carvings, and its centuries 
of history, it is an object not to be regarded without emotion. 
Among the other relics which are of constant usefulness, it is 
proper to call renewed attention to Mr. S. Brainard Pratt's "Bible- 
arium." This not only excites and gratifies the curiosity of many 
visitors, but serves the higher function of throwing light upon 
various portions of the sacred Word, as the objects in the collec- 
tion are by the donor's direction loaned from time to time for illus- 
trative purposes in Sunday schools and elsewhere. The libraries 
of olden time were too much like the silver vaults of the United 
States Treasury — the contents safely preserved, but not forced 
out into circulation. Modern libraries are being held more and 
more strictly to the test of utility; for even when the books are 
chiefly kept within the walls of the building, they circulate just as 
effectively if they are used as they should be. By taking pains to 
make its privileges better understood, those who are interested in 
our own Library may make its contents as serviceable now as they 
are sure to be hereafter. The most important departments of this 
Library are often consulted by specialists in our denominational 
history. But why should there not be a more general interest in 
these treasured teachings of the past ? If the long and arduous 
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struggles whereby our simple polity was wrought out between the 
hammer and the anvil were but intelligently studied, how much of 
what passes for new light would be revealed as old darkness, and 
how surely the craze for novelty would give place to an ardent 
enthusiasm for the faith and order of the fathers! 

The work of this Library must be a growing work. Not only 
is there much ground yet to be possessed in the records of the 
thought and life of former centuries, but the present age is swiftly 
passing into history. The church activities of today, and their 
name is legion, should find expression here ; the Library must be 
the phonograph to seize and fix them, that their sound may go out 
in days to come. Although there are various objects for which 
this Association exists, each having its own importance, it is im- 
perative that we hold firmly to the foundation object which gave 
birth to our society, and gave it the only name it knew for ten 
years — the Congregational Library Association. It would be a 
policy not only unjust but suicidal to cramp the expanding ener- 
gies of the Library even for the sake of securing a larger income 
in dollars and cents. 

We stand at a critical point in the enterprise which we all 
have so deeply at heart, and which we believe to have a direct 
bearing on the progress of the kingdom of God. Let us so 
deliberate and so decide that the churches may be encouraged 
and built up, and that the Master's approving smile may rest 
upon our work. 



Donations of Books, Pamphlets, and Magazines. 



Adams, Rev. Harry C, Turner's Falls, i MS. 

Aiken, Rev. Edwin J., Concord, N. H 

Alvord, Rer. Henry C, South Weymouth, i MS. 

American Baptist Missionary Union, Boston 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, 

newspapers . 

American Colonization Society, Washington, D. C 

American Humane Association, Providence, R. I 

American Missionary Association, New York, N.Y 

American Peace Society, Boston 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y. 

American Tract Society, New York, N. Y 

American Unitarian Association, Boston 

Amherst College, Amherst 

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, Boston .... 

Andover House Association, Boston 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andover 

Archibald, Rev. A. W., D.D., Hyde Park 

Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y. 

Bacon, Prof. C. A., Beloit, Wis 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me 

Beadenkoff, Rev. T. M., Baltimore, Md 

Beecher, Prof. Willis J., D.D., Auburn, N.Y 

Benzonia College, Benzonia, Mich 

Bingham, G. W., Deny, N. H 

Boston Public Library 

Boston Record Commissioners 

Boston School Committee 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me. ....... 

Bristol, Rev. F. L., Uzbridge 

Brooklyn Library, Brooklyn, N. Y 

Brooks, Rev. William H., D.D., Boston 

Brown University, Providence, R. I 

Bruce, Rev. H. J., Satara, India 

Buffalo Historical Society, Buffalo, N. Y 

Butler Hospital for the Insane, Providence, R. I. .... 

Carleton College, Northfield, Minn 

Carpenter, Rev. C. C, Andover 

Chamberlain, Prof. N. H., Bourne 

Chapin, C. N., Melrose 

Chapman, Rev. Jacob, Exeter, N. H 

Chase, Rev. J. B., Correctionville, Iowa 

Cincinnati Public Library, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Civic Federation, Chicago, 111 

Civil Service Reform Association, New York, N. Y 
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Vols. Pphs. Mags. 

Clapp, James B., Boston 3 2 

Cobb, Rev. L. H., D.D., New York, N. Y 1 

Cobb, Rev. W. H., D.D., Newton Centre s 9 4 

Colby University, Waterville, Me 3 

Colcord, Rev. D. H., Claremont, CaL 1 

Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Col 1 

Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society, Boston . . 13 4 

Congregational Union of England and Wales, London, England . 1 

Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford, Ct. 1 

Cousins, Rev. E. M., Gray, Me 1 1 

Cummings, George D., Medford a 

Currier, Charles A., Newburyport 1 

Cust, Dr. Robert M., London, England 2 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H 1 

Dean, John Ward, Boston 16 

Deane, Rev. James, Crown Point, N. Y 3 

Dike, Rev. S. W., LL.D., Auburndale t 

Doane College, Crete, Neb 1 

Dole, Rev. C. F., Jamaica Plain 1 1 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church, New York, N. Y 1 13 

Eaton, Rev. W. H., Boston t 

Elliot, Rev. L. H., Waterbury, Vt a 

Essex Institute, Salem a 

Fay, Frank B., Chelsea a 

Folsom, Capt. A. A., Brookline 1 

Gerould, Rev. S. L., Hollia, N. H a a 

Gibbons, Phebe Earle, Philadelphia, Pa 1 

Goodenow, Rev. S. B., Battle Creek, Iowa 1 

Gordon, Rev. George A., D.D., Boston 1 

Greeley, R. F., Boston 1 

Green, Samuel A., M.D., Boston 10 40 16 

Greene, W. L. & Co., Boston 27 105 86 

Griffis, Rev. W. E., D.D., Ithaca, N.Y 4 4 

Hale, Rev. Harris G., Warren, 1 MS. 

Hammond, Rev. E. P., Hartford, Ct 4 

Harriman, Rev. F. W., Windsor, Ct 1 

Hart, Rev. Burdett, D.D., New Haven, Ct 1 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Ct 1 

Harvard University, Cambridge 2 

Hassam, John T., Boston 1 

Hazen, Austin, Richmond, Vt 76 150 

Hazen, Rev. H. A., D.D., Auburndale 2 

Henry O. Shepard Company, Chicago, 111 1 

Hill, Rev. C. J., Maiden 

Hoadly, Charles J., Hartford, Ct 2 

Hood, Rev. George A., Newton 

Home, Samuel B., Hartford, Ct 1 

Hyde, Rev. N. A., D.D., Indianapolis, Ind. 

International Committee of Young Men's Christian Associations, New 

York, N.Y 1 

James, Rev. H. P., Colfax, Wash 2 

Japan Mission 1 

Jewett, Rev. H. E., Vacaville, Cal 3 

Kellogg, Mrs. Louise A., Cambridge 1 9 

Kingman, Bradford, Brookline • 1 



15 



Vol*. 



Laurie, Rev. Thomas, D.D., Providence, R. I. . 

Lord, Rev. O. M., Central Village, Ct 

Love, Rev. William DeLoss, Jr., Hartford, Ct., 17 MSS. 
Lovejoy, Rev. George £., Stoneham, 2 MSS. 
Marshal], Mrs. Joshua N., Lowell .... 
Massachusetts Bible Society, Boston .... 
Massachusetts Board of Education, Boston . 
Massachusetts, Commonwealth of, Boston 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 
Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston t . 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston . 
McKenzie, Rev. Alexander, D.D., Cambridge 
Means, Rev. F. H., Windham, Ct. .... 
Mercantile Library Association, New York, N. Y. 
Mercantile Library Company, Philadelphia, Pa. . 

Merrill, George S., Boston 

Merrill, Rev. Selah, D.D., Andover, 1 MS. 

Moore, Rev. W. H., Hartford, Ct 

Mount Hoi yoke College, South Hadley 

Moxom, Rev. P. S., D.D., Springfield .... 

Munger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Ct. 

Nash, Rev. F. W., Mountain Home, Idaho, 1 MS. 

Nebraska Historical Society, Lincoln, Neb. 

New Hampshire State Library, Concord, N. H. . 

Newman, George E., Bath, Me 

Nichols, Rev. J. R., Medina, Ohio .... 

Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio 

Olmstead, Rev. Charles, Cambridgeport 
Palmer, Rev. C. R., D.D., New Haven, Ct 
Peet, Rev. S. D., Ph.D., Good Hope, 111. . 
Peloubet, Rev. F. N., D.D., Auburndale 
Perkins Institution for the Blind, Boston 

Perry, John T., Exeter, N. H 

Pilgrim Association, Boston 

Pope, Rev. C. H., Cambridge 

Portland Public Library, Portland, Ore. 

Pratt, R. D., SomenriUe 

Providence Athenaeum, Providence, R. I. 

Quint, Rev. A. H., D.D., Boston .... 

Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence, R. I. 

Rice, Rev. C. B., D.D., Danvers 

Roberts, Rev. William H., D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. . 

Roes, Rev. James H., Roxbury 

Salem Public Library, Salem 

Sanderson, Rev. J. P., Lansing, Mich 

San Francisco Free Public Library, San Francisco, Cal. 
Savage, Rev. G. S. F., D.D., Chicago, 111. . 
Smith, Rev. W. Wye, Toronto, Canada 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. 
Smyth, Prof. Egbert C, Andover ..... 
Staver, Rev. Daniel, Astoria, Ore. .... 
Stimson, Rev. H. A., D.D., New York, N. Y. . 
Strong, Rev. J. W., D.D., Northfield, Minn. 

Tenney, Rev. E. P., Cambridge 

Thompson, Rev. A. C, D.D., Roxbury 
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Todd, Thomas, Concord 

Tompkins, Rev. James, Chicago, 111 

Trinity College, Hartford, Ct 

Tucker, Rev. J. T., D.D., Dorchester 

Tufts College, College Hill 

Tuthill, Rev. C. Julian, Georgetown 

United States Bureau of Education, Washington, D. C. 
United States Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, D. C. 
United States Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C. 
United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 
United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C, 18 folios, 
United States Department of Labor, Washington, D. C. 
United States Department of State, Washington, D. C. 
United States Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. 

Universalist Publishing House, Boston 

University of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y 

University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 

Upham, William H., Dudley 

Varnum, A. C, Pawtucket, R. I 

Wadlin, Horace G., Boston 

Waldron, Rev. Daniel W., Boston 

Walker, Rev. G. L., D.D., Hartford, Ct 

Wardwell, Mrs. Henrietta G., Newton Centre 

Webster, Rev. E. C, Neponset, 3 MSS. 

Whitehead, John N., JanesvUle, Wis 

Whittlesey, Rev. E., Washington, D. C 

Wight, Rev. Daniel, Estate of, Natick, 1 MS 

Williams College, Williamstown 

Winslow, Mrs. Miron, Boston 

Winsor, Justin, Cambridge 

Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison, Wis. 

Woburn Public Library, Woburn 

Woman's Board of Missions, Boston 

Woman's Home Missionary Association, Boston, papers 

Worcester Society of Antiquity, Worcester 

Yale University, New Haven, Ct 

Yonkers Historical and Library Association, Yonkers, N. Y. 

Young Women's Christian Association, Boston 
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ACT OF INCORPORATION 

OP THE 

SUmmtan Congregational negotiation. 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-four. 

An Act to incorporate the Congregational Library Association, at Boston. 

Be it enacUd by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section i. Rufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julius A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, at 
Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating a library of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Ssc. 2. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid purposes. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April ia, 1854.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, ar 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred anu 
fifty-four. 

Sec 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
April 24, 1856.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorized to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sec 2. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized 
to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works ; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools ; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and with 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sec 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
24, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc. t as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorized to increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sec 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February 21, 1893.] 



CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. The name of this body shall be the American Congregational Association. 

Art. II. The object of this Association shall be to secure the maintenance, in the city of 
Boston, of a Congregational House, for the meetings of the body, the accommodation of its 
library, and for the furtherance of its general purposes ; to found and perpetuate a library of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of the past ; and to do what- 
ever else — within the limits of its charter — shall serve to illustrate Congregational history, and 
promote the general interests of the Congregational churches. 

Art. III. This Association shall be composed of Orthodox Congregationalists, who, having 
been nominated by the Board of Directors, shall have been admitted to membership by ballot at 



any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the member a j pr cient and Voting, on sig nin g the 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. There shall be due tram e 



„ lembership in writing. Tnere shall be due from each 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar ; and if such sum hare not been 
paid by the close of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refusing shall 
be notified if possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
ship shall cease. But any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment. All moneys r e ceive d under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the horary. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President ; two Vice-Presidents ; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, his book of records being kept in the library ; a Librarian ; a Treasurer ; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor — all of whom shall p ei foiui the duties usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, d uig ed with the 
general interests of the Association, Un of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. Should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the year, 
either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of D ir ec to r s may fill 
the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice ot officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston, on Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at 12 o'clock u. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week prev i o us . Twenty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Mbzttng. The exercises shall be : (1) Prayer, (a) Hearing reports of 
Directors and other officers having reports to make. # (3) Action upon such reports requiring 
action. (4) Election of officers. (5) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II. Dirrctors. The first meeting of the Directors in each year shall be held in the Con- 
gregational House at * o'clock p.m. of the Monday following then- appointment (or on the next 
succeeding day if said Monday shall be a legal holiday), notices of which meeting shall be sent to 
each Director by the Secretary 

At this meeting they shall (1) choose by ballot a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of 
a committee of three appointed 1 by the Chair) a Finance Committee, a Committee in charge of the 
Congregational House, and a Library Committee — each of three members — to serve for the year 
and until their successors shall be appointed ; (2) fix the times of subsequent meetings and the 
method of calling such and all special meetings. 

Upon advice of the Finance Committee, the Directors shall order the disposal of all moneys 
belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer; upon advice of the Committee in 
charge of the Congregational House, they shall establish the rent roll and general disposal of the 
renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, they shall fix the 
salary of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in general take 
order for the security, growth, and best usefulness of the Library. They shall make report of 
their doings at each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment 
its welfare may require. 

At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous meeting shall be 
read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the Secretary in confer- 
ence with die Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, shall be presented ana proceeded 
upon. 

III. The Librarian. The Librarian : (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible fur its care, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) shall cause to be made and kept for use 
suitable catalogues of its contents; (t) shall give such aid as he can to all students d .'siring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor ; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the principal accessions of the year 
then closing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to the welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee ; (6) snail be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened when the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one else to enter it, with any light not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
shall be present in the library himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed for its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
suffer from untrustworthy persons ; (8) shall have power to exclude any person proving himself 
unworthy ; (9) and shall keep all specially valuable books, manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
and kev, and allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 

IV. Thr Library, (i) No book, pamphlet, manuscript, or other article shall be loaned 
or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian may allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. 

V. In Gbnrral All previous By-Laws are hereby repealed ; and these may be amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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THE 



American Congregational Association. 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the American Congregational Asso- 
ciation was held in Pilgrim Hall on Monday, May 24, 1897, at 
twelve o'clock, noon. A quorum was present and acting. The 
President, Mr. Samuel Johnson, took the chair, and Rev. Dr. 
W. H. Willcox led in prayer. 

It was voted that a Nominating Committee of three be 
appointed by the Chair. The Chair appointed Messrs. S. B. 
Capen, H. A. Hazen, and Jonathan A. Lane. 

The Librarian read the Directors' report, which was ac- 
cepted and ordered printed. 

The Treasurer read his report, and the Secretary read the 
Auditor's report Both reports were accepted and ordered 
printed. 

The Nominating Committee reported the following list of 
officers for the ensuing year, who were elected to the respective 
offices for which they were nominated : 

President, 
Samuel Johnson, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Charles C. Burr, Auburndale. 

E. W. Blatchford, Esq., Chicago, 111. 
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THE 



American Congregational Association, 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the American Congregational Asso- 
ciation was held in Pilgrim Hall on Monday, May 24, 1897, at 
twelve o'clock, noon. A quorum was present and acting. The 
President, Mr. Samuel Johnson, took the chair, and Rev. Dr. 
W. H. Willcox led in prayer. 

It was voted that a Nominating Committee of three be 
appointed by the Chair. The Chair appointed Messrs. S. B. 
Capen, H. A. Hazen, and Jonathan A. Lane. 

The Librarian read the Directors' report, which was ac- 
cepted and ordered printed. 

The Treasurer read his report, and the Secretary read the 
Auditor's report. Both reports were accepted and ordered 
printed. 

The Nominating Committee reported the following list of 
officers for the ensuing year, who were elected to the respective 
offices for which they were nominated: 

President. 
Samuel Johnson, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Charles C. Burr, Auburndale. 

E. W. Blatchford, Esq., Chicago, 111. 
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THE 



American Congregational Association, 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the American Congregational Asso- 
ciation was held in Pilgrim Hall on Monday, May 24, 1897, at 
twelve o'clock, noon. A quorum was present and acting. The 
President, Mr. Samuel Johnson, took the chair, and Rev. Dr. 
W. H. Willcox led in prayer. 

It was voted that a Nominating Committee of three be 
appointed by the Chair. The Chair appointed Messrs. S. B. 
Capen, H. A. Hazen, and Jonathan A. Lane. 

The Librarian read the Directors' report, which was ac- 
cepted and ordered printed. 

The Treasurer read his report, and the Secretary read the 
Auditor's report. Both reports were accepted and ordered 
printed. 

The Nominating Committee reported the following list of 
officers for the ensuing year, who were elected to the respective 
offices for which they were nominated: 

President. 
Samuel Johnson, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Charles C. Burr, Auburndale. 

E. W. Blatchford, Esq., Chicago, 111. 



Directors. 

Marquis F. Dickinson, Esq., Boston. 
Edward A. Studley, Boston. 
S. Brainard Pratt, Boston. 
Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Rozbury. 
Hon. William H. Hodgkins, Somerville. 
Rev. Elijah Horr, D.D., Worcester. 
Thomas Todd, Concord. 
Corydon M. Whittlesey, West Newton. 
William O. Blaney, Rozbury. 
Samuel B. Capen, Jamaica Plain. 
Rev. DeWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 
Henry E. Cobb, Newton. 
William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 
Hon. James M. W. Hall, Cambridge. 
Mortimer B. Mason, Boston. 
Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Danvers. 
G. Henry Whitcomb, Worcester. 
Rev. Henry A. Hazen, D.D., Auburndale. 
Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D.D., Jamaica Plain. 
Hon. Jonathan A. Lane, Boston. 
William A. Paine, Roxbury. 
Arthur C Farley, Auburndale. 
Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 
Rev. Edward M. No yes, Newton Centre. 
John H. Colby, Esq., Boston. 
William F. Whittemore, Boston. 
Frank P. Shumway, Melrose. 
Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., Newton. 
(Together with the Secretary and the Treasurer.) 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Treasurer. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Roxbury. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 
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Auditor. 
Alonzo C. Tenney, Chelsea. 

It was voted that a Building Committee, consisting of five 
of the Directors, namely, William H. Emerson, C. M. Whittlesey, 
Joshua Coit, Mortimer B. Mason, and William O. Blaney, and 
their several successors therein be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized and empowered, in the name and on the behalf of the 
Association, to make, execute, and deliver all such contracts in 
writing, under seal or otherwise, as may be necessary and appro- 
priate for the construction and completion, at an expense not to 
exceed $350,000, of a new building of the Association on Beacon 
Street, adjoining the Athenaeum. This Committee is hereby em- 
powered to fill vacancies in its own number, and it shall have 
special charge of the entire construction of the building, report- 
ing its action from time to time to the Directors. 

It was voted that a special Finance Committee, consisting 
of Samuel B. Capen, M. F. Dickinson, Jr., and A. C. Farley, be 
appointed, to act with the Building Committee already appointed, 
and, with the President and Treasurer, to make contracts for the 
raising or borrowing of money by mortgage or otherwise, and to 
arrange for the payments as they shall become due, in the name 
and on the behalf of the Association. 

It was voted to appropriate a sum, not to exceed $1,500, 
for the purchase of tombs. 

The Secretary, Joshua Coit, made oath to faithfully perform 
the duties of his office before Jonathan A. Lane, Justice of the 
Peace. 

The following named persons were chosen members of the 
Association : 

Rev. John Barstow Medford. 

Rev. F. E. Clark, D.D Auburndale. 

T. Irving Crow ell Boston. 

Albert B. Franklin Melrose. 

Rev. £. B. Palmer Winchester. 

Rev. D. W. Waldron .... Boston. 

Rev. Eugene C. Webster Boston. 

The meeting dissolved. 

Joshua Coit, Secretary. 



FORTY-FOURTH REPORT 



OF THE 



American Congregational Association. 



In the first list of members of this Association, printed with 
the first annual report in 1854, there appears the name of Rev. 
Alonzo H. Quint, of West Roxbury. Five years later he was 
elected a Director, but his service was soon interrupted by a 
higher service as chaplain in the Army of the Republic. On his 
return, in 1864, he resumed an active share in the work of our 
society, and continued it with unflagging interest and unsur- 
passed helpfulness until the very close of his life. The resolu- 
tions of regard for him and regret for his loss which the Directors 
have adopted are presented at the close of this report 

Early in the year two other Directors were called away by 
death — William Fox Richardson, one of our oldest members, 
who joined the Association in 1856, and formerly served on its 
Finance Committee ; and George P. Smith, who, as agent of the 
Sunday School and Publishing Society, has been identified with 
almost the whole life of the present Congregational House, and 
is greatly missed from its fellowship. 

The charter of our Association, signed by Gov. Emory Wash- 
burn, April 12, 1854, states the object of the corporation as 
follows : 

For the purpose of establishing and perpetuating a library of the religious 
history and literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable build- 
ing for the accommodation of the same, and for the use of charitable societies. 

In strictness of speech we cannot claim to have accomplished 
hitherto the last of these objects, for, although the library part of 
the building is recent, the portion used by the societies was 
" erected " in the days of our grandfathers, and for a very differ- 



8 

ent purpose. A new House, planned especially to accommodate 
and promote all branches of our related work, has been a desid- 
eratum for many years. At the last anniversary the project 
seemed on the point of realization, but could only be referred 
to in general terms. Since then it has been the one subject 
uppermost in the counsels of the Board, so that the report of 
the year must be mainly a report of progress in this direction. 

On the 29th of last May, four days after the annual meeting, 
the Directors called a special meeting of the Association to act 
upon definite offers of purchase and sale. The decisive action 
was taken June 13, and on Friday, June 19, the legal papers were 
passed which transferred the ownership of No. 7-A Beacon Street 
to Wm. E. Russell, Trustee, and conveyed to us Nos. 12 and 14 
Beacon Street. A lease of the present Congregational House 
was taken for two years, with the option of renewal for a third 
year in order to anticipate any vexatious delays that might arise. 
The price received for the Congregational House was $600,000. 
The price paid the Lexington Buildings Association for the new 
site was $310,000. The new location gives great and general 
satisfaction, although here and there a critic, like a recent corre- 
spondent in the Congregationalism wonders why the Association 
did not buy cheap land at a distance from the heart of Boston, 
not perceiving that such a move would dry up the sources of 
income. At the other extreme stand a few who still hold that 
it would have been better policy to rebuild on the present site. 
This is a fair question, and the reply is twofold. First, the 
march of business has invaded our once quiet corner, and the 
erection of two immense business blocks cuts off the greater 
part of any structure put up here from light and air, but by no 
means from noise, cinders, and general discomfort. On the other 
hand the location chosen has quiet surroundings at all points 
of the compass. A second and more decisive reply rests on 
the great financial risk of rebuilding here. We should have had 
to face the old debt plus an immense new one \ we should have 
lost all income for a year or two, and scattered our tenants with 
no certainty of recovering them. If business depression over- 
took the enterprise the Association would be poorly equipped 
to weather the gale. How much firmer a financial footing we 
have now is readily apparent. It is proper to add that the 



present consummation was reached through the untiring efforts 
of the committee of seven, of whom Samuel B. Capen was chair- 
man, who had carefully canvassed all available schemes and 
sites before uniting to recommend the one chosen. 

It might seem to some that little has been accomplished 
during the eleven months since the main transaction, but we 
can assure our friends that no time has been lost. The build- 
ings purchased were under lease to the city of Boston until 
October i. Before that time came the sudden death of ex- 
Governor Russell, and some months later a new trustee was 
chosen, Wm. A. Gaston. The new site had been bought sub- 
ject to any rights of interment that might exist, as certain dis- 
used tombs open into it from the Granary Burying Ground. 
This, which at first was thought a merely nominal matter, has 
come to involve a considerable expenditure of time, patience, 
and money; it is surprising how many heirs of more or less 
distant ancestors claim some sort of interest in our sacred soil. 
The Directors took the sensible course of continuing Mr. Capen 
and his committee to cope with these difficulties, most of which 
have now been surmounted. 

The size and shape of the estate were by no means satis- 
factory to your Board. The northeast line was irregular and 
not precisely defined, while on the southwest a small dwelling 
house interrupted the natural continuity. Accordingly negotia- 
tions were carried on with the proprietors of adjoining estates, 
resulting on the hither side in a happy compromise. The Bos- 
ton Athenaeum has consented to an exchange of front and rear 
land, and has made a party-wall agreement whereby, since half 
of the wall can be built on their side, we receive about as much 
land as we surrender. It should be added that the proprietors 
on the farther side have ratified a party-wall agreement with us, 
as have also our prospective neighbors on the south side, the 
Union Club. 

At the first Directors' meeting after the summer vacation 
a committee of five — afterwards increased to seven — was chosen 
to procure plans and estimates. Wm. H. Emerson was chosen 
chairman, and upon him has devolved the main share in the 
laborious investigations that have so lately and so auspiciously 
culminated. Four leading architects were admitted to the com- 



10 

petition, and after thoroughly scrutinizing their plans, which were 
presented anonymously, the committee, aided by the best expert 
advice, unanimously selected those of Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, 
which provide an eight-story building of colonial type, with ample 
room for the library, for an assembly hall, and for the societies, 
besides three stories or thereabouts for outside tenants. An effi- 
cient Building Committee, of which Mr. Emerson is also chair- 
man, is now working with the architect in the confident expec- 
tation of having all things ready by June 19, 1898. 

It is easy to see that patient adjustment will be needful 
between the expanding wants of our various societies and the 
amount of accommodations accessible in the new building. Man 
is by nature acquisitive, and the best intentions will not enable 
two bodies to occupy the same space at the same time ; but it 
is comforting to remember that our tenants are reasonable and 
Christian beings. Judging the future by the past, we have a 
serene hope that today's election will put in charge of affairs 
for the coming year a board of officers equally Christian and 
reasonable. Before such a spirit, mutually cherished, difficulties 
melt away. 

Let us now look at the year's work on its financial side. 

At the last annual meeting a debt was reported of $142,000. 
June 18, when the sale and purchase were made, $100,000 in 
cash was received and at once paid over toward the cost of the 
new lot. At the same time the mortgage on the property we 
sold was assumed by the purchasers, so that we no longer owed 
the debt of $142,000. The price agreed on, $600,000, less $100,- 
000 down, less $142,000 mortgage, left $358,000 due. A note 
for that sum, payable in two years with interest at 4%, was given 
by the Trustee. October 1 we received $50,000 on this note, 
and paid $40,000 on account of purchase. November 20 a fur- 
ther payment was made to us of $158,000, of which $150,000 was 
paid on the new site, the net result being to leave us with liabili- 
ties of only $20,000 and assets of $150,000. To secure this last 
sum the Association holds a second mortgage on its present head- 
quarters. If it be asked why the entire amounts received were 
not turned over to our creditors, the answer is easy. When the 
Association leased back this building the rental agreed on was 
$24,000 per year. It was hoped then that the city would con- 
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tinue for another year to pay rent at 12 and 14 Beacon Street 
at the old rate of $10,000 per year; but the authorities decided 
to vacate October 1. The total annual rent received from the 
tenants of the Congregational House is about $23,000; that is 
$1,000 less than the rental now charged us. Besides, there were 
commissions to pay, amounting to $7,500, taxes of more than 
$3,000, salaries and running expenses, not to mention two claim- 
ants, whose voracity is proverbial — lawyers and tombs. The 
only way to bring out an answer on the plus side of the financial 
problem was by reserving for these necessary expenses a small 
portion of the purchase money received, and accordingly the 
Treasurer's account will show a balance of $4,000 to the good. 
If the objector asks further how this balance of $4,000 can be 
made to pay the $6,000 due for rent June 19, the reply is, that 
by that time six months' interest on $150,000 will have been re- 
ceived, canceling just half of the rental. Looked at from any 
standpoint the year has been a financial success. 

A few words must suffice in closing to present the report 
of the Congregational Library for the year. 

The accessions are as follows: Books, 751; pamphlets, 610; 
unbound numbers of periodicals, 1,271 ; manuscripts, 27. 

The Library contains in all : Books, 39,3 18 ; pamphlets, 46,988 ; 
unbound numbers of periodicals, 36,356; manuscripts, portraits, 
and relics not counted. 

Among the gifts of the year two relics may be mentioned 
of especial value. Rev. Morton Dexter has secured for the 
Library the top of a beautifully carved pew from the Scrooby 
Church, a picture of which is given in a recent book on the 
Pilgrims by Rev. John Brown, D.D., of Bedford, England. An- 
other Director, Mr. William F. Whittemore, while on that peace- 
ful conquest of England that has made 1896 famous in Pilgrim 
annals, obtained certain fragments of hewn stone from the inte- 
rior of the church in Austerfield, where William Bradford was 
baptized. These quaint old relics are the first thing to strike 
the eye of a visitor entering the Library, and to prompt the 
inquiry, " What mean ye by these stones ? " 
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Among the books added during the year we may mention : 

New England's Lamentation. By Thomas Shepard. 1645. 

Answer to the Brownists in Amsterdam. By J. Brown. 1642. 

Cases of Conscience. By Increase Mather. 1693. 

A Very Needful Caution. By Cotton Mather. 1707. 

The Case of Protestant Dissenters in Carolina. By Daniel Defoe. 1706. 

Dissenting Churches in London, etc By Walter Wilson. (4 vols., ex- 
tended with illustrations.) 1808. 

Bibliography of Maine. By Jos. Williamson. (2 vols.) 1896. 

Yale Biographies. Vol. 2. By Franklin Dexter. 1896. 

Story of the Pilgrim Fathers. By Edward Arber. 1897. 

The Jesuit Relations. Reprint (The first 6 vols., all thus far published.) 
1896, '97. 

A list of donors of books, pamphlets, etc., is given at the 
close of this report. We call particular attention to two of these 
volumes, which were presented by two of our own members: 
The Puritan in England and New England, by Rev. Ezra H. 
Byington, D.D., and The Book of the Pilgrimage, published by 
W. L. Greene & Co. 

One of the greatest immediate needs of the Library is money 
for binding. The large and difficult problem of removal will be 
yet more complicated unless we can first put a considerable num- 
ber of volumes into permanent covers. Special gifts for binding 
have been often solicited, but unless they are soon forthcoming 
it would be wise, doubtless, to expend in this way a considerable 
part of next year's appropriation. It is pleasant to see that the 
planners for the new building have thoughtfully provided for 
the future growth of this department; it behooves us to be 
equally thoughtful in making the most of such an opportunity, 
in making the Library a joy forever to all who would trace the 
history of the fathers and their children. 
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The American Congregational Association has suffered an irreparable 
loss in the death of Dr. A. H. Quint, November 4, 1896. He was an ardent 
advocate of a worthy headquarters in Boston for our denomination before any 
building began to be considered as the home of Congregational organizations. 
He has been a leading spirit in founding the Congregational Library, in decid- 
ing its character and promoting its growth. He has been a member of this 
Association for forty- three years. He has given thought and time without stint 
to the administration of its affairs, and his counsel has been constantly sought 
and deeply valued throughout its entire history. He was a member of the 
committee to decide on plans for the new building, and up to the very day of 
bis death he was busily engaged in studying and arranging for the needs of 
those who were to occupy it. Almost daily his presence was welcomed here 
and his helpful influence was felt among all our organizations. We place on 
record our testimony to his long- continued and great services to this Association 
and to the denomination which it represents ; and we gratefully trust that, as he 
rests from labors in which many who love the kingdom of God have rejoiced, 
so his works follow with him. 



Donations of Books, Pamphlets, and Magazines. 



Alvord, Rev. H. C, South Weymouth, i MS. 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y. 

American Board of CommiMionen for Foreign Missions, Boston, 

newspapers 

American Colonisation Society, Washington, D. C 
American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y. . 

American Peace Society, Boston 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y. ... 

American Tract Society, New York, N. Y 

American Unitarian Association, Boston 

Amherst College, Amherst 

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, Boston .... 

Anderson. L. F., Walla Walla, Wn 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andover 

Associated Charities, Boston 

Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y. 

Bailey, Franklin L., Boston 

Bailey, Rev. O. C, Worcester, i MS. 

Baker, Rev. E. L., Dracut 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor 

Barnes, Rev. S. G., Longmeadow 

Barton, Rev. W. E., D.D., Jamaica Plain 

Batchellor, A. S., Littleton, N. H 

Belanger, Rev. J. A., Rrookline, N. H 

Beloit College, Beloit, Wis 

Berle, Rev. A. A., D.D., Brighton 

Bliss, Rev. C. R., Chicago, 111. 

Boston, City of 

Boston Public Library 

Boston Record Commissioners 

Boston School Committee 

Boston University 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me 

Brooks, Rev. William H., D.D., Boston 

Brown, Francis H., M.D., Boston 

Brown University, Providence, R. I 

Buffalo Historical Society, Buffalo, N. Y 

Bunker Hill Monument Association, Charlestown .... 

Byington, Rev. E. H., D.D., Newton 

Cambridge Public Library 

Carpenter, Rev. C. C, Andover 

Chase, Rev. J. B., Correctionville, Io 

Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, 111 

Child, Rev. Frank S., Fairfield, Ct 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Clark, Rev. E. L., Peru 

Clark, Rev. F. G., Plymouth, N. H 

Cobb, Rev. W. H., D.D., Newton Centre 
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Coit, Rev. Joshua, Winchester, 3 MSS 

College of Charleston, S. C 

Congregational Home Missionary Society, New York, N. Y. 
Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society, Boston . 

Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford 

Cooke, J. P., Boston 

Cooley, Rev. W. F., Chatham, N. J 

Cousins, Rer. E. M., Gray, Me. 

Credeford, Rer. G. H., Winthrop, Me 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H 

Dickinson, Rev. G. L., Whatery, 1 MS. 

Dike, Rev. S. W., LL.D., Auburndale 

Doane College, Crete, Neb 

Dodge, James H., Boston 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church, New York, N. Y 

Donnell, Rev. Albert, Welhleet 

Durant, Mrs. H. F. f Wellesley 

Essex Institute, Salem 

Fairbanks, Rev. John B., Waverley, 111 

Fay, Hon. F. B., Chelsea 

Fay, Rev. S. C, Dorchester 

Fisk, Rev. Franklin W., D.D., Chicago, I1L 

Fitch, Rev. C. N., Denver, Col 

Ford, Rev. J. T., Los Angeles, CaL 

Fraser, Rev. J. G.. Cleveland, Ohio 

F reader, Rev. Samuel, Boston 

Gerould, Rev. S. L., Hollis, N. H 

Green, S. A., M.D., Boston 

Greene, W. L., ft Co., Boston ........ 

Gulliver, Miss Julia H., Rockford, III. 

Hall, Prof. E. W., Waterville, Me 

Hames, E. H., Boston 

Hart, Rev. Samuel, D.D., Hartford, Ct 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Ct 

Harvard University, Cambridge 

Hawes, Rev. Edward, D.D., Burlington, Vt. 

Hazen, Rev. H. A., D.D., Auburndale, 2 MS 

Hendley, Harry W., Minneapolis, Minn., a MSS 

Higgins, J. E., Maiden, 1 MS 

Hill, Rev. J. L., D.D., Salem 

Hodges, Rev. A. C, Bockland, 1 MS 

Home for Aged Men, Boston 

Homer, Miss M. E., Sharon 

Home, S. B., Hartford, Ct. 

Hosmer, James, Hinsdale 

House, Rev. William, Providence, R.I 

Howard, H. J., Littleton 

Hubbard, Rev. W. B., Armour, S. D 

Hyde, Rev. N. A., D.D., Indianapolis, Ind 

James, Rev. H. P., Colfax, Wn 

Julien, Rev. M. C, New Bedford 

Kellogg, Mrs. Louise A., Cambridge 

Laurie, Rev. Thomas, D.D., Providence, R.I 

Massachusetts, Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 
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Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston .... 12 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 3 1 

Massachusetts Humane Society, Boston 1 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston 1 1 

Mercantile Library Association, New York, N. Y 1 

Mercantile Library Company, Philadelphia, Pa • 1 

Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, Mo 1 

Moore, Rev. W. H., Hartford, Ct. a a 

Morley, Rev. J. H., Minneapolis, Minn 1 

Morris, G. P., Swampscott aa 

Morrison, Rev. N. J., D.D., Wichita, Kan 1 

Munger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Ct 4 

Munson, Rev. Myron A., New Haven, Ct t 

Newton Free Library 1 

Noble, Rev. F. A., D.D., Chicago, 111 3 s 

Oberiin College, Oberlin, Ohio 1 10 

Oxnard, Rev. H. £., Lawrence, 1 MS. 

Page, Rev. F. H., Lawrence, 1 MS 

Peet, Rev. S. H., Ph.D., Good Hope, 111. f> 

Peloubet, Rev. F. N. f D. D., Auburndale 1 

Perkins Institution for the Blind, Boston 1 

Phillips, Rev. C. H., Jamestown, N. D 1 

Phillips, Rev. G. W., D.D., Rutland, Vt a 

Pierson, Rev. Isaac, Medford 

Plumb, Rev. A. H., D.D., Roxbury 

Porter, Rev. E. S., Bridge water, 1 MS 

Pratt, S. Brainard, Boston 1 

Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pa. .... 

Princeton University, Princeton, N. J 1 

Providence Athenaeum, Providence, R.I 

Putnam, Rev. H. B., Deny, N.H 

Reed, George B., Cambridge 1 

Rice, Rev. C. B., D.D., Danvers 

Roberts, Rev. W. H., D.D., Philadelphia, Pa 1 

Root, Azariah S., Oberlin, Ohio 1 

Salter, Rev. William, D.D., Burlington, Io. 

Sanderson, Rev. J. P., Lansing, Mich. 1 

San Francisco Free Public Library 

Savage, Rev. G. S. F., D.D., Chicago, 111 1 

Sayer, W. L., New Bedford, Papers 

Sharp, J. C, Dorchester 2 5 

Skinner, Mrs. M. Willey, Northfield, Minn. 1 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C 1 

Speare, Rev. S. L. B., Newton 12 

Stimson, Rev. M. L., Bloomfield, N. Y 1 

Strong, Rev. J. C, D.D., Northfield, Minn 2 

Tenney, Rev. £. P., Cambridge 3 

Tilton, J. N., Salem 14 

Todd, Thomas, Concord 2 

Tompkins, Rev. James, Chicago, 111 1 

Trinity College, Hartford, Ct 1 

Tucker, Rev. J. T., D.D., Dorchester 2 14 

Tufts College, College Hill 1 1 

Tupper, Rev. H. M., Concord, 111 1 

Tuttle, Rev. J. E., D.D., Worcester 1 

Union Theological Seminary, New York, N. Y 1 
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United States Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, O.C. ... i 

United States Commissioner of Education, Washington, D.C. . . 4 3 

United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 12 25 

United States Department of Labor, Washington, D.C ... 3 9 

United State* Department of State, Washington, D.C. ... 16 

United States Treasury Department, Washington, D.C 2 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 1 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. 2 

University of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y 1 

Varney, George J., Boston 1 

Waid, Mrs. J. T., Ridgway, Pa. 1 

Waldron, Rev. D. W., Boston 2$ a6 

Walker, Rev. Geo. L., D.D., Hartford, Ct 1 

Wallace, Rev. R. W., Somenrille 1 

Washburn College, Topeka, Kan 1 

Waters, Rev. T. F., Ipswich 1 

Webster, Rev. E. C, Neponset, a MSS 

Wheeler, Rev. E. F., St. Louis, Mo 2 

Wheeler, J., Washington, D. C 1 

Wheeler, Rev. W. C, Chapman, Kan. 2 

White, Miss E. E., Cambridge 1 

White, Rev. I. C, Plymouth 7 7 61 

Whittlesey, Rev. E., Washington, D.C 1 

Willcox, Rev. W. H., D.D., Maiden 2 

Williams, Rev. E. F., D.D., Chicago, 111 1 

Williams College, Williamstown 1 

Winder, Mr. and Mrs. J. W., Newburyport, 13 Photographs 

Winslow, Rev. William C, D.D., Boston 1 

Winsor, Justin, Cambridge 1 

Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison, Wis 1 

Woburn Public Library 1 

Woman's Board of Missions, Boston 1 12 

Woman's Home Missionary Association, Boston, Papers ... 1 

Woods, W. J., London a 10 

Worcester Society of Antiquity 2 

Wyoming Commemorative Association, Wilkesbarre, Pa. ... 2 

Yale University, New Haven, Ct 1 1 

Young, Rev. E. J., D.D., Waltham 6 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 

OF THE 

3Lmmtan Congregational 3L0£ociatum+ 



COMMONWEALTH OP MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the Year One Thousand Bight Hundred and F\ftyfemr. 

An Act to Incorporate the Congregational Library Association, it Boston. 

Be it enacUd by the Senate and Horn* of RepretenUtimos, m General Court assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, as follows: 

Sbction i. Rufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julio* A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational library Association, at 
Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating; a liDrary of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sbc a. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid purposes, [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April 12, 1854.] 



Be it tnacUd % etc., at follows: 

Sbction i. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purp os es of said cor po r a tion, at 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four. 

Sbc a. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
April 24, 1856.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Sbction i. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorised to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sbc 2. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized 
to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works ; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and win 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sbc 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Sbction i. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold 

Sbc. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
24, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Sbction i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorised to Increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sbc 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February at, 1893.] 



CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. The name of this body shall be the American Congregational Association. 

Art. II. The object of this Association shall be to secure the maintenance, in the city of 
Boston, of a Congregational House, for the meetings of the body, the accommodation of its 
library, and for the furtherance of its general purposes ; to found and perpetuate a library of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of tne past ; and to do what- 
ever else — within the limits of its charter — shall serve to illustrate Congregational history, and 
promote the general interests of the Congregational churches. 

Art. III. This Association shall be composed of Orthodox Congregattanalists, who, having 
been nominated by the Board of Directors, shall have been admitted to membership by ballot at 



any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing the 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. Tnere shall be due from each mem- 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar; and if such sum have not been 
paid by the dose of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refusing shall 
be notified if possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
ship shall cease. But any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment All moneys received under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President ; two Vice-Presidents ; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, his book of records being kept in the library; a Librarian ; a Treasurer ; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor— all of whom shall perform the duties usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
general interests of the Association, Un of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. Should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the year, 
either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill 
the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston, on Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at is o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Ast. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Mbsting. The excerdses shall be : (i) Prayer, (a) Hearing reports of 
Directors and other officers having re p or t s to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring 
action. (4) Election of officers. (5) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II. Directors. The first meeting of the Directors in each vear shall be held in the Con- 
gregational House at 3 o'clock p.m. of the Monday following then* appointment (or on the next 
succeeding day if said Monday shall be a legal holiday), notices of which meeting shall be sent to 
each Director by the Secretary. 

At this meeting they shall (1) choose by ballot a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of 
a committee of three appointed by the Chair) a Finance Committee, a Committee in charge of the 
Congregational House, and a Library Committee — each of three members — to serve for the year 
and until their suc cess ors shall be appointed ; (a) fix the times of subsequent meetings and the 
method of calling such and all special meetings. 

Upon advice of the Finance Committee, the Directors shall order the disposal of all moneys 
belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer; upon advice of the Committee in 
charge of the Congregational House, they shall establish the rent roll and general disposal of the 
renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, they shall fix the 
salary of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in general take 
order for the security, growth, and best usefulness of the Library. They shall make report of 
their doings at each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment 
its welfare may require. 

At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous meeting shall be 
read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the Secretary in confer- 
ence with toe Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, shall be presented ana proceeded 
upon. 

III. Thb Librarian. The Librarian : (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible for its care, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) shall cause to be made and kept tor use 
suitable catalogues of its contents ; (3) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor ; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the prindpal accessions of the year 
then dosing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to the welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee ; (6) shall be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened when the library is dosed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one else to enter it, with any light not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
shall be present in the library himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed tor its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
suffer from untrustworthy persons ; (8) shall have power to exdude any person proving himself 
unworthy ; fa) and shall keep all specially valuable books, manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
and key, and allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 

IV. Thb Library, (i) No book, pamphlet, manuscript, or other artide shall be loaned 
or r em o ved from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian may allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days, (a) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc, belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during inch hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. 

V. In Gbnbbal All previous By-Laws are hereby repealed ; and these may be amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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THE 



American Congregational Association, 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the American Congregational Asso- 
ciation was held in Pilgrim Hall on Monday, May 23, 1898, at 
twelve o'clock, noon. A quorum was present and acting. The 
President, Mr. Samuel Johnson, took the chair, and Rev. Dr. 
A. McKenzie led in prayer. The reading of the records of the 
last meeting was dispensed with. 

It was voted that a Nominating Committee of three be 
appointed by the Chair. The Chair appointed Messrs. Capen, 
Shumway, and Todd. 

Dr. Cobb read the Directors' report, which was accepted and 
ordered printed. It was voted that a cut of the new building and 
the location of the benevolent societies, so far as practicable, with 
a sketch of the work on the new building, be added to the report. 

The Treasurer read his report, and the Secretary read the 
Auditor's report. Both reports were accepted and ordered 
printed. Mr. Capen reported negotiations with the owners of 
No. 16 Beacon Street, and moved the following vote, which was 
passed : 

The draft of an agreement between this Corporation and 
Susan W. Farwell, Henry C. Angell, and Martha B. Angell hav- 
ing been read, it was voted that the President and Treasurer of 
the Corporation be authorized to execute the same in the name 
and on behalf of the Corporation, with such modifications or 
changes as shall be approved by the Building Committee. 

The Nominating Committee reported the following list of 
officers for the ensuing year, who were elected to the respective 
offices for which they were nominated : 



Presidetsi. 
Samuel Johnson, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Charles C. Burr, Auburndale. 

£. W. Blatchford, Esq., Chicago, III 



Marquis F. Dickinson, Esq., Boston. 
Edward A. Studlky, Boston. 
S. Brainard Pratt, Boston. 
Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Roxbury. 
Hon. William H. Hodgkins, Somerville. 
Rev. Elijah Horr, D.D., Brookline. 
Thomas Todd, Concord. 
Corydon M. Whittlesey, West Newton. 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 
Samuel B. Capen, Jamaica Plain. 
Rev. DeWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 
Henry E. Cobb, Newton. 
William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 
Hon. James M. W. Hall, Cambridge. 
Mortimer B. Mason, Boston. 
Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Danvers. 
G. Henry Whitcomb, Worcester. 
Rev. Henry A. Hazen, D.D., Auburndale. 
Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D.D., Brookline. 
Hon. Jonathan A. Lane, Boston. 
William A. Paine, Roxbury. 
Arthur C. Farley, Auburndale. 
Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 
Rev. Edward M. Noyes, Newton Centre. 
John H. Colby, Esq., Boston. 
William F. Whittemore, Boston. 
Frank P. Shumway, Melrose. 
Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., Newton. 
(Together with the Secretary and the Treasurer.) 



Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Treasurer. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Auditor. 
Alonzo C Tenney, Chelsea. 

It was voted to amend Article II of the By-Laws by substi- 
tuting for the words between " Finance Committee " and " to serve 
for the year " the following words : " a Library Committee, each of 
three members, and a Committee in charge of the Congregational 
House, of five members." 

The Secretary, Joshua Coit, made oath to faithfully perform 
the duties of his office, before Thomas Todd, Justice of the 
Peace. 

The meeting dissolved. 

Joshua Coit, Secretary. 



FORTY-FIFTH REPORT 



OF THE 



American Congregational Association, 



I. Retrospect and Prospect. — Forty-five years ago, in the Old 
South Chapel on Spring Lane, this Association was organized by 
a band of earnest men, who sought to express and foster the 
unity of the Congregational body. The methods they chose were 
two : First, to gather the historical memorials of our New England 
fathers ; and second, to erect a Congregational House, in order not 
only to accommodate such memorials, but also to furnish head- 
quarters under one roof for the work of the benevolent societies 

Twenty-five years ago a forward step was taken in the oc- 
cupation of the present building, which had been bought and 
adapted, in some degree, to the service of the denomination. 

Of the more than eight hundred members whose names 
appear on the list in the first annual report of this Association, 
our President, Mr. Samuel Johnson, and our Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr. C. C. Burr, are among the very few still connected with 
us. Of the fourteen Directors who were enrolled a quarter of 
a century ago at the dedication of the House where we still meet, 
all have passed away ; in fact, only ten years ago, but seven of 
our present thirty Directors were on the Board. So rapidly the 
workers succeed each other, while the work goes on. With 
renewed gratitude to an overruling Providence we record the 
fact that the year now closing has witnessed no death from 
among the official ranks of the Association. 

A further cause for gratitude is in all our minds as we 
consider the prospective exchange of these inadequate quarters 
for a new Home, planned and built especially for our purposes, 
with ample room for the denominational interests, and for many 
outside tenants. It is with no small satisfaction that the Directors 
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II. The Financial Situation. — At the last anniversary the 
Association owed $20,000 upon its vacant lot of land at No. 14 
Beacon Street, and held an interest of $150,000 in the property 
at 7-A Beacon Street. The rent it pays while remaining here 
exceeds by about $1,000 the amount it receives from tenants. 
A moment's reflection shows that; this is a moderate charge upon 
the Association, which occupies for its own purposes so large a 
fraction of the building. However, this difference had to be 
made up, as also taxes, salaries, and supplies. The taxes were 
more than doubled, no part of the building now coming under 
the exemption clause. Thus in various ways we have found the 
difference between a rented tenement and a home of our own. 
A part of this extra amount was met by interest on the second 
mortgage of $150,000; the rest, and also the monthly payments 
on account of the new House, which have steadily advanced from 
$3,000 to $40,000, had to be secured by means of loans. In 
March, however, the possession of the old estate was formally 
transferred to Messrs. Houghton & Dutton, by William A. Gas- 
ton, Trustee, who then turned over to us at once the full 
$150,000, which was not due until June 18. This obviated for a 
few months the necessity for further loans; and we are left at 
present with a cash balance of $70,000, which, however, will soon 
be exhausted, as the new building nears completion. Before this 
transaction in March, the Association had borrowed from the 
Provident Institution for Savings $115,000, beginning in August 
with an amount sufficient to pay the balance due on the new site. 
These loans are obtained at 4% in place of 4j%, which had been 
charged before. When the present balance is expended, the 
amount of additional loans to meet last payments on the building 
is not likely to exceed $75,000. The result is that we are to go 
into the new House with a debt of about $190,000, which is less 
than the debt on the old House twelve years ago. At that time 
we were confronted with the problem of an inconvenient building 
which required a constantly increasing outlay for repairs. Now 
the problem is different, but still it is a problem, and the financial 
branch of it resolves itself into this : How can we secure sufficient 
rental from the new House to pay all necessary expenses, includ- 
ing interest, and have a sinking fund to gradually wipe out the 
principal of the debt? At first it seems clear that if we could 
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were left to the last, but during the past few weeks they have 
rapidly ascended, and meanwhile the interior finishing has been 
brought to a good degree of forwardness. The contract had 
called for the completion of the building by the middle of next 
month, but the time has lately been extended to September i, 
although it is expected that the present tenants here can find 
accommodation there by July i. 

When the House is finished and dedicated, it will be appro- 
priate to mention in detail the various parties whose workmanship 
appears in this or that department of its complex structure. Suffice 
it to say at present that the Building Committee have given a vast 
amount of time, thought, and patience to every detail of the enter- 
prise, in constant consultation with the architects and builders, and 
with all concerned. 

We present as the frontispiece of this Report a view of the 
new House. The upper (eighth) story is to be occupied by the 
offices of the Congregationalism of the Congregational Sunday 
School and Publishing Society, and of Thomas Todd, printer. 
The seventh story is reserved for the American Board, and its 
auxiliary, the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions. Other benev- 
olent Societies will take rooms in the sixth story. The bookstore 
of the Publishing Society is the further store on the first floor, the 
Library is in the rear of the second and third stories, and the Hall 
is at the southeast corner of the basement and sub-basement. 
Nearly all the remaining portions of the building are offered for 
general rental to desirable tenants outside the denominational 
Societies. 

The Directors take pleasure in making honorable mention of 
the labor of love bestowed by our friend and brother, Rev. Edward 
G. Porter, who has applied his ripe experience and excellent taste 
to the delicate task of presiding over the preparation of the em- 
blematic sculptures which are to adorn the front of the building. 
In these four groups of statuary the foundation principles of our 
noble polity are embodied — law, religion, education, and philan- 
thropy. It is for us and those who follow us to so shape the policy 
of the Association that these principles shall be not only symbol- 
ized but realized. 

IV. The Library. — There have been added during the past 
year: Books, 973; pamphlets, 624; unbound numbers of periodi- 
cals, 1,520. 



The Library contains in all: Books, 40,291; pamphlets, 
47,612 ; unbound numbers of periodicals, 37,876. 

These additions, while welcome, have emphasized the over- 
crowding of our present facilities. There are none who look 
forward more longingly to the speedy prospect of abundant room 
than the members of the Library force. While many visitors will 
miss the unique and lofty galleries in which the Library is now 
domiciled, it must be confessed that that style of architecture is 
very wasteful of space, and that all recently built libraries have 
been wise in discarding it. The stack system adopted in the new 
building gives compact stowage, and also, by dint of shortening 
some of the ranges, affords access to students. Accommodations 
will be provided, at the lowest estimate, for 130,000 volumes, be- 
sides the reference books shelved in the reading room. There is 
also a room of ample size reserved for cataloguing, a matter too 
often slighted in library plans. The librarian's room communicates 
directly with both these rooms and also with the stack. The reading 
room is being finished attractively. The whole system will tend 
to the development and best use both of the materials in hand 
and of those which we hope for in the future. 

The problem of removal will be a large and difficult one at 
best ; but a good beginning has been made by the disposal of most 
of the duplicate books of little value, the lumber accumulated in 
twoscore years, which would have added largely to the cost of 
moving, and of which the room was more valuable than the com- 
pany. It is intended to follow the same course at once with respect 
to duplicates of miscellaneous pamphlets and periodicals, preserv- 
ing, however, duplicate copies of important historical pamphlets. 
Whenever in the distant future the shelves of the Library begin 
to be crowded again — and it is interesting to note that the total 
length of shelf room is three and one-fourth miles — whenever that 
time arrives, it will not be necessary to increase the capacity of the 
stack, but simply to bring the Library nearer its original design by 
cutting off some departments that were after-growths. The more 
we can specialize our collection the more useful it will be. 

As foreseen in the last annual report, we have needed to 
spend a good share of last year's appropriation in binding many 
choice old books and pamphlets, which had become so tattered 
that their removal would have been perilous to their existence. 
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But enough has remained over from the regular fund to secure 
tome of the rarest and most important of all our treasures ; and 
this has been supplemented by a special grant from the Stickney 
bequest, which has put us in possession of the private library of 
the late Rev. Dr. Court of Lowell, including a historical collection 
on the Jesuits that is almost unrivalled. 

According to custom, a few of the most important accessions 
of the past year, belonging to various dates and departments, are 
here mentioned, to give a general view of the kind of material 
which the Congregational Library makes accessible to its patrons. 
There follows, also as usual, a list of donors with their gifts of 
hooks, pamphlets, and magazines. 

K. Iliowne: Treatise of Reformation, etc. 1582. 

j. Knbhuon: A Manumission, etc. 161 5. 

J. < 'niton : Conference with the Elders. 1646. 

I. Mather: Artillery Election Sermon. 171a 

T. IN hue: Chronological History of New England. 1736-55. 
Vital Km did of Rhode Island. 1891-97. 
('. (iiiihUug: Fifteen Hebrew MSS. in Collotype* 1897. 
(i. Ma&pein: Struggle of the Nations. 1897. 

II. Truuvaon : Biography of Lord Tennyson. 1897. 
AiUiiim Genealogy. 1S98. 

Km in ol 1'iayrr Against "Rebels,*' 1776. 1898. 
HluUohI'h lli.ntoiy Reprint. 1S9S. 



Donations of Books, Pamphlets, and Magazines. 
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Alcott, Rev. William P., Boxford 6 

Alvord, Rer. H. C, South Weymouth 1 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y 12 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, 

newspapers 42 839 446 

American Colonization Society, Washington, D. C 2 

American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y 2 6 4 

American Peace Society, Boston 24 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y 6 12 

Amherst College, Amherst 2 

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, Boston .... 1 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andorer 1 

Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga. 1 

Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y 2 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me 1 

Barton, Rev. W. S., D.D., Jamaica Plain 8 2 

Basford, George W., Roxbury 1 

Bates, Rer. S. D., Burlington, Yt 1 

Beale, Rer. C. H., D.D., Roxbury, 1 MS 

Bell, Rev. W. S., Helena, Mont 2 

Beloit College, Beloit, Wis. 1 1 

Berkeley Divinity School, Middletown, Ct 1 

Berle, Rev. A. A., D.D., Brighton 1 40 

Boston City Registrar 1 

Boston Park Department 1 

Boston Public Library 11 12 

Boston Record Commissioners 1 

Boston Street-laying-out Department 1 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me 8 

Bradford, Rev. A. H., D.D., Montdair, N. J 1 

Brookline Public Library . 1 

Brooklyn (N. Y.) Public Library 1 

Brooks, Rev. William Henry, D.D., Boston 2 

Brown University, Providence, R. 1 1 1 

Bruce, Rev. H. J., Satara, India 8 

Buffalo Historical Society, Buffalo, N. Y 2 

Bunker Hill Monument Association 1 

Byington, Rev. E. H., D.D., Newton 1 

Cambridge Public Library 6 10 

Carpenter, Rev. C. C, Andover 15 

Chapin, Dr. H. B., New York, N. Y 1 

Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, 111. 2 

Cincinnati Public Library 1 

Clapp, J. B., Boston 2 

Cobb, Rev. L. H., D.D., New York, N. Y 841 

Cobb, Rev. W. H., D.D., Newton Centre 1 14 

Coffin, Mrs. C. C, Boston 17 42 14 
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Coit, Rev. Joshua, Winchester, 1 MS. 

Colby University, WaterviUe, Me. 

Cole, Rev. S. V. t Norton 

Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Col. 

Congregational Education Society, Boston 

Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society, Boston 

Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford 

Cooley, Rev. W. F., Chatham, N. J 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H 

Davis, Rev. Ozora S., Springfield, Vt 

Deane, Rev. James, Crown Point, N. Y. 

Dodge, James H., Boston 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, New York, NY 

Dorchester, Rev. Daniel, D.D. 

Drury College, Springfield, Mo. 

Dudley, Rev. M. S., Boston 

Dyer, Nathaniel A., Medford 

Eaton, Rev. W. H., Boston 

Egleston, Rev. N. H., Washington, D. C 

Essex Institute, Salem 

Fairbank, Rev. John B., Jacksonville, 111 

Ford, Rev. James T., Los Angeles, Cal 

Fuller, Rev. Jonathan K., Barton Landing, Vt 

Furber, Rev. Daniel L., D.D., Newton Centre 

Gallinger, Hon. Jacob H., Concord, N. H 

Gerould, Rev. S. L., D.D., Hollis, N. H 

Green, S. A., M.D., Boston 

Greene, W. L. & Co., Boston 

Harriman, Rev. F. W., Windsor, Ct. 

Harris, Prof. George, D.D., Andover 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Ct 

Harvard University, Cambridge 

Hazen, Rev. H. A., D.D., Auburndale 

Hill, Rev. C. G., Maiden 

Hinsdale, John, West Winsted, Ct 

Hoar, Hon. George F., Worcester, through Joseph P. Smith, Washing- 
ton, D. C 

Home, Samuel B., Hartford, Ct 

Houghton, Rev. Ross C, D.D., Chelsea 

Hovey, Rev. H. C, D.D., Newbury port 

Hyde, Rev. N. A., D.D., Indianapolis, Ind 

International Young Men's Christian Association Training School, 
Springfield 

James, Rev. H. P., Colfax, Wn 

Jewett, Rev. H. E., Berkeley, Cal 

Kelsey, Rev. F. D., Toledo, O 

Kimball Union Academy, Meriden, N. H. 

Kyte, Rev. Joseph, South Braintree 

Lane, Mrs. Jonathan A., Boston 

Low, Rev. Warren F., Holbrook, 1 MS 

Luce, Rev. Frank L., Taunton, I MS 

Makepeace, Rev. F. B., Springfield 

Manchester, Rev. Alfred, Salem 

Martin, Junius M., Salem, Io 

Massachusetts, Commonwealth of 
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Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 1 2 

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston 2 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 2 1 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston 1 

McCormick, C. H., Chicago, 111 1 

McFarland, Miss Annie A., Concord, N. H 2 

Mercantile Library, Philadelphia, Pa. 3 

Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vt 7 

Mills, Rev. George S., Belfast, Me 1 

Minnesota Historical Society, St Paul, Minn. 1 2 

Moore, Rev. William H., Hartford, Ct 2 

Moras, Rev. G. H., Montville, Ct 1 

Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley 2 

Munger, Rer. T. T., D.D., New Haren, Ct 26 

Mutch, Rer. William J., New Haren, Ct 1 

New Bedford Free Public Library 1 

New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston .... 6 

New England Society, Brooklyn, N. Y 1 

New England Society, New York, N. Y 8 

Newton, City of 1 

Newton Free Library 1 

New York Public Library 1 

Noble, Rer. F. A., D.D., Chicago, I1L 1 

Oberlin College Library, Oberlin, 2 8 

Ohio Historical and Philosophical Society, Cincinnati, O. 1 

Peet, Rer. S. D., Ph.D , Good Hope, 111 6 

P'loubet, Rer. F. N., D.D., Auburndale 2 

Pennsylvania Prison Society, Philadelphia, Pa. 1 

Perkins Institution for the Blind, Boston 1 

Perry, Rer. D. B., Crete, Neb 1 

Porter, Rer. E. G., Dorchester 4 

Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pa 1 

Princeton University, Princeton, N. J 1 

Rice, Rev. C. B., D.D., Danvers 1 

Roberts, Rev. William H., D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. ... 1 

Saint Louis Free Public Library 2 

Savage, Rev. G. S. F., D.D., Chicago, I1L 1 

Seymour, Rev. C. R., Bennington, Vt 1 

Sharp, James C, Dorchester, Estate of 14 

Smith, Hon. Isaac W., Concord, N. H 1 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C 2 

Smyth, Thomas, Boston 1 

Stearns, Rev. George W., Middleboro 1 

Taylor, Rev. C. F., Weeping Water, Neb 1 

Taylor, Rev. Jeremiah, D.D., Brookline 1 

Tenney, Rev. E. P., Cambridge 1 

Thompson, Rev. A. C, D.D., Roxbury 1 

Todd, Thomas, Concord 4 

Trinity College, Hartford, Ct 1 

Tufts College, CoUege Hill 1 

United States Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, D. C 4 

United States Commissioner of Education, Washington, DC... 5 

United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C, 14 folios, 83 30 

United States Department of Labor, Washington, D. C ... 6 

United States Department of State, Washington, D. C 9 1 

United States Treasury Department, Washington, D. C ... 1 
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ACT OF INCORPORATION 

OP THE 

American Congregational Sd&etotiatum* 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-four. 

An Act to incorporate the Congregational Library Association, at Boston. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section x. Kufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julius A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, at 
Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating a library of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sbc 2. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid purposes. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April 12, 1854.] 



Be it enacted* etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, ar 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred anu 
fifty-four. 

Sbc a. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
April 34, 1856.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The Congregational library Association is hereby authorized to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sec a. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized 
to do such arts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works ; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools ; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and with 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sec 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section x. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold 

Sec a. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
a4, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Sbctiom i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorized to increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sec 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February ax, 1893.] 



CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. The name of this body shall be the American Congregational Association. 

Art. II. The object of this Association shall be to secure the maintenance, in the city of 
Boston, of a Congregational House, for the meetings of the body, the accommodation of its 
library, and for the furtherance of its general purposes ; to found and perpetuate a library of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of the past ; and to do what- 
ever else — within the limits of its charter — shall serve to illustrate Congregational history, and 
promote the general interests of the Congregational churches. 

Art. III. This Association shall be composed of Orthodox Congregationalists, who, having 
been « ^r ,tt " af T <1 by the Board of Directors, shall have been admitted to membership by ballot at 
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niy ar* vital mct^ir-, by a rote of two thirds of the lnembcnpresent and voting, on signing 4m 
i. '•■rsrituti'rti or fi'hcrwise accejrting membership in writing. Tnere shall be due from each menv 
U r <y.\ tiir day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar; and if such sum have not been 

UA by the «.io\»: of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refu s ing shall 
i.ctiin >: if {.obsibk-, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, has member- 
ship -]i;i ! l c.a^e liut any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten i'u-11. rs at any mie time, shall be fr-ed from this assessment. All moneys received under the 
provision* r.f this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the tibmry. 

AivT. 1 V. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its m ember s 
at the annu.il me- ting, and who shall serve for the year, and anal their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President : two Vic*-- Presidents; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directory hi* book of records bcinu kept in the library; a Librarian; a Treasurer: an As sistan t 
Treasurer; and an Auditor — all of whom shall perform the duties usual to their ofices. Tma 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
ventral interests of the Association, fen of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business, should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the year. 
either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill 
the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meeting*, shall be held in 1 tost on. on Monday iireceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at 12 o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newsj>apers of Boston, at least one week previous. T w en ty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. Thi» Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Mhrting. The excercises shall be: (1) Prayer. (2) Hearing reports of 
Directors and other officer* having reports to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring 
action. (4) Klection of officers. 15) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II Directors. The first meeting of the Directors in each year shall be held in the Con- 
gregational House at 3 o'clock p.m. of the Monday following their appointment (or on the neat 
succeeding day if said Monday shall be a legal holiday), notices of which meeting shall be sent to 
each Director by the Secretary 

At this meeting they shall (1) choose bv ballot a Chairman for the vear, and (on nomination of 
a committee of three appointed by the (hair.) a Finance Committee and a Library Committee, each 
of three members, and a Committee in charge of the Congregational House of five members, — to 
serve for the year and until their successors shall be appointed; (*) fix the times of subsequent 
meeting* and the method of calling such and all special meetings. 

Up<>n advice of the Finance Committee, the Directors .shall order the disposal of all moneys 
belonging to the Association in the hands ot the Treasurer: upon advice 01 the Committee in 
charge of th^ Conjrn -ational Hou*e, they -hal! establish the rent roll and general disposal of the 
renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, they shall fix the 
« alary of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in genera! take 
order for the security, growth, and best usefulness of the Library. They shall make report of 
their doings at each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment 
its welfare may require. 

At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the but previous meeting shall be 
read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the Secretary in confer- 
ence with the Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, snail be presented and proceeded 
u]x>n. 

III. Tun Librarian. The Librarian: (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible fiT its car;, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) shall cause to be made and kept lor use 
suitable catalogues ot its contents: i\) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue invt sti-atioTis tin n in ; (.;) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor ; 
(5) .sh ill K|N)rt to the Director-., whenever requited, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the principal accessions of the year 
then cl'-sir.-^, with any Mi^ge^tious deemed ex]K:di-:nt as to the welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee; (6) shall be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened whin the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, imr all"\v any one el: e to enter it, with any livht not s-cured within a lantern, and 
shall uiidi r no cin um-tanos allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
shall Ivi pp'sont in tin; library himsi-lf, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours pr. criind for its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
sufli-r fr- ni u itruMwortby j»-r«.o!is; (*) shall have power to exclude any person proving himself 
unworthy ; («;) and shall k'ji p all s|>ecial!y valuable books manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
and ki-v, and allow th'in to be con-.n,t< d only in hi* presence, or th.it of his assistant. 

1\. Tun Liihakv. (1) No brmk, pamphlet, manuscript, or othtr article shall be loaned 
or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor? hall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any < ireumstanccs. On his own pergonal responsibility, however, the Librarian may allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public: observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. 

V. In f iRM'ral All previous By-Laws are hereby repealed ; and these maybe amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two tliirds of the members present and voting. 
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any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing th« 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. Tnere shall be due worn each mem- 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar; and if such sum have not been 
Eaid by the close of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refusing shall 
e notified if possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
ship shall cease. But any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment All moneys received under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Akt. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President j two Vice-Presidents ; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, his book of records being kept in the library ; a Librarian ; a Treasurer ; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor — all of whom shall perform the dudes usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
ueneral interests of the Association, ten of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. Should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the year. 
either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill 
the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston, on Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at 12 o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Mrbting. The excercises shall be: (i) Prayer. (2) Hearing reports of 
Directors and other officers having reports to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring 
action. (4) Election of officers. (5) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II Directors. The first meeting of the Directors in each year shall be held in the Con- 
gregational House at 3 o'clock p.m. of the Monday following their appointment (or on the next 
succeeding day if said Monday shall be a legal holiday), notices of which meeting shall be sent to 
each Director by the Secretary. 

At this meeting they shall (1) choose by ballot a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of 
a committee of three appointed by the Chair) a Finance Committee ana a Library Committee, each 
of three members, and a Committee in charge of the Congregational House of five members, — to 
serve for the year and until their successors shall be appointed ; (2) fix the times of subsequent 
meetings and the method of calling such and all special meetings. 

Upon advice of the Finance Committee, the Directors shall order the disposal of all moneys 
belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer; upon advice of the Committee in 
charge of the Congregational House, they shall establish the rent roll and general disposal of the 
renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, they shall fix the 
f alary of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in genera] take 
order for the security, growth, and best usefulness of the Library. They shall make report of 
their doings at each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment 
its welfare may require. 

At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous meeting shall be 
read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the Secretary in confer- 
ence with the Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, shall be presented and proceeded 
upon. 

III. Thr Librarian. The Librarian : (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible for its care, condition, order, and due growth; (2) shall cause to be made and kept tor use 
suitable catalogues of its contents ; (x) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor ; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the principal accessions of the year 
then closing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to trie welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee ; (6) shall be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened when the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one else to enter it, with any light not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
shall be present in the library himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed for its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
suffer from untrustworthy persons; (8) shall have power to exclude any person proving himself 
unworthy ; (a) and shall keep all specially valuable books, manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
and key, and allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 

IV. Tub Likkary. (1) No book, pamphlet, manuscript, or other article shall be loaned 
or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may dt.si;^nate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian may allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. ^^^^^ 

V. In Grnkral All previous By-Laws are hereby rfj^^^^^^fe*** ma y be amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two thiid^^|^t ^^Bfff* 611 * **** voting. 
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any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the memberapreaent and voting, on signing tha> 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. Tnere shall be due from each mem- 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar; and if such sum hare not been 
paid by the close of the next following annual meeting, the person ao neglecting or refusing shall 
be notified if possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
ship shall cease. Hut any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment. All moneys received under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President ; two Vice-Presidents; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, his book of records being kept in the library; a Librarian ; a Treasurer ; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor — all of whom shall perform the duties usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
general interests of the Association, ten of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. Should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the year. 
either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill 
the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston, on Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at 12 o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Meeting. The excercises shall be: (1) Prayer. (2) Hearing reports of 
Directors and other officers having reports to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring 
action. (4) Election of officers. (5) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II Directors. The first meeting of the Directors iu each vear shall be held in the Con- 
gregational House at 3 o'clock p.m. of the Monday following their appointment (or on the next 
succeeding day if said Monday shall be a legal holiday), notices of which meeting shall be sent to 
each Director by the Secretary 

At this meeting they shall (1) choose by ballot a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of 
a committee of three appointed by the Chair) a Finance Committee ana a Library Committee, each 
of three members, and a Committee in charge of the Congregational House of five members, — to 
serve for the year and until their successors shall be appointed ; (2) fix the times of subsequent 
meetings and the method of calling such and all special meetings. 

Upon advice of the Finance Committee, the Directors shall order the disposal of all moneys 
belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer ; upon advice of the Committee in 
charge of the Congregational House, they shall establish the rent roll and general disposal of the 
renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, they shall fix the 
raUry of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in general take 
order for the security, growth, and best usefulness of the Library. They shall make report of 
their doings at each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment 
its welfare may require. 

At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous meeting shall be 
read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the Secretary in confer- 
ence with the Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, snail be presented and proceeded 
upon. 

III. The Librarian. The Librarian: (1) shall have charge of the library, and lie respon- 
sible for its care, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) shall cause to be made and kept tor use 
suitable catalogues of its contents ; (3) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor ; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the principal accessions of the year 
then closing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to the welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee ; (6) shall be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened when the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one eke to enter it, with any liyht not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
shall be present in the librarv himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed for its l>eing open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the librarv 
suffer fn m u -^trustworthy jwrMms; (t) shall have power to exclude any person proving himself 
unworthy ; (9) and shall keep all specially valuable books, manuscripts and curiosities under lock 
and key, and allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 

IV. The Library. (1) No book, pamphlet, manuscript, or other article shall be loaned 
or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian mav allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. ^^^^^^ 

V. In General All previous By-Laws are hereby re fl^^^^^tlkfc*ft mav be amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two third^^H^L ^VBlMMfti and voting. 




THENEWYORK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

P3S559 

T1LQEN FOUNDATIONS. 

1899. 



FORTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 

DIRECTORS 

AMERICAN CONGREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

PRESENTED MAY 39, 1899. 



REPORT 



CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY 



r 



»HERS ■„; EE-l-V 



any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the membenpresent and voting, on signing thsj 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. There shall be due from each mem- 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar; and if such sum have not been 
paid by the close of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refusing shall 
be notified if possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
ship shall cease. But any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment All moneys received under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President j two Vice-Presidents ; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, his book of records being kept in the library ; a Librarian ; a Treasurer ; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor— all of whom shall perform the duties usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
ccneral interests of the Association, Un of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. Should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the year. 
either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill 
the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston, on Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at 12 o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Meeting. The excercises shall be: (1) Prayer. (2) Hearing reports of 
Directors and other officers having reports to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring 
action. (4) Election of officers. (5) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II Directors. The first meeting of the Directors in each vear shall be held in the Con- 
gregational House at 3 o'clock p.m. of the Monday following their appointment (or on the next 
succeeding day if said Monday shall be a legal holiday), notices of which meeting shall be sent to 
each Director by the Secretary. 

At this meeting they shall (1) choose by ballot a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of 
a committee of three appointed by the Chair) a Finance Committee ana a Library Committee, each 
of three members, and a Committee in charge of the Congregational House of five members, — to 
serve for the year and until their successors shall be appointed; (2) fix the times of subsequent 
meetings and the method of calling such and all special meetings. 

Upon advice of the Finance Committee, the Directors shall order the disposal of all moneys 
belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer; upon advice ot the Committee in 
charge oft he Congregational House, they shall establish the rent roll and general disposal of the 
renting and care of that building; and upon advice of the Library Committee, they shall fix the 
ralary of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in general take 
order for the security, growth, and best usefulness of the Library. They shall make report of 
their doings at each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment 
its welfare may require. 

At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous meeting shall be 
read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the Secretary in confer- 
ence with the Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, snail be presented and proceeded 
upon. 

III. The Librarian. The Librarian : (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible f»>r its care, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) shall cause to be made and kept tor use 
suitable catalogues of its contents; (3) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor ; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the princijvtl accessions of the year 
then closing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to the welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee; (6) shall be held personally res[>onsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened when the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one else to enter it, with any light not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
shall be present in the librarv himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed for its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
suffer fn-m untrustworthy persons; (8) shall have power to exclude any person proving himself 
unworthy ; (9) and shall keep all specially valuable books, manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
and key, and allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 

IV. Thk LiiiKARY. (1) No book, pamphlet, manuscript, or other article shall be loaned 
or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian may allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. 

V. In General All previous By-Laws are hereby reoaafl^^^^hcae may be amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two thir^a^^^B* ^^Mftent and voting. 
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•ny annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the memberspresent and voting, on signing the 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. Tnere shall be due from each mem- 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar; and if such sum have not been 
paid by the close of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refusing shall 
be notified if possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
ship shall cease. But any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not leas than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment All moneys received under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President j two Vice-Presidents; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, his book of records being kept in the library; a Librarian ; a Treasurer ; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor— all of whom shall perform the dudes usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
general interests of the Association, ten of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. Should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the year. 
either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill 
the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston, on Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at ia o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Mhkting. The excercises shall be: (i) Prayer. (2) Hearing reports of 
Directors and other officers having reports to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring 
action. (4) Election of officers. (5) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II Directors. The first meeting of the Directors in each vear shall be held in the Con* 
gregational House at 3 o'clock p.m. of the Monday following their appointment (or on the next 
succeeding day if said Monday shall be a legal holiday), notices of which meeting shall be sent to 
each Director by the Secretary. 

At this meeting they shall (1) choose by ballot a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of 
a committee of three appointed by the Chair) a Finance Committee ana a Library Committee, each 
of three members, and a Committee in charge of the Congregational House of five members, — to 
serve for the year and until their successors shall be appointed; (2) fix the times of subsequent 
meetings and the method of calling such and all special meetings. 

Upon advice of the Finance Committee, the Directors shall order the disposal of all moneys 
belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer; upon advice 01 the Committee in 
charge of the Congregational House, they shall establish the rent roll and general disposal of the 
renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, they shall fix the 
f alary of the Librarian, appoint aud fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in general take 
order for the security, growth, and best usefulness of the Library. They shall make report of 
their doings at each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment 
its welfare may require. 

At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous meeting shall be 
read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the Secretary in confer- 
ence with the Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, snail be presented and proceeded 
upon. 

III. Thr Librarian. The Librarian : (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible for its care, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) shall cause to be made and kept lor use 
suitable catalogues of its contents ; (3) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor ; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additious, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the principal accessions of the year 
then closing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to the welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee; (6) shall be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened when the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one else to enter it, with any light not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein ; (7) 
shall be present in the library himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed for its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
suffer from u-jtrustviorthy persons; (S) shall have power to exclude any person proving himself 
unworthy ; (9) and shall keep all specially valuable books, manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
and key, and allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 

IV. Tub Liukary. (1) No book, pamphlet, manuscript, or other article shall be loaned 
or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian may allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. 

V. In General All previous By-Laws are hereby repealed ; and these may be amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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•ny annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on ■*g""»g the 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. Tnere shall be due from each mem- 
ber on the day of every annual meeting the sum of one dollar; and if such sum have not been 
paid by the close of the next following annual meeting, the person so neglecting or refusing shall 
be notified if possible, and unless the amount be paid within three months thereafter, his member- 
ship shall cease. But any member who has heretofore paid, or may hereafter pay, not less than 
ten dollars at any one time, shall be freed from this assessment All moneys received under the 
provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President j two Vice-Presidents ; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who shall 
be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, his book of records being kept in the library; a Librarian; a Treasurer; an Assistant 
Treasurer; and an Auditor— all of whom shall perform the dudes usual to their offices. This 
Secretary and Treasurer, with twenty-eight others, shall be a Board of Directors, charged with the 
general interests of the Association, ten of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. Should any vacancy occur in the list of officers or Directors at any time during the year, 
either by failure to elect or by reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill 
the vacancy by ballot at any meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meetings for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston, on Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May, in 
each year, at 12 o'clock m. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the 
Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty 
members shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Mbbting. The excercises shall be: (1) Prayer. (2) Hearing reports of 
Directors and other officers having reports to make. (3) Action upon such reports requiring 
action. (4) Election of officers. (5) Such other business as may properly be done. 

II Directors. The first meeting of the Directors in each vear shall be held in the Con* 
gregational House at 3 o'clock p.m. of the Monday following their appointment (or on the next 
succeeding day if said Monday shall be a legal holiday), notices of which meeting shall be sent to 
each Director by the Secretary. 

At this meeting they shall (1) choose by ballot a Chairman for the year, and (on nomination of 
a committee of three appointed by the Chair) a Finance Committee ana a Library Committee, each 
of three members, and a Committee in charge of the Congregational House of five members, — to 
serve for the year and until their successors shall be appointed; (2) fix the times of subsequent 
meetings and the method of calling such and all special meetings. 

Upon advice of the Finance Committee, the Directors shall order the disposal of all moneys 
belonging to the Association in the hands of the Treasurer ; upon advice 01 the Committee in 
charge of the Congregational House, they shall establish the rent roll and general disposal of the 
renting and care of that building ; and upon advice of the Library Committee, they shall fix the 
ralary of the Librarian, appoint and fix the salary of one or more assistants, and in general take 
order for the security, growth, and best usefulness of the Library. They shall make report of 
their doings at each annual meeting, suggesting to the Association such action as in their judgment 
its welfare may require. 

At the opening of each Directors' meeting the minutes of the last previous meeting shall be 
read and approved, and a docket of business, which has been prepared by the Secretary in confer- 
ence with the Chairmen of the Committees of the Directors, snail be presented and proceeded 
upon. 

III. Thr Librarian. The Librarian : (1) shall have charge of the library, and be respon- 
sible for its care, condition, order, and due growth ; (2) shall cause to be made and kept tor use 
suitable catalogues of its contents ; (3) shall give such aid as he can to all students desiring to 
pursue investigations therein ; (4) shall acknowledge all donations by note addressed to the donor; 
(5) shall report to the Directors, whenever requested, or he may deem it important, all donations 
and additions, and to the Association at its annual meeting, the principal accessions of the year 
then closing, with any suggestions deemed expedient as to trie welfare of the library — all under 
the direction of the Library Committee ; (6) shall be held personally responsible that every shutter, 
with the extra doors, be shut and securely fastened when the library is closed, and shall never 
enter the room, nor allow any one else to enter it, with any light not secured within a lantern, and 
shall under no circumstances allow a kerosene or spirit lamp to be taken into or used therein; (7) 
shall be present in the library himself, or by an assistant approved by the Library Committee, 
during the hours prescribed for its being open, and exercise constant vigilance lest the library 
suffer fn;in untrustworthy persons; (8) shall have power to exclude any person proving himself 
unworthy ; (9) and shall keep all specially valuable books, manuscripts, and curiosities under lock 
and key, and allow them to be consulted only in his presence, or that of his assistant. 

IV. Thk Library. (1) No b«>ok, pamphlet, manuscript, or other article shall be loaned 
or removed from the library — except for binding or repair — without the written permission of 
the Library Committee ; nor shall such books and manuscripts as they may designate be loaned 
under any circumstances. On his own personal responsibility, however, the Librarian may allow 
such books or pamphlets as he knows can be easily duplicated, to be so loaned for a period not to 
exceed ten days. (2) All books, tracts, manuscripts, maps, etc., belonging to the Association shall 
be distinctly marked as its property. (3) The library shall be open on all week-days, except those 
of public observance, during such hours as shall be ordered by the Directors upon advice of the 
Library Committee. 

V. In Ghnfral All previous By-Laws are hereby repealed; and these maybe amended at 
any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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THE 



American Congregational Association, 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the American Congregational Asso- 
ciation was held in Pilgrim Hall on Monday, May 29, 1899, at 
12 m. A quorum was present and acting. In the absence of 
President and Vice-President, Mr. Samuel B. Capen was chosen 
Chairman, and Rev. Morton Dexter led in prayer. 

It was voted to dispense with the reading of the records of 
the last meeting. 

It was voted that a Nominating Committee of three be 
appointed by the Chair. Rev. Dr. Rice and Messrs. Whittemore 
and Noyes were so appointed. 

Rev. Dr. Cobb read the Directors' report, which was accepted 
and ordered printed. It was voted that the Secretary and Libra- 
rian and W. F. Whittemore be the committee to print the report, 
and that to the report as read there be added details in regard to 
the building ; the location of the Benevolent Societies to be shown 
by plan ; and that a liberal edition, properly illustrated, be issued.* 

It was voted that the President or one of the Vice-Presidents 
and the Treasurer be and hereby are authorized to sign, on behalf 
of the Association, an agreement negotiated December 27, 1898, 
between this Association and Mrs. S. W. Farwell, H. C. Angell 
and Martha B. Angell. 

It was voted that the President or one of the Vice-Presidents 
and the Treasurer be and hereby are authorized to sign, on behalf 
of the Association, an agreement or indenture negotiated Novem- 
ber 21, 1898, between the proprietors of the Boston Athenaeum 
and this Association. 



* See note, page 23. 
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Kkv. Chablss B. Hick, D.D., Danvers. 

G. Huut,y WKiTtoita, Worcester. 

Rkv. Hbnhy A. Hazw*. D.tA, Auburndaic. 
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Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D.D., Brookline. 

William A. Paine, Roxbury. 

Arthur C. Farley, Auburndale. 

Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 

Rev. Edward M. Noyes, Newton Centre. 

John H. Colby, Esq., Boston. 

William F. Whittemore, Boston. 

Frank P. Shumway, Melrose. 

Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., Newton. 

Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Alfred M. Ziegler, Roxbury. 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Treasurer. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Auditor. 
Alonzo C. Tenney, Chelsea. 

On recommendation of the Directors, the following persons 
were elected to membership : 

Ackerman, Herbert N., Medford ; Adams, John S., Brookline ; Al- 
drich, Charles E., Roxbury ; Alvord, Alfred E., Newton Centre ; Ara- 
kelyan, Jacob J., Dorchester; Bacon, William F., Newton; Balkam, 
Stephen B., Hyde Park ; Barrell, James S., Cambridge ; Barrows, James 
S., Roxbury; Bell, Edwin D., Dorchester; Belt, Charles B., M.D., South 
Boston; Bennett, John A., Boston; Bird, Lewis J., Roxbury; Briggs, 
Frederick M., Roxbury; Brown, David H., West Medford; Brown, J. 
Adams, West Roxbury; Bundy, Frank E., M.D., Boston; Carter, 
Charles W., Auburndale ; Carter, John R., Woburn ; Carter, Sylvester 



B. ( Brighton ; Chester, Walstein R., Brookline ; Clarke, Wilbur S., Cam- 
bridgeport ; Cole, Barna S., Somerville ; Conant, Hamilton S., Boston ; 
Cook, Edward E., Roxbury ; Covel, Alphonso S., Boston ; Covell, Rev. 
Arthur J., Lynn; Crosby, Austin R., Cambridgeport ; Crowell, E. Os- 
borne, Dorchester; Crowell, Lincoln F., Wollaston; Darling, Samuel 
C, Somerville ; Darrow, Alfred L., Boston ; Davis, Rev. Perley B., D.D., 
Dorchester; Day, Henry B., West Newton; Diraick, Frank E^ East 
Boston ; Diraick, Orlando W., Watertown ; Dinsmore, Rev. Charles A., 
South Boston; Eldridge, Edric, Somerville ; Eliot, John F., Hyde Park; 
Evans, Rev. Daniel, Cambridge; Farrar, Frederic A., Jamaica Plain; 
Fowle, Luke W., Woburn; Freeman, Rev. George E., Lynnfield; 
French, Rev. Henry H., Maiden ; Gay, Albert, Brookline ; Gay, Richard 
L., Boston ; Goodrich, Charles N., Medford ; Gordon, Rev. George A., 
D.D., Boston ; Goss, Elbridge S., Melrose ; Gray, J. Converse, Boston 
Gray, John E., Cambridgeport ; Greene, Nathaniel, Jamaica Plain 
Grover, Lucas B., Cambridge ; Haarvig, Rev. John O., Allston ; Hale 
Arthur W., Winchester; Hale, Rev. Harris G., Brookline; Harris 
Andrew, Watertown; Harris, Edwin A., Roxbury; Harwood, Hon 
Albert R., Newton Centre; Havens, Rev. Charles E., Newton High 
lands ; Heath, Daniel C, Newtonville ; Herbert, John, Somerville 
Hopkins, Charles A., Brookline; Houghton, Rev. Ross C, D.D. 
Chelsea; Johnson, Arthur S., Boston; Keene, Samuel, Brighton 
King, George R., Boston ; Kinney, George E. S., Roxbury ; Leavitt, Rev 
Burke F., Melrose Highlands; Leavitt, Erasmus D., Cambridgeport 
Leavitt, Rev. Horace H., Somerville; Lewis, Daniel, South Boston; Liff 
ler, Charles, Roxbury ; Loomis, Rev. Samuel L., Boston ; Lovejoy, Al 
van L., Somerville ; McElveen, Rev. William T., Boston ; McFadden 
Rev. Robert A., Chelsea; Mandell, William J., North Cambridge; Ma 
son, William W., Melrose Highlands; Mendell, Seth, Dorchester; Mer 
rill, George S., Cambridge; Meserve, Alonzo, Allston; Moore, Henry 
M., Somerville; Morss, Anthony S., Charlestown; Murdock, William E., 
Dorchester ; Newhall, Frank G., Brighton ; Newton, Rev. D. Augustine, 
Winchester; Noyes, Rev. Charles L., Somerville; Packard, Gardner F., 
Roxbury; Page, Daniel S., Maiden; Page, Moses S., Melrose; Paine, 
Thomas W., Charlestown; Parker, Harrison, Winchester; Parker, John 
E., Stoneham ; Partridge, David E., Boston ; Patrick, Rev. Henry L., 
D.D., Newtonville; Perrin, Frank, D.M.D., West Roxbury; Pierce, 
George W., Jamaica Plain; Plimpton, Herbert M., Norwood; Plumb, 
Rev. Albert H., D.D., Roxbury; Pond, Preston, Winchester; Poole, 
George S., Somerville ; Porteous, John, Boston ; Porter, Rev. Edward 
C, Watertown ; Porter, Rev. Edward G., D.D., Ashmont ; Proctor, Henry 
H M Boston ; Prudden, Rev. Theo. P., D.D., West Newton ; Putnam, Gran- 
ville B., West Newton ; Ramsdell, Rev. Frank E., Cambridgeport ; Scud- 



der, Rev. Doremus, D.D., Woburn ; Seabury, Rev. Joseph B., Dedham ; 
Shapleigh, James H., Brookline ; Sims, Rev. Thomas, D.D., Melrose ; 
Slocum, Winfield S., Newtonville ; Smith, George L., Boston; Stone, 
Arthur C, Chelsea ; Stone, Edwin A., Somerville ; Strong, William C, 
Waban; Swett, Charles E., Winchester; Tarbox, Myron H., Chelsea; 
Taylor, James B., Newtonville; Tead, Rev. Edward S., Somerville; 
Tewksbury, James G., Somerville; Thomas, Rev. Reuen, D.D., Brook- 
line; Thompson, Hon. Edward E., Woburn; Thorndike, Henry A., 
Auburndale ; Torrey, Elbridge, Dorchester ; Treat, Leonard A., Chel- 
sea; Wales, William Q., Dorchester; Walker, Clarence O., Maiden; 
Walton, Milton L., Cambridge; Warren, Horace W., Jamaica Plain; 
Weeden, Rev. Charles F., Norwood; Weston, Thomas, Newton; 
Whipple, Joseph K., Chelsea; White, Maurice P., Roxbury; Wilder, 
Herbert A., Newton; Wilde, W. Eugene, Winchester; Winslow, 
Francis O., Norwood; Woodbury, Edwin S., Dorchester; Ziegler, 
Alfred M^ Roxbury. 

Adjourned. 

J. Coit, Secretary. 



FORTY-SIXTH REPORT 



OF THE 



Directors of the American Congregational Association. 



i. The New House. The past year marks a progress from 
chaos to cosmos. It is customary to attribute great fortitude to 
the Pilgrim and Puritan character, and to associate its manifesta- 
tion with the rigors of a wintry season ; but upon sober reflection 
we should agree that firmness and courage are much more severely 
tested by torrid heat than by frigid blasts. The summer of 1898 
was memorable for the intensity and duration of such trials; in 
the very midst of them the occupants of the Congregational House 
accomplished their emigration, and began the long process of set- 
tlement in this new and beautiful home. The various kinds of life 
which go on here were briefly outlined in the last annual report, 
but it may be well to associate them more closely with their 
environment. 

On the plan of Beacon Street this property is numbered 12 
and 14, but number 12 is now restricted to the store on the left as 
one enters the building. The whole House comprises eight stories, 
besides basement and sub-basement. Owing to the fortunate lay 
of the land, which slopes to the south, the basement is properly so 
called only on the Beacon Street side; in the rear it is above 
ground. Hence Pilgrim Hall, in the basement and sub-basement 
of the southeast corner, is well lighted, without the use of artificial 
light, during the greater part of the year. Being also well venti- 
lated and furnished with comfortable seats, it has begun to attract 
attention as a convenient hall for public and private assemblies. 
In the near future it may be counted on to add a considerable sum 
to the revenues of the building. It is regularly used on Monday 
morning by the Boston Ministers' Meeting. The seating capacity 
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by only 40 per cent the average cost in the old House, though the 
space heated is much greater. 

As explained in the last report, our undertaking is funda- 
mentally a cooperative one. After the first $5,000 of the debt is 
paid, the surplus of rentals above necessary expenses is to be 
divided into two equal parts, one for the sinking fund, the other to 
come back as a rebate to the Benevolent Societies, each receiving 
in proportion to the rent paid. In the past life of this Association 
the unexpected has often happened, especially when it took the 
form of a chilling blight upon the buds of promise. It is therefore 
not safe to prophesy as yet, but at least we can express the judg- 
ment that no obstacles are visible to prevent the beginning of these 
rebates during the coming year. And why cannot assurance be 
made doubly sure ? No nobler work for Congregationalism could 
be accomplished by one whom God has made steward of abundant 
means than the cancellation of the debt upon this building, which 
would have precisely the effect of an annuity to all our benevolent 
societies, and thus strengthen every department of the cause we 
have at heart. 

We cannot close the financial part of this report without com- 
memorating the fidelity and devotion of our departed brother who 
served so long on the Finance Committee, Hon. Jonathan A. Lane. 
It was remarked at the last anniversary that the year had witnessed 
no death from among the official ranks of the Association, but, 
before that report could be issued, he had been taken from our 
sight. Many members will recall the evening at the Boston Con- 
gregational Club, early in 1890, when the matter of a new Congre- 
gational House was laid before that body. Mr. Lane sat a little 
apart at a table, busy with pencil and paper, while the talk went 
on. At length he rose, with a smile on his face, and exclaimed : 
" Mr. President, the thing is practicable." That was the forecast 
of a man of sagacity ; and the event, we trust, has already justified 
his prophecy. In the subsequent steps that have led up to the con- 
summation, Mr. Lane's soundness of judgment has proved of great 
value ; his advice has often been sought, has always been freely 
given, and has seldom, if ever, failed to be followed. 

3. Review of the Year, It is exactly one year and a half 
today since the corner-stone of this House was laid by Gov. Wol- 
cott, Nov. 29, 1897. When half of that period had elapsed, in the 
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which it was erected ; and not the least of the good things about it 
is that its cost comes well within the appropriation made at the 
annual meeting in 1897. 

2. The Finances. The estimate, made a year ago, that we 
should begin life in the new House with a debt of about $190,000, 
came close to the truth. There were, however, a number of minor 
expenditures which concerned not the being but the well-being of 
the enterprise, and whose exact sum was not known at that time. 
The total liabilities at present are $205,000, $5,000 of which we 
expect to pay off soon, leaving an even $200,000. The Provident 
Institution for Savings holds a mortgage on the property to the 
full amount of the indebtedness. The cost of the land was $310,- 
000 ; of the building, with all its accessories, $320,000 ; total cost 
of the plant, $630,000; per cent mortgaged, 32, that is, less than 
one-third. At this point a comparison is instructive. On the old 
Congregational House and land $425,000 was expended twenty- 
five years ago for greatly inferior accommodations ; of that amount, 
nearly 60 per cent was mortgaged. History repeats itself, but 
with some improvements. 

Our rentals here are a variable quantity which has not reached 
its maximum, but the Association is to be congratulated on the 
rapidity with which the building is filling up. At present 66 rooms 
are rented for $38,000 per year. The percentage of rentals on the 
cost of the plant is 6; this will rise to 7^ when the building is 
fully occupied; the percentage in the old House was 5^. The 
Association is certainly obtaining a good return for its investment. 
We have not yet the full data for estimating the necessary 
expenses of the House for an average year; for instance, the 
amount of taxes is as yet undetermined. In the last annual report 
the total necessary expenses, including interest and taxes, were 
reckoned at $35,000. We see no reason to alter that figure mate- 
rially ; and if it can stand, it appears that we have already turned 
the corner, and that as soon as we have had a full year's occu- 
pancy with the present tenants, even if no others are secured, we 
shall begin to bring the principal of the debt below $200,000. 
High praise on this score is due to the strict economy of adminis- 
tration maintained, with constant vigilance, by the Superintendent 
of the House, Mr. George A. Linscott, and his faithful assistants. 
It is surprising, but true, that the cost of fuel here has exceeded 
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the care of the Congregational House — nothing, save the honor 
of discharging well the trust committed to him ; that surely is its 
own best reward. It was in harmony with our deepest oooricdotis 
when, in the prayer of dedication, this edifice, with all its indus- 
tries, was made over into the hands of Him whose we are and 
whom we serve. The first condition for membership in this Asso- 
ciation is membership in the church of Christ; thus we all, not 
simply our Committees, are stewards of this property for the glory 
of God. 



FORTY- SIXTH REPORT 

OF THE 

Congregational Library. 



While the chief business of the year has been the removal and 
entire reclassification of our large collections, the opportunities for 
securing desirable additions have been by no means neglected. 
Gifts of books have been solicited from friends ; auction sales and 
bookstores have been frequented, and numerous catalogues scru- 
tinized. The result is gratifying both in quantity and quality* 
There have been added during the year 1,064 books, 533 pam- 
phlets, 1,461 unbound periodicals, 22 manuscripts. The library 
has in all 41,355 books, 48,145 pamphlets, 39,337 unbound periodi- 
cals. Such figures are easily named, but the facts they stand for 
are important. Here are more than 100,000 objects that had to be 
moved, besides unbound newspapers, pictures, and relics. It was 
high time for this removal. Books had been piled above and 
behind one another for years ; newspapers in great profusion were 
in boxes or on them or piled upon the floors. It was impossible 
to keep all things in order, or even to keep up acquaintance with 
the material in hand. The figures just given constitute the 
remainder after tens of thousands of duplicates had been disposed 
of, besides many heavy volumes of bound newspapers, not strictly 
germane to the purpose of the library. The greater part of the 
contents thus remaining was carried over in boxes, making a hun- 
dred wagon-loads of twenty boxes each ; the rest was transported 
by porters in baskets. The whole was accomplished in just two 
weeks. As each load was brought, the books were placed on the 
shelves, not, of course, in their final order, but still in a manner 
roughly corresponding to the new classification. Those who are 
familiar with library problems will understand that the rearrange- 
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menl in detail has furnished the main occupation of the small 
library force during the intervening months, and that the recata- 
loguinfE will extend over years instead of months. But the labor is 
fully justified by the results. Inaccessible books are useless ; but 
we now have a library, all of whose departments are readily availa- 
ble. It is being used by many students, and many more casual 
readers: sometimes there have been fifty visitors in a day; and its 
use is likely to increase when its advantages become better known. 
For, tlimiks to the thoughtful cooperation of the Committee on 
Plana, the architects, and the Building Committee, the library 
hstji now .1 habil.it of which the denomination has no cause to be 
tahameil Nothing has been considered too good to represent 
Congregationalism. The best modern facilities are seen in the 
Uwk. the toller shelves, the reading room, the delivery desk, and 
lf»*er features. Everything has been decided on after prolonged 
iitquiiy, and usually after competitive examination. The Fen ton 
Metallic Manufacturing Company, of Jamestown, N. V., furnished 
lfc# atttck. watch h*» 5.700 shelves of smooth steel, besides 35a 
iv-Uai thclvts tor heavy folios. To the missionary library of the 
Vwt*ik*r< Ward, which is stored here fot ibe present, are assigned 
*Wut (,e«o of the« shelves. 

The reading room. 40 s jj feet, adjoins the stack at the 
wHitheax ,viv<i ot the building., two floors above Pilgrim Hall. 
\\ lx t.wWfw'N dewr-awd; its furniture Ls of solid elegance: it is 
*»'• *vop.''ed Wirt :h* 'e*i:a£ reviews and magazines. Opening 
i,<Vtt .-£ rts« .0 t!s« aoith is tse room which has been set apart for 
th y - ">j>:«t;-jL;u" .f ,'ur fe^iow-ifueanr. Mr. S. Brainard Pratt, 
t'h.'.x :v«t.t-\ :>it; k \>;\v.!Wi :w irrvdttcc irf Buoy years of faithful 
,h,-»vw->. w^.» «.■"■ t>v*iC >? ami ;c* arcrocrtire setting and. let 
1*, l^>v\ ;i '.■^it.twt a.jidiitg. ?i4ve. At all erects, we welcome 
,l>v 'sOw-VVij «->.v--> *.*» .->iis. ■juc wttiiiii cavesiea? reach of Sun- 
»t^ vKv vtv-W'-v ut%i jc-K-r adSicai snd*:r:s sect valuable 

S.-K-M.U u».. .-rvf in.i^iiKf jiac ,'w "itrar-» is aere-cctcg a spirit 
,-i ias^.'oua j.v.'-f t^i-ivvi w irw iOie ^ Tinisit a ready refuta- 
,itfi*. \*Kf v&<* lib irt-iTV*'* 1 ''ou '.we iovis aad jerxcicais is 

iv : a a *<■'•■> *•«* kh >w< ■iwn*wi ■«*■ lear'* * jaratie. A special 

^.VyK-tM-'l^i «.fcv i*.w<J vi uw<ti£ -'US 'ltws-v WC Tjas^i I410: 

,u.v<- -j.\Jv.KiW *«•"• >;w, v . ."-^ nwp* wiw^Hurra jc wi>~ wis 
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used for cleaning the books before they were moved. Again: 
from the Stickney bequest there was appropriated three months 
ago an amount, not to exceed $500, to purchase books at an auc- 
tion sale ; the amount used was less than $300.00. It thus appears 
that the library department is following the good example of the 
Building Committee and keeping expenses inside appropriations. 
During the year a final payment of about $800 was made on Dr. 
Langworthy's bequest of $10,000, only the income of which can be 
used, and that for certain specified classes of books. Seven-eighths 
of this fund is now productive, and brings an average return of 
4! per cent. 

Among the gifts of friends during the current year, we are 
glad to call attention to two excellent portraits in oil of our 
lamented associates on the Board of Directors, Rev. Drs. A. H. 
Quint and N. G. Clark. Both were executed by artists in Boston, 
and preserve with great fidelity these faces that we miss from our 
counsels. 

Some of the more important books added are as follows : — 

J. Whitgift — Controversy with Cartwright 1574 

W. Travers — Answer to a Popish Epistle 1 583 

H. Barrowe — Petition to Her Majestie 1590 

P. Fairlambe — Recantation of a Br ownist 1601 

T. Hall — Downfall of May Games 1660 

C.Mather — Vision in the Temple 1721 

Christian Monthly History (Edinburgh) 2 vols I 743~45 

T. Story — Journal 1747 

P. Thacher — Fifth of March Oration 1776 

Pelton Genealogy 1892 

S.H.Emery — History of Taunton 1893 

C. H. H. Davis — Egyptian Book of the Dead 1895 

A. McKenzie — The Divine Force in the Life of the World . . 1898 

G. A. Smith — Life of H. Drummond 1898 

G. K. Lewis — Life of John Stoughton 1898 

A. M. Fairbairn — Catholicism 1899 

Early printed books in British Museum (4 vols.) 1898, 99 

Wicklifs Latin Works (22 vols.) 1882-99 

American Statesmen. New Series (28 vols.) 1898-99 

These are but specimens of the contents of our new shelves ; 
may they stimulate many an investigator to dig deep in those 
researches that bring light from the past for the guidance of the 
future. On every side are eager throngs, with eyes bent on the 
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dust, intent on amassing more and ever more of those treasures 
which are valueless unless exchanged for things of solid worth. 
It is our mission to stand for something higher ; to hold up ideals 
of excellence, and encourage men and women to pursue them. 
Those five emphatic words of our charter, " the religious history 
and literature of New England" should be often in our thoughts ; 
for they embody the purest and noblest results which our race has 
gained in all the centuries behind us ; and they beckon us onward 
in the path of the just, which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day. 



Donations of Books, Pamphlets, and Magazines. 



Vols. Pphs. Mags. 

Alcott, Rev. William P., Boxford 6 

Alden, Rev. E. J., Chicago, 111 i 

Allen, James, Ricaford, N. Y a 

Allen, O. P., Palmer i 

American Antiquarian Society, Worcester 4 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y is 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, 

newspapers 26 161 671 

American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y 1 4 

American Peace Society, Boston , 24 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y. is 

American Unitarian Association, Boston a 

Amherst College, Amherst a 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andover 1 

Associated Charities, Boston a 

Aoburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y 1 

Bailey, Rev. O. C, Worcester, x MS. 

Bates, Rer. S. L., Burlington, Yt 1 

Beecher, Prof. W. J., Auburn, N. Y 8 

Bell, Rev. R. C, Granby 1 

Blakeslee, Rev. A. D., Denver, Col a 

Boston, City of x 

Boston Public Library a xa 

Boston Record Commissioners 1 

Boston School Committee 1 

Boston University a 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me. 4 

Boynton, Rev. George M., D.D., Newton Centre .... 1 a 

Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library 1 

Brooks, Rev. William Henry, D.D., Boston 1 

Brown, Rev. Charles R., Oakland, Cal 1 4 

Brown, Rev. S. W., Spencer, a MSS. 

Buffalo Historical Society, Buffalo, N. Y 1 

Bunker Hill Monument Association 1 

Cambridge Public Library 11 

Carleton College, Northfield, Minn 1 

Carpenter, Rev. C. C, Andover 1 a 

Caverno, Rev. Charles, Lombard, 111 a 

Chalmers, Rev. W. I., Riverhead, N. Y a 

Chase, Rev. James B., Hull, Io 4 

Chesterfield Congregational Church 1 

Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, 111 1 

Oagborn, C. C, Philadelphia, Pa. 1 

Cobb, Rev. W. H., D.D., Newton Centre 1 6 

Colby College, Watenrille, Me. 1 
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Vols. Pphs. Mags. 
Congregational Home Missionary Society, New York, N. Y. a 

Congregational Union of England and Wales, London ... i 

Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford r 

Cooley, Rev. William F., Summit, N. J t 

Cousins, Rev. E. M., Biddeford, Me i 

Cummings, W. H., Meriden, N. H t 

Darling, Gen. Charles W., Utica, N. Y a 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H x t 

Dodge, James H., Boston 2 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church, New York, N. Y t ia 

Donnell, Rev. Albert, Slatersville, R. 1 1 

Dunn, Rev. S. B., So. Dartmouth, 1 MS. 

Durkee, William C. , Newton Centre 1 

Eaton, Rev. W. H., Boston 1 

Edwards, D. M., Sayville, N. Y 1 

Egypt Exploration Fund, London t 

Eliot, Rev. L. H., Waterbury, Vt t 

Field, Rev. George W., D.D., Bangor, Me 2 

Flagg, Miss A. S., Boston 1 

Flint, Rev. George H., Boston, 1 MS. 

Ford, Rev. James T. , Los Angeles, Cal 1 

Furber, Rev. Daniel L., D.D., Newton Centre 1 

Gaylord, Rev. Franklin, New York, N. Y., 1 MS. 

General Theological Library, Boston 5 

Gerould, Rev. S. L., Hollis, N. H 5 

Green, S. A., M.D., Boston 2 42 25 

Greene, W. L. & Co., Boston 24 21 69 

Griffis, Rev. W. E., D.D., Ithaca, N. Y 1 

Hall, Prof. E. W., Waterville, Me 1 

Hardcastle, Rev. William, Minneapolis, Minn., 1 MS. 

Harriman, Rev. F. W., Windsor, Ct 1 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Ct 1 

Harvard University, Cambridge 2 

Hassam, John T., Boston 1 

Hazard, Miss Caroline, Peacedale, R. 1 3 

Hazard, M. C, Dorchester 41 

Hazen, Rev. H. A., D.D., Auburndale, 2 MSS. .... 41 iji 30 

Hendley, Rev. H. B., Minneapolis, Minn., 3 MSS. 

Herrick, Rev. S. E., D.D., Boston 1 

Hill, Mrs. Hamilton A., Boston 17 

Hill, Rev. J. L., D.D., Salem 68 

Hood, Rev. George A., Boston 1 6 

Home, Samuel B., Hartford, Ct. 1 

Hubbard, Phinehas, No. Cambridge, 1 MS. 
Humphrey, Rev. Robert, Mattapoisttt, 1 MS. 

Jewett, Rev. H. E., Berkeley, Cal i 

Jewish Foster Home, Philadelphia, Pa 1 

Jones, Edward E., Harford, Pa 2 

Lane, Mrs. Jonathan A., Boston 13 13 54 

Lewis, Rev. J. B., New Marlboro, 1 MS. 

McClelland, Rev. T. C, Newport, R. 1 4 

McKenzie, Rev. Alexander, D.D., Cambridge 1 

Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor, Boston .... 5 3 

Massachusetts, Commonwealth of 3 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 1 1 
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Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 

Massachusetts Humane Society, Boston 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston 

Massachusetts Missionary Society, Boston 

Matson, William Tidd, Portsmouth, Eng. ...... 

Mercantile Library, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Merriam, Otis, Chelsea 

Merrill, Rev. C. H., St. Johnsbury, Vt 

Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vt 

Miner, Rev. H. A., Madison, Wis 

Minnesota Historical Society, St Paul, Minn 

Moore, Rev. Frank L., Minneapolis, Minn., i MS. 

Moore, Rev. W. H., Hartford, Ct 

Mowry, William A., Hyde Park 

Munger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Ct 

Nebraska Historical Society, Lincoln, Neb 

Newberry Library, Chicago, 111 

New Hampshire State Library, Concord, N. H 

Newton Public Library 

Oberlin College Library, Oberlin, Ohio 

Osborn, E., Billings, Mo., a MSS. 

Osborne, Rev. C. P., Boston 

Page, Miss Mary A., Atkinson, N. H 

Peloubet, Rev. F. N., D.D., Auborndale 

Perkins Institution, Boston 

Perry, J. T., Exeter, N. H 

Phillips, Rev. C. H., Jamestown, N. D 

Phillips, Rev. E. W., Worcester, ■ MS. 

Pilgrim Press, Boston 

Pope, Rev. C. H., Cambridge 

Porter, Rev. E. G., Dorchester 

Porter, Fitz John, Morristown, N. J 

Rice, Rev. C. B., Danvers 

Rice, Franklin P., Worcester 

Roberts, Rev. W. H., D.D., Philadelphia, Pa 

Robinson, Charles, Lawrence, Kan 

Roy, Rev. J. E., D.D., Chicago, 111 

St Louis Public Library 

Salem Public Library 

Sanderson, Rev. J. P., Lansing, Mich. 

Sawyer, Roland D., Brockton, i MS. 

Schurman, J. G., LL.D., Ithaca, N. Y 

Scots' Charitable Society, Boston 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C 

Stevens, Miss Philenia, Stoneham, Estate of 

Taylor, F. C, Weeping Water, Neb 

Tufts College, College Hill 

United States Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C. 
United States Commissioner of Education, Washington, D. C. . 
United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C., u folios, 
United States Department of Labor, Washington, D. C. 
United States Department of State, Washington, D. C. 
United States Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. . 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. 

University of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. The name of this body shall be the American Congregational Association. 

Art. II. The object of this Association shall be to secure the maintenance, in the city of 
Boston , of a Congregational HorsK, for the meetings of the body, the accommodation of its 
library, and for the furtherance of its general purposes ; to found and perpetuate a library of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of trie past ; and to do what- 
ever else — within the limits of its charter — shall serve to illustrate Congregational history, and 
promote the general interests of the Congregational churches. 

Art. III. This Association shall be composed of Orthodox Congregationalists, who, having 
becu nominated by the Board of Directors, shall have been admitted to membership by ballot af 
any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing the 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. There shall be two classes of mem- 
bership. Life and Annual. Annual members shall pay an annual assessment of one dollar each, 
payable on the first day of May: and any one neglecting to pay the annual assessment form 
period of three months -shall cease to be a member. 

The payment of ten dollars at any one time by any member shall constitute him a Life mem- 
ber, and he shall thereafter be exempt from the annual assessment. All moneys received under 
the provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President: two Vice-Presidents: a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who 
shall 1k> sworn tu the f.iithf ul performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Hoard of 
Directors; a Librarian: a Treasurer; an Assistant Treasurer: and an Auditor— all of whom 
shall perform the duties usual to their offices — and a Board of Directors consisting of thirty 
members, of which the Secretary and Treasurer shall be members ex officio. Ten members of 
the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Should any vacancy occur 
in the list of officers and Directors at any time during the year, either by failure to elect or by 
reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill the vacancy by ballot at any 
meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meeting for the choice of officers, and for other business a p propriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston on the fourth Monday, or on such other day in May as 
the Directors may determine. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of Direct- 
ors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the Orthodox 
Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty members 
shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 



BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Mheting. The exercises shall be : (i) Prayer. (2) Reports of Directors and 
other officers awl action thereon. (3) Election of officers. (4) And such other business as may 
legally come before the meeting. 

II. Dikfciors. The rust meeting of the Directors shall be held in the Congregational 
House within fourteen days from the Annual Meeting on the call of the Secretary. 

At thi> meeting they shall choose by ballot a Chairman and a Finance Committee and a 
Library Committee, each uf three members, and a House Committee of five members, to serve 
for the year and until their successors shall be elected. The Directors shall hold regular quarterly 
meeting". Special meetings may be called by the Chairman and shall be called by him on written 
request of three members of the Board. The Finance Committee, subject to the approval of the 
Board of Directors, shall have the control and disposal of all moneys belonging to the Associa- 
tion. 'The Library Committee, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint 
the Librarian's as>htants, fix the salaries of the Librarian and assistants, and make such rules 
and regulations with reference to the use and care of the Library as they may deem proper, and 
shall have general charge and supervision of the Library. The House Committee shall have 
general charge and supervision of the Concregational House, including the letting and leasing 
thereof, and shall appoint a Custodian or Janitor, and such other employees as they shall deem 
necessary, and. subject to the approval of the Finance Committee, shall fix the amount of their 
compensation and uf the rentals to be charged to the tenants. These Committees shall report to 
the Association at the Annual Meeting. 

III. Tmk Librarian. The Librarian, under the direction of the Library Committee, shall 
have charge of the Library, and shall be responsible for its care, condition, and order. 

IV. Amfnomfnts to By-Laws. These By-Laws may be amended at any annual meeting 
of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. The name of this body shall be the American Congregational Association. 

Art. II. The object of this Association shall be to secure the maintenance, in the city of 
Boston, of a Congregational House, for the meetings of the body, the accommodation of ita 
library, and for the furtherance of its general purposes ; to found and perpetuate a library of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of the past ; and to do what- 
ever else — within the limits of its charter — shall serve to illustrate Congregational history, and 
promote the general interests of the Congregational churches. 

Art. III. This Association shall be composed of Orthodox Congregationalists, who, having 
been nominated by tho Board of Directors, shall have been admitted to membership by ballot at 
any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing the 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. There shall be two classes of mem- 
bership, Life and Annual. Annual members shall pay an annual assessment of one dollar each, 
payable on the first day of May; and any one neglecting to pay the annual assessment for* 
]>eriod of three months shall cease to be a member. 

The payment of ten dollars at any one time by any member shall constitute him a Life mem- 
ber, and he shall thereafter be exempt from the annual assessment. All moneys received under 
the provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who snail be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President; two Vice-Presidents; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who 
shall be sworn to the f aithful performance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Hoard of 
Directors; a Librarian; a Treasurer; an Assistant Treasurer; and an Auditor— all of whom 
shall perform the duties usual to their offices — and a Board of Directors consisting of thirty 
members, of which the Secretary and Treasurer shall be members ex officio. Ten members ox 
the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Should any vacancy occur 
in the list of officers and Directors at any time during the year, either by failure to elect or by 
reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill the vacancy by ballot at any 
meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meeting for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston on the fourth Monday, or on such other day in May as 
the Directors may determine Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of Direct- 
ors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the Orthodox 
Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty members 
shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 



BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Mekting. The exerci«ea shall be : (i) Prayer. (2) Reports of Directors and 
other officers and action thereon. (3) Election of officers. (4) And such other business as may 
legally come before the meeting. 

II. Dikkciorn. The fir*.t meeting of the Directors shall be held in the Congregational 
House within fourteen days from the Annual Meeting on the call of the Secretary. 

At tin* meeting they shall choose by ballot a Chairman and a Finance Committee and a 
Library Committee, each of three members, and a House Committee of five members, to serve 
for the year and until their successors shall be elected. The Directors shall hold regular quarterly 
meeting*. Special meetings may be called by the Chairman and shall be called by him on written 
request of three members of the Board. The Finance Committee, subject to the approval of the 
Board of Directors, shall have the control and disposal of all moneys belonging to the Associa- 
tion. The Library Committee, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint 
the Librarian's assistants, fix the salaries of the Librarian and assistants, and make such rules 
and regulations with reference to the use and care of the Library as they may deem proper, and 
shall have general charge and supervision of the Library. The House Committee shall have 
general charge and supervision of the Congregational House, including the letting and leasing 
thereof, and shall appoint a Custodian or Janitor, and such other employees as they shall deem 
necessary, and. subject to the approval of the Finance Committee, shall fix the amount of their 
compensation and of the rentals to be charged to the tenants. These Committees shall report to 
the Association at the Annual Meeting. 

III. The Librarian. The Librarian, under the direction of the Library Committee, shall 
have charge of the Library, and shall be responsible for its care, condition, and order. 

IV. Amrkdments to By-Laws. These By-Laws may be amended at any annual meeting 
of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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THE 



American Congregational Association. 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the American Congregational Asso- 
ciation was held in Room 108, of the Congregational House, on 
Monday, May 28, 1900, at 12 m. In the absence of the Vice- 
Presidents, Mr. Samuel B. Capen was chosen Chairman. Rev. 
Dr. Patrick led in prayer. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Messrs. Horr, Hazen, and Dexter were appointed a Nominat- 
ing Committee by the Chair, after a vote which put the appoint- 
ment in his hands. 

Rev. Dr. Cobb read the Directors' report and the report of 
the Library. It was voted to accept and print these reports. 

The Nominating Committee presented the following list of 
Officers for the ensuing year : 



President. 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 



Vice-Presidents. 

Charles C. Burr, Auburndale. 

E. W. Blatchford, Esq., Chicago, 111. 



Directors, 

Marquis F. Dickinson. }r~, Boston. 

Edward A. Studley, Boston. 

S. Brainard Pratt, Boston. 

Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D. D., Roxbury. 

Hon. William H. Hodgkins, Soinerville. 

Rev. Elijah Horr, D.D., Maiden. 

Thomas Todd, Concord. 

Corvdon M. Whittlesey, West Newton. 

William 0. Blaney, Boston. 

Rev. DeWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 

Henry E. Cobb, Newton. 

William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 

Hon. James M. W, Hall, Cambridge. 

Mortimer B. Mason, Boston. 

Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Danvers. 

G. Henry Whitcomb, Worcester. 

Rev. Henry A. Hazen, D.D., Auburndale. 

Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D.D., Brookline. 

William A. Paine, Roxbury. 

Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Arthur C. Farley, Auburndale. 

Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 

Rev. Edward M. Noyes, Newton Centre. 

John H. Colby, Esq,., Boston. 

William F. Whittemore, Boston. 

Frank P. Shumway, Melrose. 

Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., Newton. 

Alfred M. Zieglkr, Roxbury. 

Eleazar Boynton, Medfbrd. 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Treasurer. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 
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Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Auditor, 
Alonzo C. Tennby, Chelsea. 

These persons were chosen to the several offices to which 
they were nominated. 

Thomas Todd, Esq., in open meeting, administered the oath 
to Joshua Coit, that he would faithfully discharge the duties of 
Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Hazen, it was 

Voted that this Association omits the name of Samuel B. Capen 
from its directorate with much regret. Its pleasure would rather 
have been to promote him to the vacant presidency of the Associa- 
tion ; and we yield (with reluctance) only to his own decisive 
request for release. The great place to which the American Board 
has called him, and for which we cannot fail to recognize the fitness 
of his selection, carries with it duties so many and so exacting, 
that we cannot doubt his wisdom in seeking release from others, 
not now equally pressing. 

He has been one of our directors for twelve years, and the 
great value of his services it is our welcome duty to emphasize. 
For the new House in which we find so satisfactory a home, we 
owe much to his forethought, tact, and diligence ; for all which we 
today record anew our hearty thanks. Our best wishes and our 
prayers go with him to his new position, where we doubt not his 
service will be as signal as it has been in this Association. 

Mr. Lovett read the Treasurer's report and the Secretary read 
the Auditor's report. Both reports were accepted and ordered 
printed. 

The Librarian and the Secretary were appointed a printing 
Committee. 

Adjourned. 

J. Coit, Secretary. 



FORTY-SEVENTH REPORT 



OF THB 



Directors of tlie American Congregational Association. 



The year has been a prosperous one, save for the great loss 
which came to us in the month of August, with the death of our 
honored President, Mr.. Samuel Johnson, one of the charter mem- 
bers of this Association, whose interest had been steadfast from 
the first and practically exhibited. 

The close of the century is at hand, but there are yet three 
years before the semi-centennial anniversary of the founding of 
the American Congregational Association. May a kind Providence 
long preserve to us such clergymen as Edmund Dowse and such 
laymen as Charles C. Burr, who helped to launch our ship and who 
have had part and lot in the entire voyage. 

The attempt was made a year ago to introduce into the Asso- 
ciation a large infusion of fresh blood. One hundred and forty- 
one new members, carefully chosen from prominent clergymen and 
laymen, were elected, and to each one a personal notice was sent, 
but out of this number only eighteen have thus far accepted mem- 
bership. The conclusion would seem to follow, either that a large 
and leading fraction of the Congregational constituency take little 
interest in the management of the Congregational House, or else 
that they are well satisfied with its present management. How- 
ever, it is too soon to draw such an inference, and we may well 
hope and believe that a large percentage of the one hundred and 
twenty-three who did not respond will be reached during the 
coming year. 

There is a gratifying contrast between the Treasurer's balance 
reported a year ago, $456.52, and that reported *to-day, $7,039.56. 
When the new House was dedicated on Forefathers' Day of 1898, 
the chairman of the Building Committee, Mr. Emerson, made a 
remarkably close estimate of the total cost of the House. u Up to 
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the present time," he said, "we have paid on account of the new 
building $309,176.43, and I estimate that an additional sum of 
$15,000 will more than cover the remaining indebtedness." This 
forecast was strictly verified, for by the final report of that Com- 
mittee, dated Dec. 18, 1899, the total cost amounts to $323,780.92, 
which is about $400 less than the additional $15,000 mentioned. 
It will be remembered that the Building Committee was authorized 
to expend a sum not exceeding $350,000 ; it will be seen that the 
actual cost is $26,000 less than that sum. Mr. Emerson's report 
at the Dedication continued as follows : 

" We have borrowed of the Provident Institution for Savings 
$205,000, and it will probably be necessary to borrow $5,000 to 
$10,000 more." The reality again corresponds to the prediction, 
for $7,000 has been borrowed since, making the total indebted- 
ness $212,000, of which $3,000 has already been paid from the 
surplus of rentals above expenses, leaving a present indebtedness 
of $209,000. The balance in the treasury would have been drawn 
on to reduce this amount still further, but for the clause in our con- 
tract with the Provident Institution for Savings, which permits us 
to make payments on the mortgage only upon interest days. We 
are more ready to give, than our creditors are to receive. 

The Directors voted last September that the income from the 
Congregational House be used as follows : 

1. To pay fixed charges. 

2. To lay aside for repairs and for a sinking fund $5,000 
yearly. 

3. To divide the yearly balance, and place one-half of the 
same to the credit of the sinking fund, and rebate the remaining 
half among the charitable Societies (pro rata) in reduction of their 
rent at the end of the year. 

The total rents from tenants since we came into the new 
building have amounted to $70,991.22 ; the total expenses, to 
$58,845.03; leaving a surplus of $12,146.19. Deducting $5,000 
for sinking fund and repairs (the latter only a trifle as yet), and 
dividing the remainder by two, the result is $3,573.10, which is to 
come back to the benevolent Societies as a rebate of the rent 
charged. 

Thus we have at length been able to initiate a policy which 
has been held steadily in view from the outset of our corporate ex- 




istence. The Congregational House, as we often remind one 
another, has a two-fold function. It has a library department and 
a benevolent department. In this second branch of its work, the 
goal aimed at is to furnish a headquarters and a home for the 
varied enterprises of Christian work which are carried on by our 
churches. How soon, if ever, the time will come, when in justice 
to all parties the Societies can be accommodated rent free, is a 
problem not yet solved ; but that the rents can be steadily reduced 
is already obvious. It is very important to remember that the 
reduction this year represents twenty months instead of twelve ; so 
that a smaller rebate must naturally be looked for a year hence. 

As already stated, the fiftieth anniversary of this Association 
will arrive in 1903. It is a consummation devoutly to be wished 
and striven for, that we greatly reduce, and if possible, extinguish, 
the debt of the Association, during the three intervening years. 
We cannot safely take the ground that we are doing well enough 
as we are ; the past experience of this Society, as of all business 
enterprises, teaches the uniform lesson that times of prosperity are 
liable to be followed, without warning, by times that try men's souls. 
With this in mind, the Directors, at their first meeting last June, 
instructed the Finance Committee to take such measures as might 
seem feasible toward a reduction of the debt. In a line with this 
policy, there was prepared, and widely distributed, an elegant 
souvenir of the building, with fine exterior and interior views, and 
with reports and addresses calculated to interest all readers in the 
cause we have at heart. A copy was sent to every Congregational 
minister in the country, and to large numbers of prominent laymen 
in various Congregational centres. An appeal was included for 
gifts and legacies, to pay off the debt resting on the Association. 
The cost of printing and circulating this souvenir was about $700 ; 
the results up to date are nil. Still we should not forget that 
legacies as well as gifts were asked for ; and it may be that many 
unknown friends have remembered the Association in their wills. 
But the recent decision of the United States Supreme Court in the 
matter of the inheritance tax emphasizes the importance of the dis- 
position of property during the lifetime of the donor. In case the 
Association has to be satisfied to reduce its debt slowly rather than 
by leaps and bounds, we can at least take comfort in the reflection 
that we are furnishing a home worthy of the denomination and of 



IO 

the multiform Christian agencies which find their center here. 
Both visitors and tenants are warm in their praise of the beauty 
and convenience of the Congregational House and of the neatness 
with which it is kept. All the rooms except three are now oc- 
cupied, and the increased facilities are constantly transmuted into 
increased effectiveness. 

In 1864, an amendment was added to the charter,of this Asso- 
ciation, reading in part as follows : " In addition to the powers 
heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized to do 
such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches 
— by friendly intercourse and co-operation." 

Accordingly, it has been a common remark for several years 
past, that the new Congregational House must be finished in time 
for the International Council. This endeavor was accomplished ; 
the newness and strangeness of the building had worn off by a 
year's use before the welcome descent upon Boston of the Pil- 
grims from all Congregational quarters. Although the great body 
could not find a great hall here, and held its sessions in Tremont 
Temple, still the long and careful preparations were planned here, 
the meetings of the Executive Committee were held here, and 
every Society in the House was active in ministrations to the needs 
and convenience of the Council. Certainly there could not have 
been such a Council but for the Congregational House. The new 
building was the cynosure of all eyes, and few, if any, visitors de- 
parted without examining it for themselves. It is touching to re- 
member that our President, Mr. Johnson, had made elaborate 
preparations to express to the delegates the hospitality of the Con- 
gregational churches of Boston. The festival was held as he 
planned it ; but the host had heard the voice of the Master of as- 
semblies : " Friend, come up higher." His last public service to 
this Association was to preside at the dedication of the new House. 
One can almost hear again his pleasant voice as he said : " We 
have heard of the beautiful notes from the silver trumpets on 
Easter morning. How delightful it would be to hear the words of 
song ascending heavenward from this building ! " 

Nay, rather, how delightful to hear the heavenly songs descend- 
ing upon this building and abiding in our hearts ! 

And so may it ever be. 



FORTY-SEVENTH REPORT 



OP THB 



Congregational Library. 



During the first thirty years and more after its foundation, the 
Library depended upon gifts almost exclusively ; the financial con- 
dition of the Association did not warrant an appropriation for its 
growth. In 1887, $500 was voted at the annual meeting to add 
books to the library. This amount was gradually increased, until 
in 1891 it reached $1,250, at which point it has remained ever since. 
The wisdom of such an appropriation is cordially recognized by 
all who take an intelligent interest in this effort to collect, preserve, 
and make constantly useful whatever may serve to illustrate the 
religious history and literature of New England, and also whatever 
is properly collateral to that main endeavor. But of late years, it 
has sometimes appeared as though this regular income was in dan- 
ger of drying up those sources of supply which spring from the 
good-will of friends. Gifts fell off both in number and value ; and 
if this tendency had continued, it would have been a fact to be 
deplored ; for our enterprise cannot succeed unless it secures and 
retains the continuous interest of the people who are making the 
history here recorded. 

We have the great pleasure this year of commemorating a 
noble donation. In 1892 there was deposited in the library the 
rich collection in the Biblical department, which had been 
gathered by our friend and fellow-director, Mr. S. Brainard Pratt. 
Last autumn, of his own motion, he signed a free deed of gift, 
making over the entire collection to the American Congregational 
Association. The variety and extent of the field covered are 
hinted at in the synopsis which was printed in our 39th Report. 
They appear more fully in the catalogues which Mr. Pratt has pro- 
vided. The Directors, at their meeting September 19, passed the 
following vote : 
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" The Directors hereby express their hearty thanks to their 
associate, Mr. S. Brainard Pratt, for the free gift to the Library of the 
large and most valuable collection of Bibles and objects illustrat- 
ing the Bible, which have been on deposit in the Library for more 
than seven years past ; and also for the rich additions which he 
has made, and still is making, to the same collection. We join 
with our associate in the hope that this unique museum will be of 
great service, for generations yet to come, in promoting a clearer 
understanding of the Word of God." 

One of the best features of this gift is that it is not a closed 
collection. Mr. Pratt continues to labor in the same direction and 
for the same end. He is just now sending here for exhibition a 
rare and precious loan-collection of Bibles belonging to eminent 
Christian workers of the past and present, many of them marked 
by their owners in ways that cannot fail to stimulate searching of 
the Scriptures. We are thus placed under renewed obligations, 
and are enabled to make the library more than ever a guide to the 
study of the word of God. 

New Testament scholars will be deeply grateful for another 
large accession during the year, a deposit at present, but accom- 
panied with the promise that it will eventually become a donation. 
Mr. Arthur Wellington Tyler, the well-known librarian and Biblical 
writer, has sent us an admirable selection of volumes bearing on 
New Testament criticism. They include the printed texts of K, A, 
B, C, D, the editions of Beza, Mill, Griesbach, Lachmann, Tischen- 
dorf, the magnificent Old Latin Quadruplex, Westwood's Sacred 
Palaeography, and other treasures. In its equipment for original 
study of the Scriptures, the Congregational Library already sur- 
passes many theological seminaries. The Directors have passed 
the following vote : 

"The Directors take pleasure in acknowledging the great kind- 
ness of Arthur Wellington Tyler, Master of Arts, for depositing in 
the Library, and placing at the disposal of its patrons, his rare and 
choice collection in the departments of Biblical criticism and exe- 
gesis. We return our hearty thanks to Mr. Tyler for the favor 
thus conferred, which will be highly appreciated by all Biblical 
scholars who visit the Library." 

Among other special gifts of the year, we are glad to name 
the elaborate volume, entitled "Births, Marriages and Deaths in 
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Concord, Mass., 1635-1850," printed and presented by our fellow- 
director, Mr. Thomas Todd ; also the excellent clock in the read- 
ing-room, the gift of Mr. Charles H. Rutan ; and a framed photo- 
graph of Mr. Samuel Johnson, presented by his son, Mr. Arthur S. 
Johnson. We desire to secure many more portraits (especially oil 
paintings) of eminent Congregation alists, whom death has removed 
from the scene of their labors, but who may yet speak through their 
speaking likenesses. 

A humbler, but even more important service, can be rendered 
to the Library by all members of the Association, as they find op- 
portunity to solicit church histories, year-books, manuals, and all 
the material which bears upon the life of our local churches. Much 
has been done, but more remains to be done. Printed appeals 
scattered broadcast have brought some responses. Personal 
solicitation has been of some avail ; and we all have our circles of 
influence in churches near and far. Our descendants will be just 
as eager to make the history of this passing time live anew, as we 
are to delve into the scantv records of the centuries before us. Let 
us see to it that their opportunities are far greater than ours have 
been. 

Little needs to be added with regard to the Library work of 
the past year. The use of the books is increasing among literary 
men and women, and especially among ministers. New shelf-lists 
have been prepared, showing in a general way the location of the 
books; the classification has been much improved. Old members 
will recall the five immense volumes that contained the original 
slip catalogue of the Library. The last of these has now disap- 
peared, and the card catalogue indexes the entire collection of 
books, pamphlets and periodicals. The author list of books, for 
use in the reading-room, will be carried on as rapidly as practicable. 
The additions for the year are thus summarized : Books, 1,003 ; 
pamphlets, 602; periodicals (unbound numbers), 1,105. 

The library contains in all : 

Books 42,358; pamphlets, 48,747 ; periodicals, 40,412. 

During the year, the first Assistant Librarian, Miss Mary E. 
Stone, completed thirty-five years of unparalleled usefulness, which 
has never known, and knows not now, the least diminution. A 
multitude of friends gladly participated in a gathering and a testi- 
monial in her honor, in Pilgrim Hall, on the eighth day of February. 
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We conclude with a mention of some important accessions, 
besides those already noted. They give some idea of the scope 
nl the Library. 
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Donations of Books, Pamphlets, and Magazines. 



Vols. Pphs. Mags. 

Adadourian, Rev. Haig, Manomet 8 

Adams, Rev. George C, D.D., San Francisco, Cal 1 

Adams, Mrs. John S 1 

Alden, Rev. E. J., Chicago, 111 1 

Allen, Mrs. H. Catherine, Grafton 1 

American Antiquarian Society, Worcester 1 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y 12 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, 

newspapers 99 308 619 

American Colonization Society, Washington, D. C 4 

American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y 1 4 

American Peace Society, Boston '24 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y. 12 

American Sunday School Union, Philadelphia, Pa. .... 1 

Amherst College, Amherst 5 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andover 1 

Associated Charities, Boston 1 

Babb, Rev. T. E. Holden, 1 MS 

Bacon, Rev. L. W., D.D., Norwich, Ct 2 

Bailey, Rev. O. C, Worcester, 1 MS 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me. 1 

Barnes, A. S. & Co., New York, N. Y 10 

Barnes, Rev. S. G., D.D., Longmeadow 1 

Beecher, Prof. Willis J., D.D., Auburn, N.Y 2 

Blake, Rev. S. L., D.D., New London, Ct 1 

Blakeslee, Rev. E., Brookline 8 

Blatchford, E. W., LL.D., Chicago, 111 1 

Bloomfield, Rev. George J., Machias, Me. 1 

Boardman, Rev. George Nye, D.D., New York, N. Y. 1 

Boston Department of Parks 1 

Boston Public Library 1 12 

Boston University 1 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me 5 

Bradley, Rev. Edward E., Lincoln 1 

Brigham, Misses Helen F., and Mary M., Boston .... 7 

Brooklyn Library, Brooklyn, N. Y 1 

Brooks, Rev. G. Wolcott, Dorchester 1 

Brooks, Rev. William Henry, D.D., Boston 1 

Brown University, Providence, R. 1 1 

Browne, Mrs. J. Crosby, New York, N. Y 1 

Bunker Hill Monument Association, Charlestown 1 

Burnap, Miss Elizabeth W., Baltimore, Md 1 

Bushnell, Rev. S. C, Arlington, 1 MS 1 

Byington, Rev. E. H., D.D., Newton . 1 

Cambridge Public Library 11 
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Vols. Pphs. Mags. 

Harris, Mrs. Robert, New York, N. Y 6 1 

Hart, Rev. Samuel, D.D., Middletown, Ct 1 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Ct 2 

Harvard University, Cambridge 2 

Hassam, John T., Boston 2 

Hatch, Rev. D. P., Lawrence, 1 MS 

Hayley, Rev. John W., D.D., Lowell 1 

Hazen, Rev. H. A., D.D., Auburndale, 1 MS 23 11 

Hazen, Rev. N. K., D.D., Richmond, Va. 10 

Hendley, Rev. Harry B., Minneapolis, Minn., 1 MS 

Hicks, Rev. Lewis W., Hartford, Ct 1 

Hill, Rev. J. L., D.D., Salem 1 16 

Hood, Rev. George A., Boston 2 2 

Hubbard, Phineas, North Cambridge 1 

Hubbard, Rev. William B., Webster, S. D 1 

Hudson, Miss Lizzie, Allegan, Mich 6 

Hume, Rev. R. A., D.D., Ahmednagar, India 1 

Hunt, Rev. £. F., Conway, 1 MS 

Hyde, Rev. N. A., D.D., Indianapolis, Ind. 1 

Ipswich Historical Society 1 

Ives, Rev. Joel S., Hartford, Ct. . 3 

James\ Rev. H. P., Colfax, Wn 2 

Jameson, Rev. £. O., Boston 1 

Jewett, Rev. H. E., Berkeley, Cal 1 

Kelley, Arthur W. , Auburndale 1 

Kellogg, Mrs. Louise A., Cambridge 6 30 1 

Knapp, George B., Boston 1 

Lane Theological Seminary, Cincinnati, Ohio 1 

Leonard, Rev. D. L., D.D., Oberlin, Ohio 1 

London Missionary Society t 

Loud, Rev. H. H., East Taunton, 1 MS 

Lovejoy, Rev. G. E., Pittsfield, N. H 1 

Low, Rev. Warren F., Holbrook, 1 MS 

Lunt, William P., Boston 1 

MacFarland, Henry, Concord, N. H 1 

Marsh, Rev. F. J., Boston 3 

Marshall, Alfred, North Attleboro 1 

Massachusetts Board of Education, Boston 2 

Massachusetts, Commonwealth of 3 1 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 2 

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston .... 2 4 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 3 1 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston 2 

Massachusetts Labor Bureau, Boston 3 

Mead, E. D., Boston 12 

Mead, Mrs. E. D., Boston 1 

Mercantile Library Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 2 2 

Merriam, Otis, Chelsea 1 

Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vt 1 

Miner, Rev. H. A., Madison, Wis. 1 

Moore, Rev. E. C, D.D., Providence, R. 1 19 

Morris, George P., Cambridge 6 

Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley 1 

Moxom, Rev. Philip S., D.D., Springfield 1 

Mulnix, Rev. A. H., East Milton, 1 MS 

Manger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Ct. I 13 
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Start. Ktv. June*, D.D., Aberdeen, Scot. . 
Slnddard, Rev. jjmea p., Roxbury 
Strung, Re». ). W , D.D., Nonhfieid, Minn. . 
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Vols. Pphs. Mags. 
United States Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. . 1 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich 1 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. 2 

University of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y 1 1 

University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt 2 

Wadlin, Horace G., Boston 2 

Waldron, Rev. D. W., Boston 16 

Walker, Rev. Joseph, Ipswich, Queensland, Aus 1 

Wellman, Arthur H., Maiden 1 

Wellman, Rev. J. W., D.D., Maiden 1 

Wheeler, Rev. W. C, Newton, Kan 2 

Whitcomb, G. Henry, Worcester 24 

White, Mrs. Frederick O., Boston 5 

Whiting, Rev. Lyman, D.D., East Charlemont, 1 MS. 

Whitney, Rev. J. F., Eldred, N. Y 6 

Whittlesey, Rev. E. f Washington, D.C 2 

Wild, Rev. John, Hanover, 1 MS 

Willett, Joseph, Needham 1 

Williams, Rev. E. F., D.D., Chicago, I1L 1 

Williams College, Williamstown 1 

Wilson, Rev. Gowen C, Woodfords, Me 5 

Woburn Public Library 1 

Woman's Board of Missions, Boston 1 20 

Wood, Henry, Roxbury 1 

Worcester Society of Antiquity 1 

Yale University, New Haven, Ct 2 1 

Yankton College, Yankton, S. D 1 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 
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American Congregational 3ll££otiation, 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-four. 

An Act to incorporate the Congregational Library Association, at Boston. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in Genera/ Court assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section i. Rufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julius A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, arc hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, at 
Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating a library of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sec 2. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid purposes. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April 12, 1854.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authoriied to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, as 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred ana 
fifty-four. 

Sec 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
April 24, 1 856. J 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorized to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sec 2. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized 
to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works : by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and with 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sec 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold 

Sec 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
24, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorized to iucrcase its 
uipital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five. hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
iuch portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February ai, 1893.] 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 



OF THB 



American Congregational 3ll££otiatum< 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-four. 

An Act to incorporate the Congregational Library Association, at Boston. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section i. Rufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julius A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, at 
Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating a library of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sac 2. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid purposes. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April is, 1854.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

■ 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, at 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred ana 
fifty-four. 

Sec 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
April 24, 1856.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorized to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sec 2. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized 
to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works ; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools ; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and with 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sec 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold. 

Sec 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
24, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc.% as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorized to increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five, hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Ssc 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February 21, 1893.] 
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THE 



American Congregational Association. 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The Forty-Eighth Annual Meeting of the American Congrega- 
tional Association was held in Room 108 of the Congregational 
House, on Monday, May 27, 1901, at 12 m. President W. O. 
Blaney took the Chair, and Rev. Dr. Daniels led in prayer. 

The reading of the records was dispensed with. Rev. Dr. 
Cobb read the Directors' report and the report of the Library. 

Mr. Lovett read the Treasurer's report, and the Secretary 
read the Auditor's report. Both these reports were accepted and 
ordered printed, and it was also voted that the Directors' and 
Librarian's reports be printed. 

The Nominating Committee appointed by the Directors, 
Messrs. F. P. Shumway, Elijah Horr, D.D., and Eleazar Boynton, 
made the following nominations for the officers for the ensuing 
year : — 



President. 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 



Vice-Presidents. 

Edward A. Studley, Boston. 

E. W. Blatchford, Esq., Chicago, 111. 



Directors. 

Marquis F. Dickinson, Boston. 

S. Brainard Pratt, Boston. 

Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Roxbury. 

William H. Hodgkins, Somerville. 

Rev. Elijah Horr, D.D., Maiden. 

Thomas Todd, Concord. 

Corydon M. Whittlesey, West Newton. 

William O. Blaney, Boston. 

Rev. DeWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 

Henry E. Cobb, Newton. 

William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 

James M. W. Hall, Cambridge. 

Mortimer B. Mason, Boston. 

Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Dan vers. 

G. Henry Whitcomb, Worcester. 

Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D.D., Brookline. 

William A. Paine, Roxbury. 

Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Arthur C. Farley, Auburndale. 

Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 

Rev. Edward M. Noyes, Newton Centre. 

John H. Colby, Boston. 

William F. Whittemore, Boston. 

Franklin P. Shumway, Melrose. 

Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., Newton. 

Alfred M. Ziegler, Roxbury. 

Eleazar Boynton, Medford. 

Arthur S. Johnson, Boston. 

Rev. Doremus Scudder, D.D., Woburn. 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Treasurer. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 



Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Auditor. 
Alonzo C. Tknney, Chelsea. 

These persons were elected to the several offices for which they 
were respectively nominated. 

The Secretary and Librarian were appointed a Printing 
Committee. 

Thomas Todd, Esq., administered the oath to Joshua Coit 

that he would faithfully discharge the duties of Corresponding 

and Recording Secretary. 

Adjourned. 

J. Coit, Secretary. 



FORTY-EIGHTH REPORT 



OF TMB 



Directors of the American Congregational Association. 



A fortnight hence, our friends of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association are to celebrate the semi-centennial of the Boston 
organization, which was born in the Old South Chapel on Spring 
Lane in 1851. Two years afterwards, another company gathered 
in the same place and formed the Congregational Library Associ- 
ation, whose corporate life is one with our own. There is no 
record of their names in existence, but the Secretary's book de- 
scribes them as "a large assembly of Congregational ministers 
and laymen, drawn together from the New England States, and 
from other parts of the land." Such assemblies Anniversary week 
was wont to convene at that period, as the memories of some of 
you testify. It is certain, however, that few of the original band 
are now walking among the places that knew them then. For 
after a year the members of the infant Society had been largely 
increased by earnest personal effort, so that six hundred names 
are recorded in the first annual report ; yet a very small percent- 
age of these survive to the present day. Among those fruits of 
the first year stands the name of Mr. Charles C. Burr, who was 
ever a devoted friend of the Association, and for many years its 
faithful Treasurer and Vice-President On the 23d of September, 
1900, he entered into rest, following, by a few weeks, his neighbor 
and fellow-director, Rev. Dr. Henry A. Hazen, whose frequent 
and welcome presence, whether in the old or the new Congrega- 
tional House, during a period of more than a score of years, has 
made his absence the more deeply felt. The resolutions of the 
Directors, expressing their esteem and affection for these brethren, 
are presented with this report. 
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The six hundred names in the record of 1854 included two 
of the most eminent Congregationalists of the last century, Prof. 
Edwards A. Park and Dr. Richard S. Storrs. A few days after 
our last anniversary came the impressive funeral solemnities of 
both these veterans. Tributes to their greatness have been paid 
by far abler pens ; but we may well remind one another that the 
first public suggestion of a Congregational Library Association 
was made by Professor Park in 1844; that the first meeting to 
organize such a society was held in his study in 1851 ; and that 
the principles for which we stand had no abler advocate than 
Dr. Storrs, who made Congregationalism respected and honored 
in quarters where otherwise it would have been scarcely known. 

It is still true, as it was a year ago, that there is a long list 
of new members elect who have not seen fit to qualify in the 
Association. Recognizing the importance to our continuous suc- 
cess of a constant infusion of fresh blood, we suggest that the 
members, as well as the Directors, take some pains during the 
coming year to put their friends in touch with the work which 
we have in hand, making them see its vital relation not only to 
the welfare of Congregationalism as such, but to that of the whole 
kingdom of our Lord. Occasionally letters of inquiry come from 
a distance with regard to the nature and scope of this work. The 
illustrated pamphlet entitled " The American Congregational Asso- 
ciation in its new Home," which was issued nearly two years ago, 
is too expensive for general distribution, though it has been liber- 
ally sown where it was thought likely to yield fruit. But it might 
be well to distribute plentifully throughout the churches a simple 
leaflet, giving the requisite information. Experience indicates, 
however, that better results are likely to grow out of direct per- 
sonal intercourse than are secured from the printed page. 

For a small part of the year under review, it looked as though 
our enterprise, which started with such fair financial prospects, 
might be compelled to suffer a period of retrogression. The taxes 
on the House were increased, and several tenants were lost But 
with gratitude to Providence we are able to report that the threat- 
ened danger has been averted, and that the year as a whole has 
been quite as prosperous as its immediate predecessor: Of course, 
there is less to distribute to the Societies, because, as was explained 



in the last report, the savings of a longer period went into that 
distribution. 

In the matter of construction and repairs, various changes 
demanded in the accessories of the hall, together with the new 
pavement of the alleyway to Park Street, have occasioned an out- 
lay of about $2,000. On the other hand, $535 has been received 
from the New England Telephone & Telegraph Company, in 
accordance with the contract of the building committee; and 
while, as already stated, the number of tenants has decreased, the 
use of the hall has increased, so that we have received from that 
source $681.50 against $236.50 last year. 

The Treasurer's report, herewith presented, gives the items 
of receipts and expenditures. The excess of income from rentals 
over fixed charges is $11,000. From this, $5,000 is set apart for 
repairs and sinking fund, half of the remaining $6,000 goes wholly 
to the sinking fund, and the residue, $3,000, comes back to the 
Societies. Last year it was $3,500; it is certainly a cause for 
congratulation that the shrinkage is so little. If members and 
friends of the Association could secure the permanent rental of 
the twelve rooms just now vacant, or even of half of them, the 
outlook for the coming year would be much improved. A well- 
directed effort at the present time is important, for the erection of 
great office buildings in our vicinity still goes on, and the conse- 
quent competition is a factor we shall have to meet. On the score 
of quality, we have little cause to fear this rivalry ; but the experi- 
ence of the past year shows that the newest thing has a certain 
drawing capacity, and we cannot consider that our pyramid is 
firmly fixed on its base until most of these unoccupied rooms are 
leased for a term of years. If we all understood clearly the advan- 
tages of this location, it would seem possible to present them to 
others so effectively as to secure this desirable result. The past 
year has increased those advantages in at least two ways. The 
removal of the Commonwealth Buildings gives our front rooms an 
open prospect, which will soon become a thing of beauty; and 
the asphalt pavement of Tremont Street has added to the quiet 
and comfort of our rear rooms. Few situations in the heart of a 
great city ar6 so remote from its bustle and confusion. 

At the time of the last annual report, the debt of the Associa- 
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tion amounted to $209,000; upon this, $8,000 has been paid 
during the year, leaving it now at $201,000. The total reduction 
since we occupied the House is $11,000, which has been derived 
almost entirely from rentals. Is it not possible and desirable to 
induce Congregationalists of wealth and public spirit to reduce 
this debt faster by direct contributions ? We have no right to dis- 
count the future or to rest in an ill-founded security. A debt is 
a threat, a cloud on the horizon which may brew a storm most 
unexpectedly. Only a few days ago, the whole country was 
trembling with Wall Street over a possible financial crash, that 
might have reduced all values for a long term of years. We 
cannot be satisfied while the Congregational House is still so 
largely the property of its creditors; the building should be owned 
by the denomination, and its income should be applied wholly to 
further the interests of Congregationalism. What that means is 
only partially indicated by the figures which show that at least 
fourfold the present returns would then be available for the prose- 
cution of benevolent work. 

The value of this investment becomes more obvious the more 
one reflects upon it. Besides being the central home of each of 
our separate missionary endeavors, the focus from which rays of 
light are ever streaming to the dark places at home and abroad, 
this House is of no small usefulness for united activities. There 
is no great loss without some small gain, and so some of the 
vacant rooms are frequently utilized for committees and larger 
gatherings, planning and executing matters in the common in- 
terest of the churches. The Congregational House is catholic 
enough to assist many good things which do not wear the sectarian 
label. It has opened its doors on occasion to the Harvard Bibli- 
cal Club, composed of various denominations. It is the head- 
quarters of the Journal of Biblical Literature, which is as well 
known among scientific students of the Bible in Europe as in 
America. Here was the center of the late successful campaign 
of Dr. Grenfell of Labrador, and of the movement which changed 
the apathy of Andover alumni into enthusiasm for the Seminary. 

But these things are incidental ; what the House stands for 
is our own affiliated work in the various missionary organizations 
and in the Congregational Library. Perhaps the most important 
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event in the mutual concerns of this year is the consolidation by 
which our denominational organ, The Congregationalism has passed 
into the business management of the Congregational Sunday School 
and Publishing Society. We do not share the fears entertained 
by a few critics, that this result portends some undefined danger 
to the polity of our churches. The absorption of a private firm 
by a benevolent society is presumably a case of benevolent ex- 
pansion. Congregationalism has always been roomy enough for 
centrifugal and centripetal tendencies at once. It seems but yes- 
terday that some of the fathers shook their heads gravely and 
averred that the Congregational House of 1873 menaced the in- 
dependence of the churches ; it is the same sort of argument which 
infers that the Publishing Society will soon swallow up the Ameri- 
can Congregational Association, and then will appear some Caesar 
on horseback to stifle our liberties. Meanwhile, we look calmly 
on from the proud elevation of our charter, one sentence of which 
reads as follows : — 

" In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corpora- 
tion, it is hereby authorized to do such acts as may promote the 
interest of Congregational churches: — by publishing works; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and 
Sabbath Schools; promoting friendly interest and cooperation 
among Congregational ministers and churches, and with other 
denominations; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the 
above object." 

In accordance with this document, we are living, and expect 
to live, in delightful harmony with all the branches of our com- 
mon tree. 



FORTY-EIGHTH REPORT 



OF THB 



Congregational Library. 



To begin with statistics, the Library has maintained the 
steady growth of many years past Additions for the year 1900- 
190 1 are as follows : — 

Books, 881 ; pamphlets, 456 ; periodicals (unbound numbers), 
1,850; MSS., 24. The Library contains in all: Books, 43,239; 
pamphlets, 49,203; periodicals (as above), 42,262. 

Two years hence, when the Library is fifty years old, it may 
perhaps contain 50,000 books and 50,000 pamphlets, an increase 
of nearly a thousand fold from the " fifty-six books and pamphlets " 
with which it began in 1853. The Librarian calls attention once 
more to the urgent need of special contributions for binding. In 
the eyes of the thoughtless, this might appear like a luxury instead 
of a necessity, but every librarian knows better. Many periodicals 
and pamphlets are in constant danger of being lost or torn, when 
they would be reasonably secure if bound. And yet it would be 
unfair to our readers, and unwise from the standpoint of general 
efficiency, to divert from the purchase of books to the binding of 
the same a large share of the regular appropriation. Three years 
ago we were compelled to take that course with some of the rarest 
of our pamphlets, to avoid the imminent risk of loss in the process 
of removal A large part of our periodicals, also, are regularly 
bound, but many others call for similar treatment At present, 
the visitor to our stack cannot fail to be struck with the contrast 
between the orderly appearance of the shelves containing the 
American Board's library (which for many years has pursued the 
policy of binding its regular periodicals), and the ragged-regimental 
effect of some of our own sections. There is no great glory, to 
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be sure, in contributing money to bind books instead of to build 
up the donor's favorite department of a library. But usefulness 
is better than glory. One of the wisest and speediest ways to 
approximate to the 50,000 volumes mentioned, is by transform- 
ing a good portion of the 42,000 periodicals reported into bound 
volumes. 

Another apparent luxury would be of ever-during value to the 
Library; namely, a substantial addition to its collection of por- 
traits, busts, and other memorials of eminent Congregationalists 
among the departed. The past year has but slightly increased 
its resources in this particular; but grateful mention should be 
made of the gift, by members of their respective families, of ex- 
cellent photographs of Dr. Hazen, Mr. Durant, and Mr. Edward 
G. Porter, which have been placed in the reading-room. There 
is more than sentiment, there is a positive education in the ideals 
of righteousness, when one is permitted to look daily upon the 
faces, and call up the virtues and sacrifices, of those who thus 
" remind us we can make our lives sublime." How inspiring it 
will be, for example, if we are able to match the noble bust of 
Professor Park with a similar presentment of his friend, Dr. Storrs ; 
to set over against the fine portrait of Dr. Quint an equally worthy 
painting of Dr. Dexter ; to couple with Hopkins and Kirk an 
Edwards and a Nettleton. Then might the Scripture be fulfilled : 
" considering the issue of their life, follow their faith." 

It is but a step from the portraits in the reading-room to the 
Bible room. Our indefatigable associate, Mr. S. Brainard Pratt, 
has continued to enrich this collection, the growth of his protracted 
energies, and the free gift of his bounty to the Library. In the 
early summer, a loan exhibition of bibles belonging to eminent 
Christian workers was maintained here through his efforts, and 
this attracted and instructed scores of visitors. Several of the 
most interesting of these bibles have been photographed, so that 
their educational value is not lost with their removal. Mr. Pratt 
next inaugurated a revival of the ancient custom of illuminating 
the Scriptures, and of enlightening comments, written by individ- 
ual owners on the margin of their bibles. "The Bible Illumi- 
nators' Guild," containing already more than thirty members, is 
thus another of the good things which have their headquarters 
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in the Congregational Library. It should be added that few 
visitors leave the Bible room without expressing warm appreciation 
of the treasures it contains. 

Although the stack room is less attractive to the casual eye, 
it contains about ninety-eight per cent of the contents of the library, 
including most of the special features which give it its distinctive 
excellence. Some one has said that literature consists of two 
parts : books out of which other books are made, and books which 
are made out of other books. The distinction is inaccurate, but 
it serves to accent the contrast between a special library like ours 
and the average public library. The latter furnishes chiefly what 
the public chiefly desires ; while a leading mission of the former 
is to stimulate the creative faculty in certain well-defined lines of 
human effort For example, one of the ablest of our younger 
Congregational ministers has been at work for many months in 
this stack, delving at the Pilgrim foundations, from which more 
light is sure to break forth. Others are constantly transmuting 
its wealth of statistical, historical, and biographical material into 
fresh shapes and new products. The facilities offered here for 
original researches, especially in the history of Congregational- 
ism and related topics, should be more widely understood ; they 
could not but attract a larger circle of thoughtful and scholarly 
investigators. 

At the same time we recognize, frankly and inevitably, our 
many serious limitations. Apart from government documents, 
the books out of which other books are made are for the most 
part rare and costly. There is no Andrew Carnegie among the 
patrons of this library. Its founders and its first librarians were 
able with great painstaking and searching of garrets to bring 
together a goodly collection of New England religious literature ; 
but with the enhanced cost of all Americana, that source of supply 
has well-nigh reached its limit It was the dictate of prudence on 
their part to take all books of respectable character which were 
offered them ; but the library watchword of today is specialization, 
and accordingly we sometimes find it best to say " no " to would-be 
givers. A large, regular, and discriminating outlay for books 
which belong to our chosen field is the true path to success in 
this branch of the Association's work. We are not so ambitious, 
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after all, to report 50,000 volumes two years hence, as to report 
that the Library contains half or even a third as many volumes 
which bear upon the religious history and literature of New Eng- 
land. During the past year we have added some such books, with 
many more in biblical and auxiliary classes. Two great series, 
which have been in course of publication for many years, the one 
a British, the other an American work, are now practically com- 
plete on our shelves; the Dictionary of National Biography, in 
sixty-three volumes, and the Jesuit Relations, in seventy-one 
volumes. We have continued the leading biblical encyclopaedias 
of Cheyne and Hastings, which are not yet finished. The titles 
of a few other accessions by purchase here follow, as samples of 
the material provided by the Library ; the names of donors, for 
whose gifts we are grateful, are given at the close of the report. 

Bullinger: Judgement in matters of religion. 1566 

Bastwick: The Church of England a true Church. 1645 

Pinchion : The Jewes Synagogue. 1650 

Allen : Biography of Phillips Brooks (2 vols.). 1900 

Pope : Pioneers of Massachusetts. 1900 

Walker : The Reformation. 1900 

Peabody: Jesus Christ and the Social Question. 1900 

Kenyon: Facsimiles of biblical MSS. in British 

Museum. 1900 

Ritschl: Justification and reconciliation. 1900 

Washington: Up from slavery. 1901 

Moffat: The Historical New Testament 1901 

Jameson: The Jameson Genealogy. 1901 



RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas, since our last annual meeting, it has pleased our Heavenly 
Father to remove from their earthly activities our beloved and honored 
fellow-workers, Deacon Charles C. Burr and Rev. Henry A. Hazen, D.D., 
therefore be it 

Resolved, that we, the Directors of the American Congregational 
Association, desire to put on record our grateful appreciation of their 
fidelity and usefulness in the service of the Master, and our loving re- 
membrance of their fellowship and friendship. Neighbors and friends 
for many years, fellow-members of the same Church, closely connected 
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in service on this Board, and In the direction of many other benevolent 
and missionary organizations of our churches ; always interested in all 
things that look towards the spread of Christ's kingdom and the welfare 
of men, they have now ceased from their labors, and, almost together, 
have entered into the rest that remaineth for the people of God. Lovely 
and pleasant in their lives, in their death they were not divided. While 
their absence leaves a sad gap in our numbers, and their places are not 
readily filled, yet their memory is blessed, and their fidelity an inspira- 
tion to better service. 

Resolved, that we express our sympathy with the bereaved house- 
hold, and with the Church at Auburndale, in their loss, and that these 
resolutions be spread upon the records of the Association, and that 
copies be sent to the families of the deceased and to the Clerk of the 
Church. 



Donations of Books, Pamphlets, and Magazines. 



Vols. Pphs. Mags. 

Adadoorian, Rev. Haig, Manomet, 1 MS 

Adams, Hon. Charles Francis, LL.D., Boston 1 

Adams, John S., Brookline 2 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y 12 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, 

newspapers 85 84 1,042 

American Colonization Society, Washington, D.C 2 

American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y. 1 4 

American Peace Society, Boston 24 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y. 12 

American Unitarian Association, Boston 1 11 

Amherst College, Amherst 1 2 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andover 1 

Associated Charities, Boston 1 

Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y. 1 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me. 1 

Barton, Rer. William E., D.D., Oak Park, 111. 1 9 

Beale, Rer. W. T., Dorchester, 1 MS 

Benedict, Rev. George, North Abington, 1 MS 

Benton, J. H., Jr., Boston 1 

Bingham, G. W., Derry, N. H 1 

Blake, Rer. S. Leroy, D.D., New London, Ct. 1 

Boston Department of Parks 1 

Boston Public Library 1 12 

Boston University 1 

Boston Young Men's Christian Association 1 

Boston Young Men's Christian Union 1 

Bowden, Rev. H. M., Middlefield, 1 MS. ..... 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me. 3 

Bowne, J. T., Springfield 1 

Boynton, Rev. George W., D.D., Newton Centre, 1 MS. . 

Bradford, Rev. Amory H., D.D., Montdair, N. J 6 1 

Bridgman, Rev. H. A., Brookline 1 

Bristol, Rev. F. L., Uxbridge 1 

Brooklyn Library 1 

Brosnahan, Rev. Timothy, Woodstock, Md 1 

Brown University, Providence, R. 1 1 1 

Banker Hill Monument Association, Charlestown .... 1 

Burnham, Rev. Collins G., Chicopee 1 

Cambridge Public Library 11 

Capen, Hon. S. B., Jamaica Plain 1 

Carleton College, Northfield, Minn 1 

Carpenter, Rev. C. C, Andover 1 5 

Carruth, Miss Ellen, Dorchester 12 

Chase, Rev. J. B., Hull, Io 2 

Chase, Miss Mary A., Boston 1 
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Vols. 



Cincinnati Public library 

Oark, Rev. Calvin M., Haverhill 

dement, Sumner, Newton Centre 

Cobb, Rev. W. H., D D„ Newton Centre 

Congregational Education Society, Boston 

Congregational Home Missionary Society, New York 
Congregational Union of England and Wales, London 

Congregationalism Boston 

Connecticut Bureau of Labor Statistics, Hartford .... 

Cook, Frank Gaylord, Cambridge 

Cook, Mrs. Joseph, Tkonderoga, N. Y. 

Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y 

Cousins, Rev. E. M., Biddeford, Me. 

Creegan, Rev. C C, D.D., New York, N. Y 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H 

Deane, Rev. James, Northfield, N. Y. 

Dickinson, Rev. S. W., Zumbrota, Minn. 

Doane College, Crete, Neb. 

Dodge, James H., Boston 

Dodge, Rev. John E., Worcester, 1 MS 

Dole, Rev. Charles F., Jamaica Plain 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church, Nsw York, N. Y 

Dudley, Rev. M. S., Boston 

Eastman, Rev. G. P., Millbury, 1 MS 

Baton, Rev. W. H., Boston 

Egkston, Rev. N. H., D.D., Boston 

Essex Institute, Salem 

Fairbank, Rev. John B., Godfrey, 111 

Fairmount College, Wichita, Kan 

Fairmount Park Art Association, Philadelphia, Pa. ... . 

Field, Rev. J. P., Rhrerdale, Mo. 

Flint, Rev. George H., Dorchester, 1 MS 

Folsom, Capt. A. A., Boston 

Ford, Rev. J. T., Los Angeles, CaL 

Fox, Rev. Frank, Kansas City, Kan., 1 MS 

Gaidzakian, Rev. Oban, Boston 

General Theological library, Boston 

Gerould, Rev. S. L., D.D., HoUis, N. H 

Green, Dr. S. A., Boston 

Greene, W. L., & Co., Boston 

Greenlaw, William P., Cambridge 

Grey, Rev. Fred, Kirwin, Kan., 1 MS 

Griffis, Rev. W. E., D.D., Ithaca, N. Y 

Hanson, W. C, Cambridge 

Hart, Rev. Samuel, D.D., Middletown, Ct 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, CL 

Harvard University, Cambridge 

Hazen, Rev. H. A., D.D., Auburndale 

Herring, Rev. H. C, Omaha, Neb 

Hitchcock, Rev. A. W., Worcester, 1 MS 

Hodgdon, Rev. F. W., Orange, N. J 

Hood, Rev. George A., Boston 

Hovey, Rev. H. C, D.D., Newburyport 

Hubbard, Rev. W. B., Webster, S. D 

Humphrey, Rev. Robert, Mattapoisett, 1 MS 
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12 
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Vols. Pph*. Mags. 

Hyde, Rev. N. A., D.D., Indianapolis, Ind. 1 

Internationa] Council Committee on Printing, Boston .... 1 

Ives, Rev. Joel S., Hartford, Ct 1 

James, Rev. H. P., Colfax, Wn 2 

Jameson, Rev. E. O., Boston 1 

Jenks, Rev. Henry F., Canton 1 

Jewett, Rev. H. E., Berkeley, CaL 1 

Johnson, Arthur S., Boston 1 

Johnson, Rev. Frank A., New Milford, Ct 1 

Julian, Rev. M. C, New Bedford 2 

Kellogg, Mrs. L. A., Cambridge 18 8 3 

Kelly, Arthur, Auburndale 1 

King, Prof. Henry G, D.D., Oberlin, 1 

Kirkpatrick, Rev. J. E., Alma, Kan 2 

Landers, Rev. W. P., Salem, 1 MS 

Lane, Mrs. J. A., Boston 4 60 

Leonard, C. H., Providence, R. 1 1 

Leonard, Rev. D. L., Oberlin, O. 1 

Locke, Rev. W. E., Wellesley, 1 MS 1 

Macfarland, Rev. C. S., Maiden 2 

McKenxie, Rev. Alexander, D.D., Cambridge 2 

Maiden Public Library 1 

Massachusetts Board of Education, Boston 1 

Massachusetts, Commonwealth of 8 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 2 1 

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston .... 2 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 2 1 

Massachusetts Humane Society, Boston 1 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston 2 1 

Massachusetts Labor Bureau, Boston 4 

Massachusetts State Library, Boston 8 

Mercantile Library Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 2 

Merriman, Rev. T. M., Cambridge 1 

Miner, Rev. H. A., Madison, Wis 1 1 

Mitchell, Rev. C. L., Winchester 9 

Morley, Rev. J. H., Fargo, N. D 1 

Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley 1 

Munger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Ct 2 7 

New England Society, New York, N. Y 1 

Newhall, Howard Mudge, Lynn 1 

Newton Free Library 1 

New York State Library, Albany, N. Y 6 

Oberlin College, Oberlin, 2 4 

Osborne, Rev. C. P., Boston 2 86 

Page, Miss M. A., Atkinson, N. H 1 

Park, Miss Agnes, Andover 1 

Peloubet, Rev. F. N., D.D., Auburndale 2 

Pennsylvania Prison Society, Philadelphia, Pa 1 

Perry, Rev. D. B., D.D., Crete, Neb 1 

Pew, John J., Gloucester 1 

Pierce, Rev. L. M., Medfield 2 

Pilgrim Press, Boston 13 2 

Porter, Rev. E. G., Dorchester, Estate of 13 

Princeton University, Princeton, N. J. 1 

Quint, Rev. John H., Falmouth, 1 MS 

Rishell, Prof. Charles W., Newton 1 4 
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Roberts, Rev. W. H., D.D., Philadelphia, Pa 

Sanderson, Rev. John P., Lansing, Midi. 

Sargent, Mrs. Wingate P., Melrose 

Savage, Rev. G. S. F., D.D., Chicago, 111. 

SOI, Edward E., New Haven, Ct 

Sims, Rev. Thomas, D.D., Melrose, 1 MS 

Smith, Mrs. Sarah P., Whitman 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C 

Sneath, Rev. I. W., Franklin 

Snyder, Rev. H. S., Weymouth, 1 MS 

South Church, Pittsfield 

Strong, Rev. J. W., D.D., Northfield, Minn 

Todd, Thomas, Concord 

Todd, Rev. W. E. f Ridgebury, Ct. 

Trinity College, Hartford, Ct. 

Truslow, Rev. Arthur, Hingham, 1 MS 

Tuft* College 

Turrell, Rev. C. W., Okarche, Okl 

Tyler, Arthur W., New York, N.Y 

United States Commissioner of Education, Washington, D.C. . 
United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C, 

12 folios 

United States Department of Labor, Washington, D.C. 

United States Department of State, Washington, D. C. 

United States Interstate Commerce Commission, Washington, D.C, 

United States Treasury Department, Washington, D.C. . 

University of California, Berkeley, Cal 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. 

University of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y 

University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 

Wadlin, Horace G., Boston 

Waldron, Rev. D. W., Boston 

Walker, Rev. J. J., Yarmouth, 1 MS 

Walker, Prof, and Mrs. Williston, Hartford, Ct 

Wallace, Rev. R. W., Somerville, 1 MS 

Ward, Rev. George M., Winter Park, Fla. 

Washburn College, Topeka, Kan. 

Watson, Rev. W. H., Red Lodge, Mont 

Webster, Rev. E. C, Jamaica Plain 

Wellesley College, WeUesley 

Wheeler, Rev. W. C, Newton, Kan 

White, Miss E. E., Cambridge 

Whiton, Rev. J. M., Ph.D., New York, N. Y 

Whittlesey, Rev. E., Washington, D.C 

Williams College, Williamstown 

Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison, Wis. 

Woman's Board of Missions, Boston 

Woman's Home Missionary Association, Boston 

Worcester Society of Antiquity 

Wright, Rev. B. M., Orange, 1 MS 

Yale University, New Haven, Ct. 

Yankton College, Yankton, S. D 

Young, Rev. Edward J., D.D., Waltham 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. The name of this body shall be the American Congregational Association. 

Art. II. The object of this Association shall be to secure the maintenance, in the city of 
Boston, of a Congregational House, for the meetings of the body, the accommodation of its 
library, and for the furtherance of its general purposes ; to found and perpetuate a library of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of the past ; and to do what- 
ever else — within the limits of its charter — shall serve to illustrate Congregational history, and 
promote the general interests of the Congregational churches. 

Art. 111. This Association shall be composed of Orthodox Congregationalists, who, having 
been nominated by the Board of Directors, shall have been admitted to membership by ballot a* 
any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing the 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. There shall be two classes of mem- 
bership, Life and Annual. Annual members shall pay an annual assessment of one dollar each, 
payable on the first day of May ; and any one neglecting to pay the annual assessment for a 
period of three months shall cease to be a member. 

The payment of ten dollars at any one time by any member shall constitute him a Life mem- 
ber, and he shall thereafter be exempt from the annual assessment. All moneys received under 
the provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President; two Vice-Presidents; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who 
shall be sworn to the faithfulperf ormance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Hoard of 
Directors; a Librarian; a Treasurer; an Assistant Treasurer; and an Auditor— all of whom 
shall perform the duties usual to their offices — and a Board of Directors consisting of thirty 
members, of which the Secretary and Treasurer shall be members tx officio. Ten members of 
the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Should any vacancy occur 
in the list of officers and Directors at any time during the year, either by failure to elect or by 
reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill the vacancy by ballot at any 
meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meeting for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate 
to such meetings, shall be held in Boston on the fourth Monday, or on such other day in May as 
the Directors may determine. Special meetings may be called at any time by the Board of Direct- 
ors. The annual and all special meetings must be called by published notices in the Orthodox 
Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one week previous. Twenty members 
shalT be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 



BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Meeting. The exercises shall be : (i) Prayer, (a) Reports of Directors and 
other officers and action thereon. (3) Election of officers. (4) And such other business as may 
legally come before the meeting. 

II. Directors. The first meeting of the Directors shall be held in the Congregational 
House within fourteen days from the Annual Meeting on the call of the Secretary. 

At this meeting they shall choose by ballot a Chairman and a Finance Committee and a 
Library Committee, each of three members, and a House Committee of five members, to serve 
for the year and until their successors shall be elected. The Directors shall hold regular quarterly 
meetings. Special meetings may be called by the Chairman and shall be called by him on written 
request of three members of the Board. The Finance Committee, subject to the approval of the 
Board of Directors, shall have the control and disposal of all moneys belonging to the Associa- 
tion. The Library Committee, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint 
the Librarian's assistants, fix the salaries of the Librarian and assistants, and make such rules 
and regulations with reference to the use and care of the Library as they may deem proper, and 
shall have general charge and supervision of the Library. The House Committee shall have 

general charge and supervision of the Congregational House, including the letting and leasing 
hereof, and shall appoint a Custodian or Janitor, and such other employees as they shall deem 
necessary, and, subject to the approval of the Finance Committee, shall fix the amount of their 
compensation and of the rentals to be charged to the tenants. These Committees shall report to 
the Association at the Annual Meeting. 

III. The Librarian. The Librarian, under the direction of the Library Committee, shall 
have charge of the Library, and shall be responsible for its care, condition, and order. 

IV. Amendments to By-Laws. These By-Laws may be amended at any annual meeting 
of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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The American Congregational Association* 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The Forty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the American Congrega- 
tional Association was held in Room 108 of the Congregational 
House, on Monday, May 26, 1902, at 12 m. President W. O. 
Blaney took the Chair, and Rev. Dr. Horr led in prayer. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 
Rev. Dr. Cobb read the Directors' report and the report of the 
Library. These reports were accepted and ordered printed. 

The Treasurer, Mr. Lovett, read his report. The Secretary 
read the Auditor's report. Both were accepted and ordered 
printed. 

The Nominating Committee appointed by the Directors, 
Messrs. Daniels, Noyes and Rice, reported from the Directors 
the following persons as nominated for membership in the Asso- 
ciation : — 

Rev. Asher Anderson, Boston, 

Rev. James L. Barton, D.D., Newton Centre, 

L. A. Crossett, North Abington, 

Frank G. Cook, Cambridge, 

Rev. O. S. Davis, Ph.D., Newtonville, 

J. H. Tewksbury, Brookline, 

B. F. Thompson, South Framingham, 

Arthur C. Whitin, Whitinsville, 

Daniel A. Wilcox, Medford, 

Arthur C. Child, Boston, 

Timothy Smith, Roxbury, 

and they were all elected to be members of the Association. 
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Alfred M. Ziegler, Roxbury. 
Arthur S. Johnson, Boston. 
D. C. Brewer, Esq., Boston. 
L. A. Crossett, North Abington. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Treasurer. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Auditor. 
Alonzo C. Tenney, Chelsea. 

These persons were duly elected to the respective offices for which 
they were nominated. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. C. H. Whittlesey, re- 
signing his position as director. This resignation was accepted. 

A letter from S. Brainard Pratt was read, and it was voted, 
on motion of F. P. Shumway, that the greetings of the Association 
be sent to Mr. Pratt. 

The following amendments to Constitution and By-Laws, 
presented by the Directors, were adopted: — 

Article 5 of the Constitution was amended so as to read : 

"The annual meeting for the choice of officers, and for other business 
appropriate to such meetings, shall be held in Boston on the fourth Monday 
or on such other day in May as the Directors may determine. 

** The Secretary shall call special meetings whenever ordered by the Presi- 
dent, either orally or in writing, so to do, or at the written request of ten 
members of the Association, or whenever directed by vote of the Board of 
Directors. 

•• The annual and all special meetings shall be called by published notice 
in the Orthodox Congregational weekly newspapers of Boston, at least one 
week before the meeting, or by such other method as the Board of Directors 
may deem proper. All calls for special meetings of the Association shall state 
the specific object of such meetings, and no other business than that for which 
a special meeting was called shall be considered or transacted at any such 



la the absence or mabilhy of the Secre tar y to act, notices under 
thai Article may be fawned by tke President. 

" Twenty members shall be accessary to a qeoram at any meeting." 

Article 2 of the By-Laws was assrnded so as to read; in place of 

"Special meetings ssay be called by the Chairman, and ahall be called 
by him on written reqoest of three members of the Board," in the fourth sen- 
tence, as follows: 

"Special meetings shall be called by the Secretary, npon the written or 
oral order of the Chairman, or npon the written request of three members of 
the Board. 

"In the absence or inability of the Secretary to act, notices under this 
By-Law may be issued by the President,** 

The Secretary was authorized to correct any technical errors 
or make necessary adjustments in recording these amendments. 

In view of a portion of the Directors 9 report touching the 
debt of the Association, the Board of Directors was instructed to 
take such measures as it deems expedient towards the extinguish- 
ment of the debt 

Adjourned. 

J. Corr, Secretary. 



FORTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN CON- 
GREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 



Within a few days after the last annual meeting, we were 
called to mourn the loss of one of our Directors, Mr. Eleazar 
Boynton. Although his service with us was but brief, we had 
already profited by that sterling integrity and sound financial 
sense, which he carried into all his varied interests. 

As the Association enters its fiftieth year, there remain upon 
the stage of life but very few who saw the beginning of its course, 
among whom may be named Edmund Dowse, of Sherborn, and 
Lyman Whiting, of Charlemont. It becomes a continual duty 
and privilege to replenish our membership from the ranks of 
active business men and clergymen. There is apparent among 
these a singular and widespread ignorance of the objects for 
which the Association stands. Congregationalists are fostering 
so many excellent enterprises, which properly make their appeal 
to the churches for regular annual contributions, that our own 
Society, whose policy it is to avoid even the appearance of com- 
petition with these others, is overlooked and neglected. We 
have a page, it is true, in the Year-Book, and a place in sundry 
hand-books, but the average man fails to see why, and the average 
minister advises nobody to remember us in his will. 

And yet, as soon as one's attention is called to the matter, it 
is as clear as sunlight that the American Congregational Associa- 
tion is the central bond of all our missionary societies, and that a 
gift to its treasury is of immediate benefit to them all. That ben- 
efit will be steadily augmented, just so fast and so far as we can 
lift off the incumbrance of debt which rests on this building. 
Already we are paying back $3,000 a year into the missionary 
treasuries ; were the debt extinguished, we should pay more than 
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six times that amownt Nor should the fact be lost sight of that 
the value of gifts is largely dependent on their stability and per- 
manence. It is not a matter of theory, but of bitter experience 
that a deviation or be q ues t may fafl Id yield the income that was 
reasonably eip r cir ri from it, whereas in the case of this building, 
the phrase -real estate'" has its natural and proper meaning. 
There are nine benevolent causes which have offices here; our 
six national societies, one New England society, one Massachu- 
setts sodety. and one Boston society. Two hundred thousand 
dollars distributed among them all might or might not give a sure 
income of 5^sco veairiv to carrv on their various lines of work ; 
bat $*cc.ccc invested in the American Congregational Associa- 
tion, to abo&sh its debc would add S&,ooo to the $ 11,000 per year 
which we are now saving, and the whole $19,000 would be avail- 
able fee these Societies; $19*000 against the present $3,000. 
This is the unanswerable argument which our President, Mr. 
Raney. octoned at the anniversary, a year ago ; and since Con- 
gregarioBiHsts are reasonable beings, it must be possible to make 
them feel not only its validity, but the noble opportunity to which 
it points. Suppose we do nothing at all but let things drift ; we 
have no security that they will move on as easily as they are 
moving now ; a dark cloud of depression is liable at any time to 
overspread the financial skv ; rents would be lowered or lost, and 
interns: raised ; instead of reducing the debt we must then add to 
it. The natives of hope and fear unite, therefore, in urging us to 
make a determined effort, during this jubilee year, to greatly 
reduce, if possible to extinguish, the indebtedness of the 
Association. 

It must not be inferred that the closing year has been less 
prosperous than the year before, because the mortgage has been 
cut down by only $5.^00; namely, from 5201.000 to $196,000. 
For besides the ordinary expenditures, we have bought, for nine 
hundred pounds, the library of Bishop Stubbs. of Oxford, the 
eminent authority on English history. Some account of its con- 
tents is given in the library report presented herewith ; as to the 
business side of the transaction, all who have examined the col- 
lection agree to pronounce it a wise and fortunate investment. 



Of the purchase money, $3,000 in round numbers was already in 
hand, as the unexpended balance of Mr. Stickney's bequest of 
$5,000; the remaining $1,500 was a grant from the treasury by 
vote of the Directors. The saving in exchange, plus the appre- 
ciation in the Stickney fund, was more than sufficient to cover 
the large expenses of packing and transportation. It may be 
added that Mr. Stickney himself, who always rejoiced to give 
Congregationalism preeminence, would certainly have approved 
this disposition of the money. Now that his fund is exhausted, 
let us hope that other friends of equally liberal spirit will come to 
our help with direct gifts or bequests for the permanent income 
of the Library. Although it is not every year that such a collec- 
tion as the one referred to is thrown upon the market, it is highly 
desirable that we should be able to seize such opportunities by 
the forelock when they do emerge. 

The past year has brought us to the close of the long legal 
contest over the will of Dr. Langworthy. A persistent effort to 
break the will was carried from court to court, but at each stage 
was decided in favor of this Association. The income of the 
$10,000 which he bequeathed is to be used perpetually for certain 
specified departments of the Congregational Library, in which he 
took a particular interest. Apart from $1,000, left by Mr. George 
Punchard, this is the only fund now held by the Association ; and 
of the $10,000, $1,250 is at present unproductive. 

The past year has been a fairly steady one in respect to the 
income from rentals. Few tenants have left the House and few 
newcomers have been secured. There are still six rooms vacant, 
at the present writing; the applicants that appear are generally 
in quest of rooms at lower rates. The time may not be far dis- 
tant when we shall find it expedient to offer to parties outside our 
own Societies a good number of smaller rooms than those avail- 
able now. It is worth noting that these six vacant rooms would 
rent, at present rates, for $2,000; and thus — if one may be par- 
doned a rose-colored view of the future — with the debt paid off 
and the rooms all rented, we should have $20,000 a year for the 
Societies, and an additional thousand dollars for the Library. 
The past experiences of this Association, which will be more 



at the sennxaenwannial a imi t eisa ry a year 
forbid the indulgence of opthnistic visions, and warn us to 
be up and doing; and yet a prnnarj condition of all progress is 
the bright vision of some good that any be; let us therefore be 
of good courage while we gird up our loins afresh for the esp e c ial 
work which we have mhented from the 




FORTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY. 



Books in the Library, May, 1901, 43,239; added during the 
year, 7,006; total, May, 1902, 50,245. Pamphlets, May, 1901, 
49*203 ; added, 553 ; total, 49,753. Unbound numbers of period- 
icals, May, 1901, 42,262 ; added, 1,243; total, 43,505. 

The report last year ventured a prediction, with too feeble 
faith, as follows: "When the Library is fifty years old, it may 
perhaps contain 50,000 books and 50,000 pamphlets." The un- 
precedented increase in books during the past year is due chiefly 
to the purchase, from Mr. Bernard Quaritch, of the library of 
William Stubbs, late Bishop of Oxford, who died in May, 1901. 
His library was first offered for sale in July, was secured by us 
in September, was received in December, and is already classified 
and arranged on the shelves. It contains 6,350 books, nearly 
all being bound volumes; the others are included in this total 
by estimating the number of bound volumes which they will make. 
No catalogue of this library had been prepared in England ; but 
a list of about eight hundred of its best books was sent to us, and 
the whole was bought on that information. A remarkable cir- 
cumstance which could not be foreseen, but which is certainly 
worthy of congratulation, is that among the entire 6,350 volumes, 
only about 150 are duplicates of books that previously belonged 
to the Congregational Library. We are glad, also, to note the 
liberal dealing of Mr. Quaritch, who stated in the preliminary 
correspondence that the library contained " rather more than 
5,100 volumes," and then put in 1,200 more for good measure. 
Even though some of these last are not books we should be likely 
to buy if they stood by themselves, yet supposing we were to pick 
out and set aside or give away 2,000 of the books, the remaining 
4>35o> at a dollar a volume, would almost exactly equal the pur- 
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chase price of the whole, u hei e as their intrinsic value is fully 
doable that amount. linking at it in «**Hhrr light, we spend 
each year, say Si. 500 for j whlif ion s to the Congregational Library. 
The cost of the Stnbbs Library, then, icpmento die output of 
three years. Bat the librarian does not hesitate to say that this 
addition b worth more than the im irmrnt of any seven years in 
the library's previous history. This UHrmcnl may be justified, 
to those who lack time Id investigate it for themselves, by a run- 
ning description of the main contents. 

It is intended, for the present at any rate, to keep the Stubbs 
Library (with its catalogue) s ep ara t e from die general collection. 
Exception is made of a few books of reference, like die five great 
volumes of the Oxford Fngfah Dictionary, which are noticeable 
as one enters the reading-room. The regular price of these is $13 
per volume, and this helps to bring up the average before men- 
tioned. Bat without paying further regard to prices, let us mount 
to the top of the stack room. The mere curiosity seeker will not 
find it worth his while to chmb the stairs^ for die Bishop gathered 
his library for use and not for show. There are very few fine 
bindings, or incunabula, or books collected for their rarity alone. 
It is the working library of a working scholar, who was both a 
leading historian, and a high official in the Church of England. 
By reason of these two functions, the historical and the religious, 
he accumulated books in the very departments which form the 
two main features of our own library. Everything historical, and 
especially English history, is always welcome here; also every- 
thing that bears on religion, and in particular, books relating to 
the Church of England and its offshoots. Apart from the Stubbs 
collection, the books which give our library its prime importance 
bear on the controversies in the English Church; and among 
these there are probably as many on the Episcopal side as on 
the Congregational. 

But to return to the new collection. As one comes in sight 
of it, his eye is caught by a goodly number of immense folios 
relating to English history. Here is the Domesday Book, in four 
ponderous volumes; Rymer's Foedera, in twenty-seven volumes, 
comprising the treaties and compacts of the British sovereigns; 



^ 



i3 

the similar French work, Ordonnances des Rois de France, fifteen 
volumes. Next come Statutes of the Realm, Rolls of Parliament, 
and other original sources ; also a few histories proper. But most 
of the histories are in less bulky form, quartos and octavos, in- 
cluding excellent editions of Clarendon, Hume, Freeman, Froude, 
Gardiner, etc. There are Calendars of State Papers, thirty vol- 
umes ; Historical MSS. Reports, fifty volumes ; and the publica- 
tions issued by the Master of the Rolls, 250 volumes, royal octavo, 
which bring into modern type and convenient form the curious 
old chronicles of early England, and continue down through the 
Tudor sovereigns. Akin to these sources are antiquarian publi- 
cations in great variety and abundance, as those of the Surtees 
Society, the Pipe Roll Society, the Camden Society, the Oxford 
Historical Society, and the works edited by Hearn and LeNeve. 
The great French work on chronology, in thirty-five volumes, is 
also here, " VArt de verifier Us dates ; " one might consider this as 
lying at the basis of history. 

Passing now to the religious side, we might specify, out of 
the great mass of interesting material, the exact reprint of the 
Bible of 161 1 ; the facsimiles of the Hebrew Ecclesiasticus ; the 
works of Aquinas and Bede (twenty volumes) ; the Sacred Books 
of the East (about forty volumes); a fine collection of liturgies 
(more than 100 volumes) ; Labbeus's Acta Concilia, in seventeen 
great tomes; and various Lives of the Saints. 

Among the books neither strictly historical nor religious is a 
large collection in the department of education, including some 
200 text-books issued by the Clarendon Press, and many works 
relating to Oxford University. A series of large volumes is 
devoted to MSS. in the British Museum. Moreri's French cylo- 
paedia, in ten folio volumes, may be mentioned ; also the transac- 
tions of many learned societies, for instance, the Prussian Royal 
Academy, forty volumes. There are about 150 volumes of Greek 
and Latin classics, aside from the text-books, and some specimens 
of English literature, like Skeats's Chaucer, in seven volumes. 
Such works in Geography as Pickering's Voyages, seventeen vol- 
umes ; in Biography, as the set entitled Rulers of India ; and in 
Law, as the Selden Society's publications, throw valuable side 



14 

lights upon the historical collection. Enough, and doubtless 
more than enough, has been said, to vindicate the claims we 
have made for this single accession, which enables the Con- 
gregational Library to render especial service to the students 
of English history, and strengthens it materially in all other 
departments. 

The summary has already shown that we have not been 
neglectful of the ordinary sources of supply. Many of these are 
gifts, acknowledged at the close of this report; but about J 1,500 
has been spent as usual for books, periodicals, and binding. It 
is not only important to secure the new books which all our 
readers desire, but equally so, and much more difficult, to fill the 
gaps in those departments that ought to be reasonably complete. 
About half of the regular appropriation is used in this way, and 
in view of the growing scarcity of Americana, perhaps the pro- 
portion might well be increased. The chief value of the Congre- 
gational Library is in these special lines, and this must become 
more and more true in the future, owing to the rapid multiplication 
of general libraries. 

The librarian would make grateful mention of the high 
quality of service rendered by the assistant librarians : Miss Stone, 
ever versatile and efficient, despite increasing years ; Miss White 
becoming familiar with all branches of the work, as well as with 
her own special department. 

The approaching centenary celebration of the birth of 
Horace Bushnell may serve to remind us that we ought to in- 
crease the number and enhance the quality of our portraits of 
eminent Congregationalists. One such, an excellent oil painting 
of Dr. Henry M. Dexter, was secured last autumn by the ready 
gifts of some of his friends. The artist is Charles A. Jackson, of 
this city, who also painted our portrait of Dr. Quint ; and the two, 
as they face each other, attract the attention of many visitors. 
No two men were more steadfastly devoted to the interests of 
this Association, from the beginning of its life to the close of their 
own. But our portrait gallery should include many others that 
are not yet here. Bushnell and Storrs, Henry Ward Beecher 
and Leonard Bacon, with other worthies back to Jonathan Ed- 
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wards and the Mathers — such faces should look down upon this 
and the coming generations. Rejecting with our Puritan fathers 
the worship of images, let us yet turn to practical account the 
truth perverted in that form of idolatry ; for our own lofty privi- 
leges and wide outlook result from the fact that we stand upon 
the shoulders of Titans who have lived and wrought for the 
general good. 



DONATIONS OF BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, AND 

MAGAZINES. 



Bible Society, New York, N.Y 

Board of Commissioners for Foreign Minions, «,„«,, 

American Colonization Society, Washington, D. C 

American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y. ■ 

American Peace Society, Boston 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, H. Y. . . . 
American Unitarian Association. Boston ...... 

Amherst College, Amherst 

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, Boston .... 

Archibald, Rev. A. W., D.D., Brockton 

Bachelor, Rer. Gilbert H., W. Newfield, Me. 

Bailey, Rer. O. C, Worcester, i MS 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me. 

Barton, Rev. W. E., D.D., Oak Park, I1L 

Bassett, Rer. A. B., Ware, 1 MS. 

Basis, Rer. C B., Greenfield, 1 MS 

Benton, Joeiah H., Jr., Boston 

Blake, Rer. S. L., D.D., New London, Ct 

Blood, William H., Aubomdale 

Board of Publication of the Reformed Church in America, New 

York t N. Y. 

Boston, Department of Parks 

Boston Port and Seamen's Aid Society 

Boston Public Library 

Boston University 

Boston Young Men's Christian Association 

Boston Young Men's Christian Union 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me. 

Bradley, Rer. £. £., Lincoln 

Bridgman, Rer. H. A., Brookliue 

Broad, Rer. L. B., Topeka, Kan., i MS 

Brown, David H., W. Medford 

Bruce, Rev. H. J., Satara, India 

Bunker Hill Monument Association, Charlestown .... 

Burnham, Rev. C G., Chicopee 

Bussey, Rev. R. D., N. Evans, N. Y., i MS 

Cambridge, City of 

Cambridge, Public library 

Campbell, Rev. Andrew, Webster, i MS 

Carleton College, Northfield, Minn 

Carpenter, Rev. C. C, Andover 

Carruthers, Rev. William, New Bedford, i MS 
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Cate, Rev. George H. t Boston 2 

Chapman, Rev. Edward M., St. Johnsbury, Vt 4 

Chase, F. N., Lowell a aa 

Chase, Rer. J. B., Ocheyedan, Io 4 

Clark, Rev. F. E., D.D., Auburndale 1 

Clement, Frank, Newton Centre 6 j 

Cobb, Rer. W. H. t D.D., Newton Centre 6 13 

Comstock, John M., Chelsea, Vt. 1 

Congregational Home Missionary Society, New York, N. Y. . . 1 6 

Congregational Union of England and Wales, London ... 1 

Congregationalism Boston 4 34 35 

Connecticut Bureau of Labor Statistics, Hartford .... 1 

Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford 1 

Cousins, Rev. E. M., Thomaston, Me 1 

Cressey, Rev. P. H., No. Conway, N. H a 

Crooks, Rev. C. M., Colerain, 1 MS 

Crowell, Prof. E. P., Amherst 1 

Cushman, Mrs. C. M., Castine, Me 7 87 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H a 1 

Davis, Rev. O. S., Ph. D., NewtonvUle 1 

Davis, Rev. W. H., D.D., Newton, 1 MS 

Day, Rev. S. Mills, Honeoye, N. Y 1 

Deane, Rev. James, Northfield, N. Y. 3 

Doane College, Crete, Neb 1 

Dodge, Rev. J. E., W. Boylston, 1 MS 

Dodge, James H., Boston 1 

Drury College, Springfield, Mo a 

Dudley, Rev. M. S., Boston t 

Eaton, Rev. W. H., Boston 1 

Essex Institute, Salem 1 

Fairbank, Rev. John B., Godfrey, I1L 2 

Fairmount College, Wichita, Kan 1 

Fitchburg, City of 1 

Flint, Rev. George H., Dorchester, 1 MS 3 

Floody, Rev. Robert J., Boston 1 

Folsom, Capt. A. A., Boston 1 

Ford, Rev. James T., Los Angeles, Cat a 

Forest Hills Cemetery Corporation a a 

Foster, Prof. Frank H., Oakland, Cal 1 

Fuller, Rev. A. H., Easton Centre, 1 MS 

General Theological Library, Boston 1 

Gerould, Rev. S. L., D.D., Hollis, N. H 11 m 

Gerrie, Rev. J. P., Toronto, Ont a 

Goodwin, Rev. S. H., Provo, Utah a 

Gray, J. Converse, Boston, 1 MS 

Green, S. A., M.D., Boston 6 8 a 

Green Bay, Wis., Union Congregational Church a 

Greene, W. L., Dorchester 5 

Griffis, Rev. W. E., D.D., Ithaca, N. Y a 

Hall, Edward W., Waterville, Me 1 

Hardy, Rev. E. N., Quincy, 1 MS 

Hart, Rev. Samuel, D.D., Middletown, Ct. 1 

Harvard University, Cambridge a 

Hoes, Chap. R. R., U. S. Navy 1 

Holbrook, Rev. Ira A., Independence, Kan., 1 MS 
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Rankin, Rev. J. K., D.D., Washington, D. C x 

Rhoades, Rev. W.C, Roxbury, i MS 

Roberto, Rer. W. H., D.D., Philadelphia, Pa a 

Rollins, Rev. Walter H., Wilmington, i MS 

Rom, Rer. James H., Cambridge i 

Sanborn, Nathan P., Marblehead x 

Sanderson, Rev. J. P., Lansing, Mich a 

Scofield, William G, Washington, D. C a 

Scudder, Rev. Doremos, D.D., Woburn i 

Seelye, Rer. L. Clark, D.D., Northampton a 

Seibert, Rer. A. J., Worcester, i MS 

Smart, Rer. W. S., Brandon, Vt a 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C a 

Strong, Rer. James W., D.D., Northfield, Minn i 

Strong, Rev. Jostah, New York, N. Y 3 

Taylor, Rev. J. G., Arlington Heights, a MS 1 

Tenney, Rev. E. P., Cambridge 1 1 

Tewksbury, Rev. George A., Concord x 

Thayer, Rev. L. H., Portsmouth, N. H a 

Tilton, Rev. George H., N. Woburn 1 

Todd, Thomas, Concord 1 x 

Tufts College 1 1 

Union Theological Seminary, New York, N. Y a 

United States Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C. x 

United States Commissioner of Education, Washington, D. C. . 10 

United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C, 5 folios ai ax 

United States Department of Labor, Washington, D. C. . 8 

United States Department of State, Washington, D. C. 15 

United States Treasury Department, Washington, D. C 4 

UniversaHst Publishing House, Boston 1 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor x 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 1 

University of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y a a 

University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt 1 

Wadlin, Horace G., Boston a 

Waldron, Rev. D. W., Boston 34 a 

Walker, Prof. Willlston, D.D., New Haven, Ct. . . . . x 

Washburn College, Topeka, Kan 1 

Watson, Rev. W. H., Red Lodge, Mont 1 

Webster, Rev. E. C, Jamaica Plain 3 

Wellesley College, Wellesley 1 

Wells, Rev. C. B., Denver, Col., 1 MS 

Wheeler, Rev. E. C, Hyannis, x MS 

Wheeler, Rev. W. C, Newton, Kan 1 

White, Miss E. E., Cambridge 1 

WUlcox, Rev. Inman L., Worcester, x MS 

Williams College, Williamstown 1 

Winship, Rev. A. E., Boston x 

Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison 3 

Woman's Board of Missions, Boston 1 a xa 

Woodworth, William A., White Plains, N. Y 1 

Yale Corporation, New Haven, Ct 3 

Yale University, New Haven, Ct a 1 

Yankton College, Yankton, S. D x 

Young, Rev. Edward J., D.D., Waltham a 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred mnd Fifty-four. 

An Act to incorporate the Congregational library Association, at Boston. 

Be H enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in Genera/ Court assembled, 

the authority of the same, as fellows : 

Sbction i. Kttfus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Johns A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, at 
Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating a horary of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sac a. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid p ur pose s. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April ta, 1854.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Sbction i. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorised by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, as 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four. 

Sbc a. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
April 24, 1856.] 



Be it enacted, etc., at follow*: 

Sbction i. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorized to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sbc a. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized 
to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works ; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and with 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sbc 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold. 

Skc a. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
a4, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Sbction i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorized to increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sbc a. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February ai, 1893.] 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. The name of this body shall be the American Congregational Association. 

Art. II. The object of this Association shall be to secure the maintenance, in the city of 
Boston, of a Congregational House, for the meetings of the body, the accommodation of its 
library, and for the furtherance of its general purposes ; to found and perpetuate a library of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of toe past ; and to do what- 
ever else — within the limits of its charter — shall serve to illustrate Congregational history, and 
promote the general interests of the Congregational churches. 

Art. III. This Association shall be composed of Orthodox Congregationalists, who, having 
been nominated by the Board of Directors, shall have been admitted to membership by ballot a/ 
any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing the 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. There shall be two classes of mem- 
bership, Life and Annual. Annual members shall pay an annual assessment of one dollar each, 
payable on the first day of May ; and any one neglecting to pay the annual assessment for a 
period of three months shall cease to be a member. 

The payment of ten dollars at any one time by any member shall constitute him a Life mem- 
ber, and he shall thereafter be exempt from the annual assessment All moneys received under 
the provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who snail be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President; two Vice-Presidents; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who 
shall be sworn to the faithful perf ormance of his duties, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors; a Librarian; a Treasurer; an Assistant Treasurer; and an Auditor— all of whom 
shall perform the duties usual to their offices — and a Board of Directors consisting of thirty 
members, of which the Secretary and Treasurer shall be members tx officio. Ten members of 
the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Should any vacancy occur 
m the list of officers and Directors at any time during the year, either by failure to elect or by 
reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill the vacancy by ballot at any 
meeting called for the purpose. 

A rt. V. The annual meeting for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate to 
such meetings, shall be held in Boston on the fourth Monday, or on such other day in May as the 
Directors may determine. The Secretary shall call special meetings whenever ordered by the 
President, either orally or in writing, so to do, or at the written request of ten members of 
the Association, or whenever directed by vote of the Board of Directors. The annual and all 
special meetings shall be called by published notice in the Orthodox Congregational weekly 
newspapers of Boston, at least one week before the meeting, or by such other method as the 
Board of Directors may deem proper. All calls for special meetings of the Association shall state 
the specific object of such meetings, and no other business than that for which a special meeting 
was called shall be considered or transacted at any such meeting. In the absence or inability of 
the Secretary to act, notices under this article may be issued by the President Twenty members 
shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Meeting. The exercises shall be : (i) Prayer. (2) Reports of Directors and 
other officers and action thereon. (3) Election of officers. (4) Ana such other business as may 
legally come before the meeting. 

II. Directors. The first meeting of the Directors shall be held in the Congregational 
House within fourteen days from the Annual Meeting on the call of the Secretary* 

At this meeting they shall choose by ballot a Chairman and a Finance Committee and a 
Library Committee, each of three members, and a House Committee of five members, to serve 
for the year and until their successors shall be elected. The Directors shall hold regular quarterly 
meetings. Special meetings shall be called by the Secretary, upon the written or oral order of the 
Chairman, or upon the written request of three members of the Board. In the absence or in- 
ability of the Secretary to act, notices under this By-Law may be issued by the President. The 
Finance Committee, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors, shall have the control and 
disposal of all moneys belonging to the Association. The Library Committee, subject to the 
approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint the Librarian's assistants, fix the salaries of 
the Librarian and assistants, and make such rules and regulations with reference to the use and 
care of the Library as they may deem proper, and shall have general charge and supervision of 
the Library. The House Committee shall have general charge and supervision of the Congre- 

fitional House, including the letting and leasing thereof, and shall appoint a Custodian or 
anitor, and such other employees as they shall deem necessary, and, subject to the approval 
of the Finance Committee, shall fix the amount of their compensation and of the rentals to be 
charged to the tenants. These Committees shall report to the Association at the Annual Meeting. 

III. The Librarian. The Librarian, under the direction of the Library Committee, shall 
have charge of the Library, and shall be responsible for its care, condition, and order. 

IV. Amendments to By-Laws. These By-Laws may be amended at any annual meeting 
of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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The American Congregational Association. 



BUSINESS MEETING. 

The Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the American Congregational 
Association was held in Pilgrim Hall, Boston, on Monday, May 
25, 1903, at 12 m. President W. O. Blaney took the Chair, and 
Rev. Morton Dexter led in prayer. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 
Rev. Dr. Cobb read the Directors' report, which was accepted 
and ordered printed. 

The Treasurer, Mr. Lovett, read his report. The Secretary 
read the Auditor's report. Both were accepted and ordered 
printed. 

The Directors nominated for membership in the Association 
the following persons: — 

Rev. George A. Gordon, D.D., Boston, 

Rev. John H. Denison, Boston, 

Thomas E. Chamberlain, Brookline, 

Preston Pond, Winchester, 

Charles E. Kelsey, Newton Centre, 

Rev. George T. Smart, D.D., Newton Highlands, 

Rev. Charles A. Dinsmore, South Boston, 

J. Payson Bradley, South Boston, 

Charles W. Clark, Wilmington, 

Rev. Charles O. Day, D.D., Andover, 

Rev. A. H. Plumb, D.D., Boston, 

and they were all elected to be members of the Association. 

The Nominating Committee then nominated the following 
list of officers for the ensuing year: — 




President. 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 



Saitoh. B. Caput, LL.D., Boston. 

E. W. Blatchford, LL.D., Chicago, 111. 

Directors. 
Marquis F. Dickinson, Boston. 
S. Brainard Pratt, Boston. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 
Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Roxbury. 
William H. Hodokins, Somerville. 
Rkv. Elijah Hork, D.D., Maiden. 
Thomas Todd, Concord. 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 
Rkv. DkWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 
Henry E. Cobb, Newton. 
William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 
James M. W. Hall, Cambridge. 
Mortimer B. Mason, Boston. 
Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Dan vers. 
G. Henry Whitcomb, Worcester. 
Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D.D., Brookline. 
William A. Paine, Roxbury. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 
Arthur C Farley, Aubumdale. 
Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 
Rev. Edward M. Noyes, Newton Centre. 
John H. Colby, Boston. 
William F. Whittemore, Boston. 
Franklin P. Shumway, Melrose. 
Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., Newton. 
Alfred M. Ziecler, Roxbury. 
Arthur S. Johnson, Boston. 
D. C. Brewer, Boston. 
L. A. Crossett, North Abington. 
Timothy Smith, Roxbury. 



Corresponding and Recording Secretary, 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Treasurer. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Auditor. 
Alonzo C. Tenney, Chelsea, 

The Nominating Committee made the following recommen- 
dation, which was adopted by the Association: — 

" This Committee recommends that the Association instruct future Nom- 
inating Committees to take into consideration the degree of practical helpful- 
ness manifested by Directors already on the list, especially their ability to 
attend a reasonable number of Directors' meetings." 

Adjourned. 

J. Corr, Secretary. 



THE FIFTIETH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN CON- 
GREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 



At this jubilee anniversary it is meet and right to retrace in 
outline the path along which the good hand of our God has led us 
for half a century, and thus we must condense into briefest com- 
pass the events of the past year. 

The debt has been reduced by $7,000, bringing it down to 
$189,000, and $5,000 is on hand for a further reduction at the 
next interest day. Three thousand dollars of that $5,000 came 
from the recent legacy of Mr. Caleb T. Symmes, of Lancaster, 
Mass. 

Current expenses have increased, owing to the enhanced cost 
of fuel occasioned by the great strike in the mining regions. We 
have kept our people comfortably warm, but the coal bill, which 
last year was $1,600, amounted this year to $3,000. It was more 
than $1,000 for the two months of December and January. Taxes, 
also, have increased from $4,500 to $5,000. Other expenses, how- 
ever, have been kept low, through the careful management and 
constant oversight of the Superintendent, Mr. George A. Linscott, 
and there is a balance of $2,500 to return to the missionary socie- 
ties against $3,000 last year. 

At the annual meeting of 1902 the Directors were instructed 
to take such measures as they deemed expedient towards the 
extinguishment of the debt Nothing has been received for this 
purpose except the legacy just mentioned. Let us hope that the 
interest already apparent in this fiftieth anniversary will secure a 
wider cooperation among Congregationalists in the enterprise for 
which we stand. 

One of the two main departments of this enterprise, the Con- 
gregational Library, continues to grow and prosper. There were 



added during the year 8G6 books, 657 pamphlets, 1,136 unbound 
numbers of periodicals, and 64 manuscripts. The Directors' re- 
port of 1901 expressed the hope that two years later, at the end of 
half a century of activity, there might be gathered in the Library 
50,000 books and 50,000 pamphlets. That mark has been reached 
and passed, for, to be exact, we have now 51,111 books, 50,410 
pamphlets, and 44,641 unbound numbers of periodicals, besides 
manuscripts, portraits, and a cabinet containing many relics of the 
past The little seed planted in 1853, and consisting of fifty-sii 
books and pamphlets, has thus multiplied itself a thousandfold. 
The Directors make grateful acknowledgment of gifts to the Li- 
brary during the year from a multitude of donors, whose names 
appear at the close of this report. We also return especial thanks 
for the portraits of three ex-Presidents of the Association — that 
of Mr. Samuel D. Warren, from his son of the same name j that 
of Mr. Edward S. Tobey, from his daughter, Miss Elizabeth P. 
Tobey, and that of our first President, Rev. Dr. William T. 
Dwight (of whom we shall soon speak more particularly), from 
his daughter, Mrs. Prof. Egbert C. Smyth. In the beautiful hall 
of the Congregational Library may be seen today the portraits of 
all the Presidents of this Association save the present one, who 
will be there in his own person to greet our friends this afternoon. 
There have been but five of these predecessors in all our long his- 
tory, and it is an interesting coincidence that each of the five 
portraits was presented by a member of the family circle of the 
President in question. 

And now let us go back in thought to the humble beginnings 
of this project We could not, if we would, make a pilgrimage to 
the spot where the Association came into being, for the past few 
months have witnessed the disappearance from Spring Lane of 
that ancient landmark, the Old South Chapel. Without tracing 
at this time the remoter suggestions which culminated in the event 
we celebrate, let us begin the review with 1853. On the 25th of 
May — and our present custom of meeting on the last Monday 
brings us this year to that exact date — on the 25th of May, 1853, 
in the Old South Chapel, an addition was made to the happy family 
of anniversary week by the birth of this Society, whose name, for 



the first eleven years of its life, was the Congregational Library 
Association. This last fact indicates the idea prominent in the 
minds of those who originated the movement The early reli- 
gious literature of New England, scattered in thousands of garrets, 
was fast perishing under the tooth of time — or that of more 
tangible rodents. An earnest, united effort was needed for its 
preservation. So thought Parsons Cooke, Julius A. Palmer, 
Joseph S. Clark, and others, who launched the undertaking. With 
the advent of Rufus Anderson among the leading spirits during 
the first year, the object of the Association was broadened. A 
charter was secured early in 1854, which announced the double 
object of a Congregational Library, and of a building for its use 
and that of charitable societies. The matter of the building, the 
securing of a central home for all our missionary efforts, was fore- 
most in Dr. Anderson's thought. Within that same year Drs. Dex- 
ter and Quint became life members, and furnished a counterpoise 
on the Library side. 

As already stated, the first President of the Association was 
Rev. Dr. William T. Dwight, of Portland, Maine. His name 
deserves more than a passing mention. He was the son of Pres- 
ident Dwight, of Yale College, and was himself a man of eminent 
intellectual and moral force. Prepared to enter Yale at twelve 
years of age, though kept back two years longer by his wise 
parents, he was still the youngest and one of the brightest mem- 
bers of the class of 18 13. Not being a professed Christian at 
graduation he entered the law, and soon acquired distinction at 
the Philadelphia bar. After eleven years' practice he was con- 
verted, under the powerful preaching of Dr. Skinner, and in the 
words of the latter, " Mr. Dwight at once abandoned his calling, 
with prospects of wealth and eminence from it not often surpassed, 
and consecrated himself to Christ in the work of the ministry." 
His one pastorate was at Portland, from 1832 to 1864. At once 
he came to the front, and he retained through life a foremost place 
among the noble men who wrought the work of God in our neigh- 
bor State. Though giving his chief strength to his own church, 
he was an able advocate of every good cause, and thus was prom- 
inent in the councils of the antislavery movement, of home and 



foreign missions, of colleges and theological seminaries, and of 
other literary and benevolent organizations. 

Such was the man whose well-earned reputation for judicial 
fairness and devotion to Congregationalism caused him to be 
chosen to preside over the first national convention of our denom- 
ination which met at Albany in 1852. A year later he was called to 
take the helm of our own new enterprise. For the next twelve years, 
up to the very time of his last illness, he never failed to come to 
Boston and preside at each meeting of the Association, not only 
at the business sessions, but at the public exercises, where bis 
grace and eloquence were always at the service of our cause. 

It was a day of small things. Every one acknowledged the 
importance of the double function for which we stood — the pres- 
ervation of New England religious literature, and the securing of 
a home for the societies — and yet very few were found to render 
the indispensable aid. Dr. Joseph S. Clark, the faithful Corre- 
sponding Secretary, labored with unwearied diligence to stir up 
churches and individuals with the call, " Arise, and build." He 
met with fair success in collecting books and pamphlets, but with 
a very discouraging reception to his constant plea for the money 
needed for a building. 

The Old South Chapel was never the home of the Associa- 
tion ; only the place of some of its first annual business meetings. 
In a certain sense we shall be going home when we go to the 
public service this evening, for in 1853 a small room at the old 
Tremont Temple was rented as the first headquarters of the Con- 
gregational Library Association. This room was soon filled to 
overflowing with books and pamphlets, and the Society began the 
long search for an appropriate home of its own. 

It is a common error to speak of the building at the corner 
of Beacon and Somerset Streets as the first Congregational House. 
Certainly some of our members recall the building at No. 23 
Chauncy Street, bought by the Association in r857, and occupied 
by it for the next ten years. It was the Judge Jackson estate, 
covering about 4,500 feet of land, which cost $25,000, and was 
mortgaged for 113,000. It was not remodeled, but occupied as it 
was, with some refitting, and a part of it was rented to the city of 
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Boston. Scarcely was the transfer completed before the country 
was visited by the great panic of 1857. It was no time to raise 
money. The fragile bark of our enterprise was all but swamped 
in the financial hurricane. Two men, whose names should be 
recorded, came generously to the rescue and gave their individual 
notes to secure the loan. They were Alpheus Hardy and Abner 
Kingman. The next few years comprised a period of drifting 
under bare poles. The building was held, fortunately, but noth- 
ing could be spent for books or for the services of a financial 
agent. There was no salaried official of any kind before 1862. 
Dr. Clark gave his labors freely, and doubtless shortened his life 
by these protracted and disappointing efforts, which at one time 
seemed at the point of fruition, only to be blasted by the storm 
of civil war. After Dr. Clark's death, in 1 861, it seemed probable 
for some years that the Association would be merged with the 
American Congregational Union, now the Church Building So- 
ciety. The same Corresponding Secretary, Rev. I. P. Lang- 
worthy, was secured for both societies, and numerous conferences 
were held, with a view to joining forces. But at last, in 1864, it 
was decided that our objects were important enough to warrant, 
to demand, even, the continuance of the Association on its own 
lines. By act of legislature its powers were enlarged, and its 
name was changed to that which it has always borne since. Then 
came the National Council, the great Boston Council of 1865, 
which heartily endorsed the plan for a worthy Congregational 
House. In 1866, Dr. Dwight having passed away, Mr. Edward S. 
Tobey was elected to the presidency, and served, like his predeces- 
sor, for twelve years. They were critical years, which culminated 
in the widespread conviction that the Congregational House was 
to be a fixed factor in the life of our denomination. Mr. Tobey's 
success in enlisting the interest of many of the ablest business 
men of Boston was highly conducive to this end. 

In 1867 a good opportunity was embraced to dispose of the 
Chauncy Street House for a little more than double the purchase 
price. Rooms at No. 40 Winter Street were rented and occupied 
for the next five years. Here the Library was much better housed 
than before, and this period of its life awakens pleasant recollec- 



tions in the minds of our older members. Meanwhile the city 
was searched over to find a suitable location for a large Congre- 
gational House, and the canvass for funds was eagerly pressed. 
In 1870 great efforts were made in our denomination to celebrate 
appropriately the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the land- 
ing of the Pilgrims. Our own undertaking was pushed into prom- 
inence, and large and small contributions flowed in. But the best 
that could be done was to secure, in 1871, the two old buildings at 
the corner of Beacon and Somerset Streets, and in 1S72 to adapt 
them to our purpose by various changes and additions. Even 
then the Library- annex had to wait until the close of .S74, when, 
through the generosity of Mr. Samuel A. Hitchcock, the unique 
Structure which most of us remember was fitted up and opened to 
the public 

Through all these changes the efficient Secretary and Libra- 
rian, Rev. Dr. Langworthy, was the leading spirit, and for thirteen 
years longer his guiding hand was on the wheel. To him, more 
than to any other one man, it is probable that our present relative 
prosperity is due. 

Some notion may be gained of the force of a stream by 
observing the channel it cuts through the rock. The persistent 
energy that Dr. Langworthy put into this work (which he called 
his last and tenderly loved work) appears when we note the 
obstacles he encountered. At the beginning of 1867 he became 
released from the American Congregational Union in order to put 
his time and strength into the service of the Association. One 
hundred thousand dollars was the sum thought needful for a new 
building. He undertook to procure 150,000 outside of Boston, 
provided another {50,000 could be obtained within the city. This 
condition was easily met when the first Congregational House was 
sold to Messrs. Jordan and Marsh for $57,000. Dr. Langworthy 
obtained appointments in the leading churches of New England, 
and to some extent elsewhere, besides visiting associations, confer- 
ences, and conventions, and securing a multitude of personal 
interviews with prominent laymen. He was surprised to find 
that the very men from whom he felt most confident of substantial 
aid were already pledged to use their resources for educational 
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enterprises. As one of the best friends of this Association re- 
marked in a parallel case, "We are mortgaged to Western col- 
leges." Very little money could be collected until the jubilee year 
of 1870 brought the Congregational House before the public mind. 
Then came in swift succession three staggering blows : first, the 
Chicago fire of 187 1, which, as Dr. Barrows used to say, made a 
bigger fire in Boston, because so much of the property was owned 
here; second, the Boston fire of 1872, and third, the monetary 
stringency of 1873. Other obstacles might be mentioned, but time 
presses. Suffice it to say that, although few benevolent under- 
takings have ever encountered such a series of misfortunes, the 
vision of a Congregational House would not down. The varied 
machinery set in motion, directly or indirectly, by Dr. Lang- 
worthy, produced in the end fully a hundred thousand dollars, 
and the property of the Association was removed, in 1873, from 
Winter Street to the building which bore in conspicuous letters, 
still traceable, the inscription, "Congregational House." 

It must not be supposed that Dr. Langworthy's zeal was spent 
wholly upon the finances ; the Library claimed it in equal measure. 
As he went from point to point his eye was always open, and also 
his carpetbag, for anything that could help this collection, either 
in itself or by exchange. He neither asked nor desired a dollar 
to purchase books ; all moneys received must go to the building 
fund; but a more successful solicitor of books was never seen. 
At his accession, in 1862, the Library had more promise than 
potency ; it contained only 3,000 volumes. At his retirement, in 
1887, there were 26,000 volumes, besides 7,000 duplicate books 
and a vast number of pamphlets. 

In December, 1864, he obtained that invaluable assistant who 
still devotes her mind and strength to this work — Miss Mary £. 
Stone. For more than three-fourths of the half century, with the 
regularity of the heavenly bodies and the fidelity of a steadfast 
friend, she has continued to spend and be spent for her beloved 
Library, and incidentally to minister in all the related departments 
of this complex work. At present she is midway in the great task 
of cataloguing the Bishop Stubbs collection, a library in itself of 
more than 6,000 volumes. Long may her life and health be 
spared for these accurate and important labors. 
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The various benevolent societies are now comfortably housed, 
and in convenient working relations with one another. The Li- 
brary has a fine modern stack, and is constantly growing in size 
and value. Besides the lesser donations which each year brings 
to it, we are glad to call renewed attention at this time to the one 
great gift which came to us in 1899 from our beloved associate 
on the Board of Directors, Mr. S. Brainard Pratt, and which 
embraced the large collection of Bibles, and objects illustrating 
the Bible, to which he still from time to time makes welcome addi- 
tions. It is a cause of deep regret to us, no less than to Mr. Pratt, 
that increasing infirmity prevents him from helping by his bodily 
presence in the exercises of today. 

We began housekeeping in our new building with a debt of 
$212,000, the building itself having cost a little more than the 
land, viz., $325,000, and the fact is worth preserving that it was 
built for a sum somewhat less than the original estimates. Of the 
debt just mentioned $23,000 has already been paid, mainly from 
the rentals of the rooms, nearly all of which are now occupied, 
several of them by outside business parties. But if the whole 
House could be applied to its appropriate uses it is difficult to 
estimate the gain that would accrue to all Congregational work. 

We may well suppose that our far-sighted founders saw in 
vision something like the result already achieved. Their labors 
and sacrifices should inspire us to follow in their steps until the 
Congregational House is entirely freed from debt, is expanded to 
still larger proportions, and is fully occupied as the focal point for 
the varied energies of Congregationalism. 

It is easy to sail under a clear sky, with a fair wind; but 
while we admire the men of the past, who brought us through the 
period of storm and stress, let us not fail to acknowledge reverently 
that the Lord Almighty has been ever with us, and at many a 
critical point has delivered the good ship from peril of winds and 
breakers. We cannot doubt that he has good purposes to sub- 
serve by using the Association in its coming years to further the 
progress of his kingdom. Our retrospective glance over the fifty 
years should make us more meet for such a service. 
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Bunker Hill Monument Association, Charlestown .... i 

Bumham, Rrr. C. G., Chicopee a 

Burnham, Rrr. Edmund A., Stafford Springs, Ct j 

Bushnell, Rer. S. C, Arlington i 

Butler, Rev. F. E., So. Weymouth, i MS 

Buxton, Rer. Wilson R., Little Compton, R. I i 

Calkins, Rer. Raymond, Pittsfield, a MSS 

Cambridge Public library n 

Capen, Hon. Samuel B., Jamaica Plain a 

Carpenter, Rer. C. C, Andorer i 6 4 

Cate, Rev. George H., Boston 1 

Caverno, Rev. Charles, Lombard, 111. 1 1 

Chapman, Rer. E. M., St. Johnsbory, Vt 1 

Chaae, Francis N., Lowell 8 

Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, 111 1 9 

Clarke, Rer. A. T., Shelby, Ala. a 

Cleveland Public Library 5 

Clifford, George H., San Rafael, CaL 1 

Cobb, Rer. L. H., D.D., New York, N. Y 7 

Cobb, W. H., D.D., Newton Centre j » 

Coit, Rer. Joshua, Winchester, 1 MS 

Comstoek, John M., Chelsea, Vt 1 1 

Congregational Education Society, Boston 4 

Congregational Home Missionary Society, New York, N. Y. 1 is 

Congregational Union of England and Wales, London ... 1 

Congregationalist, Boston 19 69 75 

Cook, Mrs. Joseph, Ticonderoga, N. Y t 

Cousins, Rot. E. M., Thomaston, Me. 1 

Cox, W. V., Washington, D. C 1 

Crater, Rev. George W., Wheatland, Wyo 7 

Dale, Bryan, Bradford, England 1 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H 1 

Davis, Rer. O. S., Newtonville 1 

Day, Rev. Ernest E., Minneapolis, Minn a 

Day, Rer. S. Milk, Honeoye, N. Y a 

Deane, Rer. James, Northfield, N. Y. 3 

Demond, Rer. A. L., New Orleans, La. 6 

Dike, Rer. S. W., LL.D., Auburndale a 

Diocese of Massachusetts, Boston 1 

Dodge, James H., Boston 1 

Dodge, Rer. John E., W. Boylston, t MS 

Drury College, Springfield, Mo 1 

Dunnels, Rer. A. F., Fitchburg 1 

Eaton, Rev. William H., Boston 1 

Edmands, John, Philadelphia, Pa. 1 

Eells, Rer. Myron, D.D., Twana, Wn. 1 

Egleston, Rer. N. H., Boston a 

Ela, Mrs. Walter, Cambridge 1 

Essex Institute, Salem 1 

Ewing, Rer. George H., Yarmouth, t MS 

Fairbank, Rer. J. B., D.D., Jacksonville, ID. a 

Fairley, Rer. James A., Nutley, N. J. 1 

Fainnount College, Wkhiu, Kan 1 

Fairmount Park Art Association, Philadelphia, Pa a 

Field, Rev. J. R. P., Riverdale, Mo. 1 
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Fisher, Mflton M., Midway i 

General Theological Library, Boston i 

Geroold, Rev. S. L., D.D., Hollis, N. H s % 

Goodenough, Rev. G. F., Ellsworth, Ct. i 

Green, S. A., M.D., Boston 5 

Gregg, Rev. David, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y 7 

Griffis, Rer. W. K , D.D., Ithaca, N. Y 1 

Groat, Rer. Lewis, W. Brattleboro, Yt a 10 

Hand, Rer. L. S., Runnells, lo. ....... . t 

Hart, Rer. Samuel, D.D., Mlddletown, Ct 1 

Harvard University, Cambridge a 

Haesam, John T., Boston 1 3 

Hayes, L. G., Bellows Falls, Yt 1 

Hasen, Rev. Austin, Thomaston, Ct 10 

Hasen, Miss Emily, Aoburndale 10 . 

Henry, Rev. J. A., Eureka, Wn., 1 MS 

Hewitt, Rev. George R., W. Medway, 1 MS 

Hill, Rev. James L., D.D., Salem 1 46 

Hobbs, Rev. W. A., Traer, Io. a 

Hudson, Rev. D. A., Miller's River, 1 MS 

Humphrey, Rev. Robert, Mattapoisett, a MSS 

Hyde, Rev. W. De Witt, D.D., Brunswick, Me. .... 1 

International Committee of Young Men's Christian Associations t 

Ives, Rev. Joel S., Hartford, Ct 3 

James, Rev. H. P., N. Yakima, Wn a 

Jewett, Rev. H. E., Berkeley, Cal a 

Johnson, F. C, Wilkesbarre, Pa a 

Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka 3 

Kelly, Arthur W., Anbnrndale 1 

Kilbourne, Rev. J. K., Pewaokee, Wis. 1 

Kimball, James C, Providence, R. 1 1 

Lathe, Rev. H. W.| Manitoa, CoL 1 

Lee, George Herbert, Boston 1 

Lyman, Rev. Payson W., Fall River, a MSS 

McAllister, Rev. F. B., Bedford, 1 MS 

McElveen, Rev. W. T., Ph.D., Boston, 1 MS 

Macfarland, Rev. Charles S., Ph.D. , Maplewood .... 4 

Maiden Public Library 1 

Marshall, Rev. Charles P., Lawrence, 1 MS 

Martin, George W., Kansas City, Kan 1 

Mason, Rev. George L., Guildhall, Vt., 1 MS 

Massachusetts Bible Society, Boston a 

Massachusetts Board of Education, Boston 1 

Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor, Boston .... 3 

Massachusetts, Commonwealth of, Boston a 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 3 

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston .... % 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 3 a 

Massachusetts Humane Society, Boston 1 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston 1 

Mathews, Rev. S. S., Danielson, Ct 1 

Means, Rev. F. H., Windham, Ct 4 

Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vt 1 

Miner, Rev. H. A., Madison, Wis 1 

Minnesota Valley Historical Society, Morton, Minn 1 
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Morse, Rev. C. F., St Johnsbury, Vt 6 5 

Mane, Rev. Warren, Bennington, Vt, t MS 

Mount Hotyoke College, South Hadley x x 

Monger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Ct. , 4 

Murray, Mrs. George H., WoOaston a 

New England Society of New York 1 

NewUrk, Rrr. W. D., Beaufort, N. C 1 

Newton ¥nt library x 

Oberlin CoUege, Oberttn, O. 1 , 

Oeborne, Rev. C. P., Boston as 

Pdoubet, Rer. F. N., D.D., Auburndale 1 

Perkins Institution, Boaton 1 

Phillips, Rev. C. H., Jamestown, N. D. 1 

Pilgrim Press, Boston Ka 

Princeton University, Princeton, N. J 1 

Prudden, Rer. Theodore P., D.D., W. Newton 1 

Quint, Rer. John H., Falmouth, 1 MS 

Rice, Rer. C. B., D.D., Denver* 1 

Rice, Rer. Edwin W., Philadelphia, Pa. 1 

Roberta, Rer. W. H., D.D., Philadelphia, Pa a 

Robinson, Mrs. Sara T. D., Lawrence, Kan. 1 1 

Rochester Theological Seminary, Rochester, N. Y 1 

Root, Rer. E. Tallmadge, Providence, R. I a 

Ross, Rer. John A., Hampton, N. H. 1 

Saint Louis Public Library 5 

Salem Public Library 1 

Sanderson, Rer. J. P., Tensing, Mich 1 

Smith, Rer. A. D., Northboro, 1 MS 

Smith, H. Porter, Cambridge ........ 1 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C 1 

Smyth, Rer. E. C, D.D., Andover 1 

Smyth, Rer. G. Hutchinson, D.D., E. Orange, N. J. ... 1 

Sprague, Rer. F. M., Tampa, Fla. a 

Steele, Mrs. A. S., Chattanooga, Tenn t 

Stowe, Rer. C E., Bridgewater 1 

Strong, Rer. J. W., D.D., Northfield, Minn. 1 

Tarr, Rer. J. J. G., Sheldon, Vt, 1 MS 

Taylor, Rer. F. C, Weeping Water, Neb 1 

Tead, Rer. E. S., Boston, 1 MS 

Temporary Asylum, Dedham t 

Tenney, Rev. E. P., Cambridge 1 

Thomas, Rev. Reuen, D.D., Brookline, 1 MS 

Thorne, John C, Concord, N. H a 

Todd, Thomas, Concord 1 5 

Trumbull, H. Clay, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. .1 

Tuf ts College 1 1 

Tyler, A. W., Washington, D. C z 

United States Bureau of American Ethnology, Washington, D. C. . 3 3 

United States Census Office, Washington, D. C. 10 

United States Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C. a 

United States Commissioner of Education, Washington, D. C . 4 

United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. . 4 24 

United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C, 1 1 folios 31 19 

United States Department of Labor, Washington, D. C. . 8 

United States Department of State, Washington. D. C. 16 
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ACT OF INCORPORATION 

OF TUB 

Slmeritati Congregational SHjapottattmu 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-four. 

An Act to incorporate the Congregational Library Association, at Boston. 

Be U enacted by the SenaU and Houu of Representative*, th General Court assembled, and by 

the authority of the tame, at follow: 

Section i. Rufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julius A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, at 
Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating: a library of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sec a. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, n ecessa ry and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceedi n g, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid purposes. [Approved by the Gov. 
ernor, April 12, 1854.] 



Be it enacted, etc., at follows: 

Suction i. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, as 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four. 

Sec a. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
April 24, 1856.] 



Be it enacted, etc., at follow: 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorized to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sec a. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized 
to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works ; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and with 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sec 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorized to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold. 

Sec 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
M, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc., at follow I 

Section i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorised to increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sec a. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap p roved, February si, 1893.] 
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BY-LAWS. 

I. A»>it-Ai. Mnsririr. The exercises shall ba l (i) Prayer, (i) Reports of Directors and 
other officers and action thereon. ()) Election of officers. (4) And such other business u may 

II. nutrcrons. The first meeting of the Directors shall be held ba the Congregational 
House within fourteen days trorn the Annual Meeting an the all of the Secretary. 

Library Committee, each of three members, and a House Committee of five members, 10 serve 
far the year and until their successors shall be elected. The Directors shall hold regular quarterly 
meetings. Special meetings shall be called by the Secretary, upon the written or oral order of the 
Chairman, or upon the written request of three members of the Board. In the absence or in. 
ability of ihe Secretary to act, notices under this By-Law may be issued by the President The 
Finance Committee, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors, shall bave tbe control and 
disposal nf all mnneys belonging to the Association. The Library Committee, subject lo the 
approval of the Board ot Directors, shall appoint the Librarian's assistants, fix the salaries of 
the Librarian and assistants, and make such rules and regulations with reference to tbe use and 

Ihe Library. Tile Huns.. Conimillec ^hjll liayc general charge and SUpervtttOO of the CongTe- 

Klional House, including the letting and leasing thereof, and shall appoint a Custodian or 
nitor, and such other employees as they shall deem necessary, and, subject to the approval 
of the Finance Committee, shall fir the amount of their compensation and of the rentals to be 
charged to the tenants. These Committee I shall report to the Association at the Annual Meeting. 

III. Tub Luts-asta*. The Librarian, nude. Ihe direction of ihe Library Committee, sh2] 
have charge of the Library, and shall be responsible for its care, condition, and order. 



\ 



■c^\ ' 






n (V 



• <■ * 



$C jftft^jTirst Annual 
Report of t\)t IBtrectors 
of tije American Congre^ 

gational association, prtsrntrti 

iHap23t», 1904 




Report of tl)c Congregational Library 



Fifty-first Annual Report of the 
Directors of the 



*Am 



encan 



Congregational Association 



Presented May 23d, 1904 




Report 
of the Congregational Library 



American CongMgatfaaal AaocUttoa 

pttOOa 

1904 



Peter C. Jones, 
George E. Keith, 
Preston B. Keith, 
Frank N. Look, 
Arthur Lowe, 
James Logan, 
Charles H. Morgan, 
Rev. Philip Moxom, D.D., 
Francis A. Rugg, 
George H. Shaw, 
Rev. Willard Scott, D.D., 
Rev. John G. Taylor, 
Rev. F. A. Warfisld, D.D., 
Emil Weissbrod, 
Edward Whitin, 
Deacon F. A. Whitney. 

The Nominating Committee presented the following list of 
officers, who were then elected for the ensuing year: — 

President 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents 

S. B. Capen, LL.D., Boston. 
S. S. Rogers, Chicago. 

Directors 

Marquis F. Dickinson, Boston. 

Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Roxbury. 

Thomas Todd, Concord. 

William O. Blaney, Boston. 

Rev. DeWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 

William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 

Mortimer B. Mason, Boston. 

Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Danvers. 

Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D.D., Brookline. 



Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Arthur C. Farley, Auburndale. 

Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 

Rev. Edward M. Noyes, Newton Centre. 

William F. Whittemore, Boston. 

Franklin P. Shumway, Melrose. 

Alfred M. Ziegler, Roxbury. 

Arthur S. Johnson, Boston. 

D. Chauncey Brewer, Boston. 

Lewis A. Crossett, Boston. 

Timothy Smith, Roxbury. 

Jacob P. Bates, Boston. 

Sylvester B. Carter, Boston. 

A. S. Covel, Boston. 

Rev. C E. Stowe, Bridgewater. 

Samuel Usher, North Cambridge. 

A. H. Wellman, Maiden. 

Thomas Weston, Jr., Newton. 

F. O. Winslow, Norwood. 

Edwin S. Woodbury, Dorchester. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Treasurer 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Centre. 

Auditor 
Alonzo C. Tenney, Chelsea. 



Adjourned. 

Joshua Coit, 

Secretary. 



FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN CON- 
GREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION 



The year has been signalized above any other recent one by 
the loss of three faithful members of the Board of Directors : Mr. 
Studley and Mr. Pratt in the early part of the year, Dr. Horr in 
the latter part. The resolutions of the Directors, expressing their 
high regard for these brethren, are made a part of this report. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the Association was observed a 
year ago by the business meeting, at noon, in Pilgrim Hall ; by 
social receptions during the afternoon in the various rooms of the 
Congregational House ; and by a great gathering in the evening 
in Tremont Temple, where a masterly address was delivered by 
Rev. Dr. George A. Gordon. This address has been printed and 
circulated widely by the Association, and has called out hearty 
commendations from all quarters. 

A special effort has been made recently to enlist the active 
cooperation of Congregationalists, especially of leading business 
men in this vicinity, many of whom had been previously elected 
to membership, but had not qualified. The response is encourag- 
ing, though but partial as yet; seven life members have been 
added, and thirteen annual members. 

The past year has witnessed a genuine renascence of the 
Congregational spirit, at least in the churches about Boston. The 
union of three conferences brings into practical fellowship a large 
body of ministers and laymen who had long felt a common interest 
in their common work, but had seldom been brought together to 
prosecute it. The time would seem to be opportune for impress- 
ing all thoughtful members of *our denomination with the impor- 
tant, we might say the pivotal, place of this Association. While 
it is true that the polity and methods of Congregationalism are 
being subjected to a searching criticism, not only from without 
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but still more from within — a criticism which brings out the de- 
fects of the system with perfect fearlessness — it is well and wise 
to take courage by the contemplation of so substantial an asset as 
the Congregational House. 

To make the matter clearer, let us think ourselves back where 
we were within the memory of many still living. One of our mis- 
sionary societies was on Comhill, another on Chauncy Street, and 
still another in Pemberton Square. There was no headquarters, 
no centripetal attraction, no central bond of fellowship. Doubt- 
less we should all agree that it would be impracticable for the 
work of the denomination to be carried on today under those con- 
ditions. Such a bundle of separate sticks would be too easily 
broken up and destroyed, whereas the Congregational House 
holds them all together. We perceive the wisdom of our prede- 
cessors, the early members of this Association, who labored and 
sacrificed for years, in the midst of indifference and opposition, 
keeping ever before their eyes the vision of a visible Congrega- 
tional unity, till at last, in 1857, they secured a house of their own 
in Chauncy Street. Thence they moved up higher, in 1867, to 
Winter Street ; higher still, in 1873, to Beacon Street ; and twenty- 
five years later we, their successors, standing upon their shoulders, 
secured the present site, which it would be hard to improve on. 
The Congregational House is a great reservoir, into which empty 
the rills from a thousand sources of supply, and forth from which 
flow streams of blessing to the ends of the earth. It is a very 
tangible and practical department of the kingdom of God, and 
every year adds to its value. 

The question is often asked, "How is this enterprise sup- 
ported ? " and those who can answer that question in a general 
way ask more definitely, " What progress is being made ? " 

Our income is derived from rentals ; our outgoes are chiefly 
for interest, taxes, and running expenses. To parody what was 
just said, the passing years add not only to the value of the 
House, but to its valuation by the Board of Assessors. The only 
part of the property exempt from taxation is the part unrented. 
Five years ago the tax was $2,360; last year it was $5,430. 
There is, of course, a parallel increase in running expenses as 



the rooms fill up with tenants. We have just before us, also, a 
large outlay to meet in the insurance on the building, which runs 
for five years. The past year has brought certain other unusual 
expenditures, as any one will observe who examines the Treasurer's 
account However, the outlook is hopeful rather than otherwise. 
One year ago we reported a reduction of $7,000 in the debt of 
the Association, which brought it down to $189,000; this year a 
further reduction of $10,000 has been effected, and the debt now 
stands at $179,000. The reason why we could pay $3,000 more 
this year was stated at the last annual meeting ; namely, the re- 
ception of a legacy of that amount. 

It is a matter for wonder that this Association is so seldom 
the object of testamentary bequests. The past year has brought 
nothing whatever from this source ; and that is the general rule, 
with but few and small exceptions. No doubt the giving away 
of one's property in his lifetime is a good principle ; and yet we 
ought not to consider it strange that we almost never receive gifts 
from living donors. For when any one looks into the affairs of 
this institution and finds it well located, with a property worth 
at least $700,000, on which five years ago there was a debt of 
$212,000, of which $33,000 has already been paid, it is natural 
for him to turn aside to other and more urgent calls upon his 
benevolence. At first thought this would seem to be an argument 
equally valid against legacies to the Association; but the sober 
second thought is often better. Certainly the race is not yet 
extinct of those who do not give away all their property during 
their lifetime, and who desire to put the residue where it will do 
the most good ; and among these there must be many Congrega- 
tionalists. Now there could not be a more stable and permanent 
investment, which would confer greater benefit on all branches of 
Congregational work, than an investment here. As this is not 
generally understood, we must try once more to make it plain. 

To secure round numbers, let us call the debt of the Asso- 
ciation $175,000 ; on this we are paying $7,000 a year for interest 
Ordinarily the surplus of rentals above expenses is about $11,000, 
of which, according to previous arrangement, $8,000 goes to reduce 
the mortgage, and $3,000 is returned to the missionary societies 



having rooms in this building, in rebate of their rentals. Now 
suppose that during the coming year be q uests to all these societies 
are to become available to the amount of $175*000 ; ft makes no 
difference to the argument whether the legacies come from one 
estate or from fifty. If we have no way of judging of the future 
but by the past, it is somewhat optimistic to suppose that this 
entire sum will be securely invested so as to yield an annual 
income of four per cent for every one of these societies. But let 
us be optimistic to that extent ; the net result is a gift of $7,000 
each year, distributed among them alL Suppose, on the other 
hand, that $175,000 is given and bequeathed to the American 
Congregational Association. The debt is thus wiped out, and we 
own this building clear. Our income from rentals is the same as 
before, but our outgo is reduced, not simply by the $7,000 paid 
for interest, but by the $8,000 paid on the principal of the mort- 
gage; we are $15,000 a year better off. Nor is this the best of 
it. Before, we paid back $3,000 a year to the missionary socie- 
ties, but now we could pay them $3,000 plus $15,000, or $18,000 
a year. Direct bequests to their several treasuries, amounting to 
$175,000, would yield them, perhaps, but not certainly, $7,000 a 
year ; bequests of an equal sum to this Association would yield 
them $18,000 a year. It seems to be a logical conclusion, there- 
fore, that the same amount of money will go much further, and 
with much greater security, when invested in the Congregational 
House. One more step brings the argument to a climax. It is 
not at all necessary for Congregational benefactors to die in order 
to bring about this consummation. If they have $175,000 to in- 
vest in that department of the Lord's kingdom which is known as 
Congregational work, they may delight their own eyes with the 
sight of its annual fruitage, thirty, and sixty, and an hundredfold. 
We, to whom these statements are a thrice-told tale, have a 
moral obligation resting upon us, namely, to communicate the 
facts to those to whom they will have the interest of novelty. 
For several years this Association has been spending much money 
in the attempt to awaken its natural constituency by means of 
the printed page, and with practically no response. Is it not 
time to try more direct and personal methods ? Our membership 
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includes many ministers and some lawyers. Besides these, there 
are probably others of us who are occasionally consulted as to 
the wisest disposition of property. 

Now, if there be any flaw which vitiates the reasoning pre- 
sented in this report, let it be pointed out, with a view to its 
avoidance hereafter; but if the reasoning be valid, let us all 
make our membership practical and beneficial by so persuading 
those whom we can influence that in the near future this whole 
property shall be consecrated to Congregational work. 



RESOLUTIONS 

Whereas, the long and useful earthly life of our beloved and honored 
friend, Mr. S. Brainard Pratt, has been brought to a close, therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the Directors of the American Congregational Asso- 
ciation, desire to record our grateful appreciation of his deep interest in the 
work of this Association, and our gratitude for his many benefactions to its 
Library, especially for the gift of the unique and valuable collection of Bibles, 
to the gathering of which he devoted so many years of time and effort, making 
it so eminently a labor of love that it will always be inseparably associated 
with his memory. 

Resolved> That we also desire to express again our esteem and regard 
for one who, as an upright business man, a diligent scholar, a sincere friend, 
and a Christian gentleman, had won the respect and affection of all who were 
associated with him. 

Resolved^ That these resolutions be spread upon our records, and that a 
copy be sent to the family of Mr. Pratt. 

Whereas, it has pleased our Heavenly Father to take unto Himself our 
friend and fellow-servant, Rev. Elijah Hon, D.D., therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the Directors of the American Congregational Asso- 
ciation, hereby express our deep sense of personal loss in his death, and record 
our appreciation of his services to this Association. 

We have known and loved him as a friend; we have delighted in his 
genial and courteous comradeship ; we have recognized his signal ability as a 
preacher and his wide usefulness in the ministry of the gospel ; and we have 
especially valued his devotion to the wider interests of our churches as repre- 
sented by our missionary and benevolent societies, and his fidelity to the 
trusts with which they honored him. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon our records, and that a 
copy be sent to the widow of Dr. Hon*. 
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Since the last annul meeting, the American Congregational 
Association has suffered the loss of one of its most valuable mem- 
bers in the death of Edward A. Stanley, which o c mu ed on the 
first day of July, 1903. Mr. Stodley had been identified with the 
direction of oar body for almost a quarter of a ce ntury , and 
throughout this long period his service was never m—jmI but 
always faithful, wise, and effective. 

As a Director, as a m em b e r of the House Committee, as 
chairman of the Finance Conunittee and of the Executive Board, 
and then as Vice-President, his cautious but faraighted counsels 
were of the greatest benefit 

On this anniversary occasion we take pleasure in bearing 
united testimony to the fidelity and constant devotion of our 
departed ^ff ff^cfcfy . 



K«fa/, That these resolutions be spread upon ov records, and that a 
copy be sent to the family of Mr. Stodley. 



FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY 



This integral department of the Association continues to 
grow and prosper. Added last year: 1,196 books, 572 pam- 
phlets, 1,484 unbound numbers of periodicals, 49 manuscripts. 
Total in the library : 52,307 books, 50,982 pamphlets, and 46,125 
unbound numbers of periodicals. The number of manuscripts 
is not counted, owing to the practical difficulty of determining 
in many cases what constitutes a single manuscript 

The Library work is constantly increasing, and it became 
necessary in September last to add one to the Library force, 
which now consists of five. Steady progress is being made on 
the various catalogues. The old rolls in the Library, containing 
lists of members of the Association, have been revised, and the 
present residences of living members have been ascertained so 
far as possible. The present list, which includes a considerable 
proportion not yet heard from, numbers 485. 

After the death of Mr. S. Brainard Pratt, his widow sent to 
the Library several boxes of books and other articles, completing 
the noble collection of which frequent mention has been made 
in our recent reports. One of the assistants is now engaged in 
cataloguing the entire Pratt library of Bibles and objects illus- 
trating the Bible, and thus the next annual report will be able to 
make a more definite statement of its contents. 

As it is several years since a general description of the 
Congregational Library as a whole has been published, such an 
account may be of interest now. 

Although the main portion of the Library is found in the 
stack, three other rooms are occupied. Room 206 is devoted to 
portraits and other objects of antiquarian interest. Several of 
these relate to Scrooby and Austerfield, and several others to early 
Pilgrims and Puritans of Massachusetts. There are also relics 
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connected with Mather and die Edwardses, and so on down to 
the generation just passing off die stage. The colle ct ion, how- 
ever, is very meager compared with what we hope it will become 
through die hearty cooperation of oar friends. Meanwhile, 
Room 206 is serving a good pmpo s c as die fr e qu e n t head- 
quarters of various religious and philanthropic committees. 

The room numbered 207 is a large and beautiful reading 
room. Its quiet situation and ample supply of die leading peri- 
odicals, both religious and secular, make it die favorite resort of 
a growing number of readers. On the walls are portraits of many 
eminent Congregationalists : Hopkins and Emmons, Kirk and 
Lyman Beecher, Bushnell, Dexter, Quint, and others ; there ought 
to be many more. 

Room 208 is the Bible room, where are a few other portraits, 
and also Mr. Pratt's Bibles, which he gathered during a long 
period of years and presented to die Library. Besides the Bibles 
themselves, there is much illustrative material of interest to 
Sunday schools and to other students of the Word of God. 
Mr. Pratt's own practice of occasionally lending such objects to 
responsible and interested people is still followed. 

Passing to the stack, which has a capacity of about 100,000 
volumes, we notice on the right of the entrance several tiers of 
deep roller shelves, for the convenient storage and handling of 
bound volumes of newspapers. There are over 350 of these 
metallic shelves, with full files of The Boston Recorder , The Con- 
gregationalist, The Advance, etc. Near by are two ranges of 
shelves fitted with locked doors and containing the Library's 
rarest and most characteristic treasures, as the Eliot Bible, the 
Mather collection, the Brownist controversies, etc. All pains 
have been taken to secure a thoroughly fireproof construction; 
even the shelves are of rolled steel. Only the elect, who are 
known and trusted, are admitted to the recesses of the stack; 
for such there are tables where they can work with free access 
to the books. But strangers are welcomed to the reading room, 
with its 1,200 reference books, and other books are brought to 
them for consultation. 

Within the stack are four other special collections, two of 



is 

which belong to the Library, the other two are deposited. The 
most extensive and important is the American Board's mission- 
ary collection, which is known and prized by many investigators. 
It includes much that relates to its subject indirectly, as volumes 
descriptive of the various countries occupied as missionary fields, 
and the transactions of geographical and other learned bodies. 
Access to these books is obtained by application at the Rooms of 
the Board. 

The other deposit is Mr. A. W. Tyler's collection of volumes 
pertaining to the text of the New Testament, which is of great 
value in that study of the lower criticism of the Bible that forms 
the true foundation for a solid higher criticism. 

The two special collections owned by the Association are 
that of Dr. Court, representing many years of patient research 
on Roman Catholicism, especially its Jesuit phase, and Bishop 
Stubbs's peerless library of 6,000 volumes, the greater part of 
which is devoted to English history, especially to the early periods 
which he made so largely his own province. One can readily 
perceive how germane is such a collection to the original object 
of this Association, as given in its first charter, " to preserve the 
religious history and literature of New England," for New Eng- 
land strikes its roots deep into the early institutions of the mother 
country. 

It has been impossible, of course, with the limited resources 
available during these fifty years, to fill out the intent of the 
founders, or, on the other hand, to restrict the Library within its 
defined limits. During most of this period its increase has been 
almost wholly by gifts. These were naturally of various classes, 
some of which it has seemed desirable to continue and to 
strengthen. Thus, besides denominational literature, statistics, 
church history, local history, and practical theology, the Library 
makes a respectable showing in biography, genealogy, general 
history, sociology, Biblical literature, and a few other departments. 
The chief aim, indeed, is to specialize rather than to broaden its 
scope; but this is crossed by two subordinate aims, which will 
always prevent undue narrowness. One of these is our habit of 
asking and expecting the free gift of all the works of Congrega- 



tional authors ; die other is a praiseworthy desire to aid our own 
people in the researches which they have saost at heart. If we 
may venture to adapt an immortal phrase of Lincoln, this is a 
Library of Congregationalism, by C ong* e gatinnalist% and for 
Congregationalists. As such, it makes a rational appeal to the 
churches, especially for the continual bestowment of whatsoever 
tends to illustrate die life of oar local chinches. It is safe to 
predict that a hundred years hence our archives will be consulted 
most eagerly and gratefully, because they will have preserved from 
the tooth of time the records of a religions life which seemed only 
commonplace to those who lived it, bat which will appear inesti- 
mable to our successors. And then die humblest of the donors 
whose names appear at the dose of each annual report shall in no 
wise lose his reward. 



DONATIONS OF BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, AND 

MAGAZINES 



Vob. Pphs. Magi. 

Abbott, Rev. Edward, D.D., Cambridge i 

Abbott, Rev. Lyman, D.D., Corawall-oa-tha-Hadaon, N. Y. . i 

Adams, Rer. H. C, Danvers, i MS 

American Bible Society, Ntw York, N. Y is 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, 

newspapers s 7 81 786 

American Colonisation Society, Washington, D. C 3 

American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y 1 is 

American Peace Society, Boston is 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y. is 

American Snnday School Union, Philadelphia, Pa. .... 1 

Amherst College, Amherst 1 s 

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, Boston .... 3 

Anderson, Rer. Asher, Boston 4 a 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andover 1 

Bangor Public Library 1 

Bangor Theological Seminary 1 

Barker, Rev. H A., Jamaica Plain, 1 MS 

Barton, Rer. W. E., D.D., Oak Park, III 4 

Bascom, Prof. John, LL.D., Williamstown s 

Beloit College, Beloit, Wis. 1 

Benevolent Fraternity of Churches, Boston 1 

Bennington Center, Vt, First Church 1 

Board of Publication of the Reformed Church in America, New York, 

N. Y 1 

Boston, Overseers of the Poor 1 

Boston Port and Seamen's Aid Society 1 

Boston Public Library 1 is 

Boston Registry Department 3 

Boston University 1 a 

Bostonian Society 1 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me 1 1 

Bridgman, Rev. H. A., Brookline 1 

Brown, Robert, New Haven, Ct 1 

Bryant, Rev. Seelye, Middlefield, s MSS 

Buck, Miss C. S., Orland, Me. a 

Bunker Hill Monument Association, Charlestown .... 1 

Burdett, Frank W., Brookline 1 

Burling, Rev. J. P., Hawarden, Iowa x 

Burnham, Rev. C. G., Chioopee x 

Butler, Rev. Elmer W., Ormond, Fla. 1 

Cambridge Public Library 11 

Campbell, Rev. Andrew, Webster, 1 MS 
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Vols. Pphs. Mags. 

Gaylord, Rev. J. F., Worcester i 

General Theological Library, Boston i 

Gerould, Rer. S. L., D.D., Hollis, N. H 3 

Gerrie, Rev. John P., Watford, Ont s 

Gordon, Rev. George A., D.D., Boston i 

Green, Rer. George E., Fort Pierre, S. D a i 

Green, S. A., M.D., Boston ......... a 3 9 

Gregg, Rev. J. £., Phtsfield, 1 MS. . 

Griffis, Rev. W. £., D.D., Ithaca, N. Y a 

Hall, Rev. John C, Sturbridge, 1 MS 

Harlow, Rev. R. K., Med way a 

Hart, Rev. Samuel, D.D., Middletown, Ct 1 

Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Ct 1 

Harvard University, Cambridge a 

Hayward, Rev. C. E., Putney, Vt., 1 MS 

Heaselgrave, Rev. C. £.. Chatham, N. J 1 

Hill, Charles L., Rosendale, Wis a 

HUler, Rev. C. O. P., Westford, 1 MS 

Hitchcock, Edward, M.D., Amherst 1 

Hobart, Mrs. C. F., Springfield 4 3 

Hood, Rev. E. Lyman, Jacksonville, Fla. 1 

Hoskier, Herman C, London 1 

Houghton, Rev. Ross C, D.D., Maiden, 1 MS 

Hungerford, Rev. Edward, Burlington, Vt. 3 

Huse, Isaac, Jr., Manchester, N. H 1 

Ide, Mrs. George H., Newport, Vt 1 

International Committee of Young Men's Christian Associations, 

New York, N. Y a 

Interstate Commerce Commission, Washington, D. C. a 

Ives, Rev. Joel S., Hartford, Ct 1 

James, Rev. H. P., No. Yakima, Wn 

Jefferson, Rev. C. E., D.D., New York, N. Y 1 

Jersey City Public Library 

Jewett, Rev. H. E., Berkeley, CaL 

Kelly, Arthur P., Auburndale 1 

Kenngott, Rev. George T., Lowell, 1 MS 

King, Henry F., Tiverton, R. I 

Kingman, Mrs. Bradford ai 

Kingsbury, Rev. J. D., D.D., Salt Lake City, Utah .... 

Lake Mohonk Arbitration Conference 1 

Landers, Rev. W. P., Sutton, 1 MS 

Leonard, Miss Mary, Rochester 

Lufburrow, Miss Anna C, Asbury Park, N. J 

Lummis, Frank G, Chaplin, Ct, 1 MS 

Lusty, Rev. George, La Follette, Tenn 1 

Lyon, Rev. C. C, Canterbury, Ct 

Macfarland, Rev. C. S., Ph.D., Maplewood 1 

McKenzie, Rev. Alexander, D.D., Cambridge 1 

McKnight, Rev. J. A., Dracut, 1 MS 

Maiden Public Library 

Manchester, N. H., First Congregational Church .... 1 

Martyn, Rev. William A., Boxboro, 1 MS 

Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor, Boston .... 
Massachusetts, Commonwealth of 3 
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Massachusetts Historical Society i 

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston .... i 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston s 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston i 

Merriam, Rev. F. N. ( Turner's Falls, i MS 

Merrick, Rev. F. W., Ph.D., West Rozbary i 

Merrill, Rev. C. C, North Winchendon, i MS 

Mevis, Rev. Lyman, Worcester, i MS. 

Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vl i 

Mitchell, Rev. J. Lee, Attleboro, i MS 

Moore, Rev. G. P., Romeo, Mich., a MSS a 

Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley i 

Monger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Ct a 

Nash, Prof. C. S., Berkeley, Cal a 

National Sound Money League, New York, N. Y i 

Newcomb, Rev. F. L., San Juan, Cal. i 

New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston .... i 

New Hampshire State Library, Concord i 

New York State Library, Albany 6 6 

Oberlin College, OberUn, Ohio i a 

Osborn, Leonard, Greenville, Mich. a 

Osborne, Rev. C. P., Cambridge 5 1 

Owen, Rev. George W., Lynn, 1 MS 

Palmer, Rev. E. B., D.D., Winchester 1 17 

Patterson, Rev. S. C, Petaluma, Cal a 

Peloubet, Rev. F. N., D.D., Auburndale a 

Portland, Me., State Street Church 1 

Powelson, Rev. A. P., Tacoma, Wn., 1 MS 

Rankin, Rev. I. O., Boston 7 

Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence a a 

Roberts, Rev. W. H., D.D., Philadelphia, Pa a 

Robinson, Charles F., Clinton, Ct. a 

Rogers, M. P., W. Cornwall, Ct a 

Rollins, Mrs. EUen A., Contoocook, N. H. a 

Rollins, Rev. Walter H., Wilmington, 1 MS 

Roy, Rev. J. E., D.D., Chicago, 111 1 

Salem Public Library 1 

Sanderson, Rev. J. P., Lansing, Mich 1 

Sargent, Rev. S. H., Sharon, Vt a 

Scales, John, Dover, N. H 1 

Scott, W. D., Ottawa, Can 1 

Smith, Charles R., Menasha, Wis 1 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C 3 

Snow, Rev. W. A., Minneapolis, Minn., 1 MS 

Stearns, Rev. George W., Middleboro, 1 MS 

Strong, Rev. J. W., D.D., Northfield, Minn 

Swartz, Rev. H. F., East Cleveland, O 

Taggart, Rev. G. A., Rainier, Wn., 1 MS 

Tappan, Eugene, Sharon 

Taylor, F. C, Weeping Water, Neb 

Temporary Asylum, Dedham 

Todd, Rev. A. G., Worcester, 1 MS 

Todd, Thomas, Concord 1 

Trinity College, Hartford, Ct 
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Vols. Ppfas. Mags. 

Tofts College i i 

Tyler, A. W., Washington, D. C i 

Union Theological Seminary, New York, N. Y i 

United States Bureau of American Ethnology, Washington, D. C. . s 

United States Commissioner of Education, Washington, D. C. . i 

United States Department of Commerce and Labor, Washington, 

D. C 14 a 

United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C, 17 

folios »7 si 

United States Department of State, Washington, D. C 3 

United State* Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. . s 

United States War Department, Washington, D. C 1 

University of Colorado, Boulder 1 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 1 

University of Rochester, New York 1 1 

University of Vermont, Burlington s 

Waldron, Rev. D. W., Boston 2$ as 

Walker, Rev. A. S., D.D., Henniker, N. H 1 

Walker, Rev. John J., Westboro, a MSS 

Wallace, Rev. R. W., Somerville, 1 MS 

Warner, Rev. A. C, Green River, Wyo a 

Washburn College, Topeka, Kan 1 

Washington Public Library, D. C 1 

Waterman, Rev. A. T., Washington, D. C 6 

Watson, Rev. William H., Red Lodge, Mont ■ 

Webster, Rev. E. C, Jamaica Plain 4 1 

Wellesley College a 

Wesleyan University, Middle town, Ct 1 1 

White, Miss E. E., Cambridge 1 1 

White, MUs Lucy, Cambridge 1 

White, Rev I. C, Plymouth 

Whittlesey, Rev. E., LL.D., Washington, D. C 

Williams College, Wllliarastown 

Wilson, Butler R., Boston 

Winship, Rev. A. E., and Wallace, Rev. R. W., Somerville 

Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison 

Woman's Board of Missions, Boston s 6 is 

Woman's Home Missionary Association, Boston .... s 

Wyoming Commemorative Association, Wilkesbarre, Pa. ... 1 

Yale University, New Haven, Ct. j 

Yankton College, S. D 1 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 

OF Til 

American Congregational 9fi*#otiatiom 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
In the Year One Thousand Bight Hundred and Fifty/our. 
Am Act to incorporate the Congregational library Association, at 



Be B enacted by the Senate and House of Refr*\*nt*Hw*\, im Genera/ Court mmumWed, mmd by 
the authority of the same, as follows: 

Section 1. Rufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julias A. Palmer, their associates and soo> 
i, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, at 



Boston, for the purpose of establishing and p erpet u ating a Horary of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable buUdtng for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privilege*, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and nihilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sac s. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 



purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to toe aforesaid purpo s u s. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April is, 1854.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The Congregational library Association, at Boston, la hereby authorised to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount off one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in —UMip 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorised by law to bold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said cot pot a tion, as 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four. 

Sec a. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the G o vernor , 
April 34, 1856.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorized to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sec. a. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorised 
to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works ; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and with 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sec 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorised to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold 

Sec. a. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
14, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorized to increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sec. a. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February ax, 1893.] 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. The name of this body shall be the American Congregational Association. 

Art. II. The object of this Association shall be to secure the maintenance, in the city of 
Boston, of a Congregational House, for the meetings of the body, the accommodation of its 
library, and for the furtherance of its general purposes ; to found and perpetuate a library of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of the past ; and to do what- 
ever else — within the limits of its charter — shall serve to illustrate Congregational history, and 
promote the general interests of the Congregational churches. 

Art. III. This Association shall be composed of Orthodox Congregationalists, who, having 
been nominated by the Board of Directors, shall have been admitted to membership by ballot a? 
any annual meeting, by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, on signing the 
Constitution or otherwise accepting membership in writing. There shall be two classes of mem* 
bership, Life and Annual. Annual members shall pay an annual assessment of one dollar each, 
payable on the first day of May ; and any one neglecting to pay the annual assessment for a 
period of three months shall cease to be a member. 

The payment of ten dollars at any one time by any member shall constitute him a Life mem- 
ber, and he shall thereafter be exempt from the annual assessment. All moneys received under 
the provisions of this Article shall be applied exclusively to the increase of the library. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Association — who shall be chosen by ballot from its members 
at the annual meeting, and who shall serve for the year, and until their successors be chosen — 
shall be a President; two Vice-Presidents; a Corresponding and Recording Secretary — who 
shall be sworn to the faithfulperformance of his dutie*, and also act as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors; a Librarian; a Treasurer; an Assistant Treasurer; and an Auditor— all of whom 
shall perform the duties usual to their offices — and a Board of Directors consisting of thirty 
members, of which the Secretary and Treasurer shall be members ex officio. Ten members of 
the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Should any vacancy occur 
in the list of officers and Directors at any time during the year, either by failure to elect or by 
reason of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directors may fill the vacancy by ballot at any 
meeting called for the purpose. 

Art. V. The annual meeting for the choice of officers, and for other business appropriate to 
such meetings, shall be held in Boston on the fourth Monday, or on such other day in May as the 
Directors may determine. The Secretary shall call special meetings whenever ordered by 
President, either orally or in writing, so to do, or at the written request of ten members of 
the Association, or whenever directed by vote of the Board of Directors. The annual and all 
special meetings shall be called by published notice in the Orthodox Congregational weekly 
newspapers of Boston, at least one week before the meeting, or by such other method as the 
Board of Directors may deem proper. All calls for special meetings of the Association shall state 
the specific object of such meetings, and no other business than that for which a special meeting 
was called shall be considered or transacted at any such meeting. In the absence or inability of 
the Secretary to act, notices under this article may be issued by the President. Twenty members 
shall be necessary to a quorum at any meeting. 

Art. VI. This Constitution may be altered at any annual meeting by a vote of two thirds 
of the members present, public notice having been given of the nature of the proposed alteration 
in the call for the meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. Annual Meeting. The exercises shall be : (i) Prayer. (2) Reports of Directors and 
other officers and action thereon. (3) Election of officers. (4) And such other business as may 
legally come before the meeting. 

II. Directors. The first meeting of the Directors shall be held in the Congregational 
House within fourteen days from the Annual Meeting on the call of the Secretary. 

At this meeting they shall choose by ballot a Chairman and a Finance Committee and a 
Library Committee, each of three members, and a House Committee of five members, to serve 
for the year and until their successors shall be elected. The Directors shall hold regular quarterly 
meetings. Special meetings shall be called by the Secretary, upon the written or oral order of the 
Chairman, or upon the written request of three members of the Board. In the absence or in- 
ability of the Secretary to act, notices under this By-Law may be issued bv the President. The 
Finance Committee, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors, shall have the control and 
disposal of all moneys belonging to the Association. The Library Committee, subject to the 
approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint the Librarian's assistants, fix the salaries of 
the Librarian and assistants, and make such rules and regulations with reference to the use and 
care of the Library as they may deem proper, and shall have general charge and supervision of 
the Library. The House Committee shall have general charge and supervision of the Congre- 

fational House, including the letting and leasing thereof, and shall appoint a Custodian or 
anitor, and such other employees as they shall deem necessary, and, subject to the approval 
of the Finance Committee, shall fix the amount of their compensation and of the rentals to be 
charged to the tenants. These Committees shall report to the Association at the Annual Meeting. 

III. The Librarian. The Librarian, under the direction of the Library Committee, shall 
have charge of the Library, and shall be responsible for its care, condition, and order. 

IV. Amendments to By-Laws. These By-Laws may be amended at any annual meeting 
of the Association by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 
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The American Congregational Association 



BUSINESS MEETING 

The Fifty-second Annual Meeting of the American Congre- 
gational Association was held in Pilgrim Hall on Monday, May 22, 
1905, at 12 m. 

President W. O. Blaney took the chair. Rev. Dr. Hamilton 
led in prayer. The records of the last meeting were read and 
approved. 

Rev. Dr. Cobb read the Directors' report and the report of 
the Library. These reports were accepted and ordered printed. 
The Treasurer, Augustus S. Lovett, read his report and the 
Secretary read the Auditor's report Both were accepted and 
ordered printed. 

The following persons nominated by the Directors were 
elected members of the Association: — 

Rev. Daniel Merriman, 
Edward B. Bayley, 
J. Wells Morss, 
R. H. Stearns, Jr. 
Rev. A. P. Fitch, 
David R. Craig, 
W. L. McKee, 
Rev. J. H. Denison, 
Rev. E. P. Drew, 
Rev. C. H. Hawkins, 
Clarence T. Mooar, 
Rev. W. H. Spence. 

The Nominating Committee then nominated the following 
list of officers for the ensuing year: — 

President 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 



S. B. Capen, LL.D., Boston. 
S. S. Rogers, Chicago. 

Director! 
Marquis F. Dickinson, Boston. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 
Rzv. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Roxbury. 
Thomas Todd, Concord. 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 
Rev. DkWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 
William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 
Mortimer B. Mason, Boston. 
Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Danvers. 
Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D.D.. Brookline. 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 
Arthur C. Farley, Auburndale. 
Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 
Rev. Edward M. Notes, Newton Center. 
Franklin P. Shumway, Melrose. 
Alfred M. Ziegler, Roxbury. 
Arthur S. Johnson, Boston. 
D. Chauncey Brewer, Boston. 
Lewis A. Crossett, Boston. 
Timothy Smith, Roxbury. 
Jacob P. Bates, Boston. 
Sylvester B. Carter, Boston. 
A. S. Covel, Boston. 
Rev. C. E. Stowe, Bridge water. 
Samuel Usher, North Cambridge. 
A. H. Wellman, Maiden. 
Thomas Weston, Jr., Newton. 
F. O. Winslow, Norwood. 
Edwin S. Woodbury, Dorchester. 
Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., South Framinghai 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 



Treasurer 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Center. 

Auditor 
Alonzo C. Tknney, Chelsea. 

These persons were duly elected to the respective offices for 
which they were nominated. 

Thomas Todd, Esq., administered the oath to Joshua Coit, 

that he would faithfully discharge the duties of Corresponding 

and Recording Secretary. 

Adjourned. 

Joshua Coit, 

Secretary. 



FIFTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN CON- 
GREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION 



It is very seldom that we have met at our anniversary as we 
meet today, with no break for a twelvemonth in the ranks of those 
who direct the interests of this Association. Our heartfelt grati- 
tude is due and is rendered unto the great Preserver, in whose 
name this building was dedicated to its varied work. 

We have another special cause for gratitude, in that the 
sudden fears were so quickly dispelled which visited some of us 
on the morning of the nth of February. At an early hour the 
daily papers announced a serious fire in the Congregational House, 
with conflicting statements as to the damage it had wrought. 
Could it be that our deep-laid plans for a fireproof building were 
to be mocked, our security to prove a delusion? Behold, how 
great a matter a little wire kindleth I But security soon returned 
and rested on an improved basis, for the fireproof construction 
stood the test, even in the extreme case when a room was entirely 
gutted. The one thing that had been overlooked — the little rift 
within the lute — was readily detected and made safe for the 
future; and additional precautions were devised and executed, 
which will be mentioned in the report of the Library. 

It is a pleasure to speak of the ready courtesy and honorable 
dealing of the various insurance companies upon whom this loss 
was assessed. The total amount agreed upon by the referees was 
something over $13,000, and this entire sum was paid into the 
treasury of the Association before a dollar of the outlay for repairs 
had been called for; a fact which explains the unusual size of the 
balance on hand. We desire to express our appreciation also of 
the very satisfactory nature of these repairs, executed rapidly but 
thoroughly, in continual harmony with the wishes of your officers, 
and resulting in a Congregational House more seemly and secure 
than ever before. And while the matter of acknowledgments is 
in order, it may not be amiss for the Directors, as a whole, to 

7 



8 

remind the Association of the free and inestimable services ren- 
dered, not only in times of exigency, but year in and year oat by 
some of its own officials, with no thought of reward and no motive 
save a love for the common cause. Throughout the more than 
fifty years of its history the Association has never suffered for 
lack of such high and faithful devotion. 

One would think it easy, in view of this history, to impress 
the idea and the scope of the Congregational House upon the 
multitude of men and women who are united with us in the Con- 
gregational body, numbered as they are by hundreds of thousands, 
and everywhere reckoned among the foremost Christians in point 
of intelligence, benevolence, and practical wisdom. But the aver- 
age man, even though a Congregationalism confines himself to a 
certain round of beliefs and practices, and whenever goaded by 
an unaccustomed idea he kicks desperately against the pricks, 
declaring (unlike the Athenians) that he has no time to hear of 
a new thing. Our half century of history passes by him as the 
idle wind which he regards not He understands what the Home 
Missionary Society is for and the Sunday School and Publishing 
Society, for their very names interpret them ; he knows the Amer- 
ican Board, for the newspapers keep it freshly in mind; but if 
ever he meets the mysterious letters A. C A., he asks what they 
stand for, and on being told he asks what the Association stands 
for. It behooves us still, therefore, to let our light shine, in 
confident hope that the darkness will eventually yield before it 

What the band is to the bundle of sticks, what the keystone 
is to the arch, that our Association is to the Congregational 
societies, so far as they operate from Boston. It would justify 
its existence and have a fair claim upon the denomination if it 
did nothing more than furnish a comfortable home for these 
various enterprises. But it has a higher function. It is the 
visible symbol of their unity, and a tangible help to the realizing 
of that unity. No polity needs so much as our own the cen- 
tralizing tendency to balance the equally normal and regulative 
principle of independence. Imitation is the sincerest flattery, 
and our Baptist friends are just now erecting near us a solid and 
commodious structure to further some of the aims for which this 
building stands. Now and then, it is true, we hear a note of 
warning, as it used to sound from an eminent theological pro- 



lessor but lately gathered to his fathers, to the effect that the 
existence of the Congregational House is inconsistent with the 
democratic nature of Congregationalism, and that it is in danger 
of leading to a centralized authority. Such objections are purely 
theoretical, as every one knows who takes pains to inquire into 
the practical nature of our affiliation. We are many members of 
one body, but the Lord above is our only Master. Neither the 
National Council nor the Publishing Society nor the Congrega- 
tionalist would ever dare attempt to lord it over the brethren ; 
and as for the Congregational Library, it is an open court for 
all manner of parties, doxies, and theories. The nearest approach 
to a head in the whole building is its efficient superintendent, who 
never meddles with theology. 

So much for the negative side of the question ; but on the 
positive side the benefits of associated action are immense, and 
are constantly accruing. We support one another shoulder to 
shoulder, instead of being scattered all over Boston, each running 
his own train in the old-time confusion. The spirit of comrade- 
ship is fostered, the harmony of all our missionary movements is 
promoted, by this close and constant touch. Forth from the cen- 
tral fountain go constant streams of blessing to the waste places 
in our own land and to the four quarters of the earth. Now that 
discussion of the Congregational polity is fresh and insistent, we 
can well point with no unworthy pride to our model House, over 
whose portal might be inscribed the motto of the Evangelical 
Alliance: "In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty; in all 
things, charity." 

The Association has come to the close of a prosperous year. 
Slowly but steadily the debt on the House is being extinguished. 
Seven thousand dollars was paid during the year, reducing our 
obligations from $179,000 to $172,000. For the greater part of 
the time, the rooms have all been rented ; this is the first year in 
which that has been true. At the dedication of the House, in 1898, 
three remarkably accurate predictions were made by the chairman 
of the Building Committee, Mr. Emerson. One was as follows : 
"It is expected that the entire rental when all the building is 
occupied will be very nearly, if not fully, $50,000." The actual 
amount this year is $49,297.56. Another forecast was this : "We 
have paid on account of the new building $309,176.43, and I 



estimate that an additional sum of $15,000 will more than cover 
the remaining indebtedness." So it did cover it, with less than 
$400 to spare. The third prophecy n» thos: tt We hare bor- 
rowed of the Provident Institution far Savings $205,000, and it 
will probably be necessary to borrow £5*000 to $10,000 more. 9 ' 
As a matter of fact, $7,000 was b orr o w ed , making $212,000 in 
all, of which just $40,000 has already been paid. 

It cannot be denied, however, that tfie debt ought to be paid 
faster, and that the happy day when the Association will own 
the Congregational House in fee simple, and when our missionary 
societies, with no charge for rentals, will have ample space for 
their enlarging work, ought not to be postponed to another gen- 
eration. Of course it is not desirable that these societies plus 
the Library should occupy the whole building gratis; that would 
be to kill the goose that lays the golden egg. We need an as- 
sured income for general expenses; for example, taxes are con- 
stantly growing, and although the sUktesl economy is practiced 
in the Superintendent's department, the Treasurer's report shows 
each year that over $10,000 is required for salaries and wages 
of employees, without including the Library. Even should the 
mortgage be lifted at once by a supreme effort, it would be neces- 
sary, with the present capacity of the building, to rent three or 
more floors to outside parties, and there remains the prospect of 
enlarging the House in the not distant future. The mortgage has 
two more years to run, within which time it ought to be possible 
to arouse the denomination to cooperate heartily in an enterprise 
which has so plain a bearing on the welfare of all our benevolent 
causes. That bearing has often been shown in these reports. 
The statement has never been disproved nor even challenged that 
a gift or bequest, if made to this Association, will produce a much 
larger income for the affiliated societies than if made directly to 
them all. It need only be added that when the time comes for 
the enlargement of the Congregational House we shall be in the 
best position to carry out the new work, if our shoulders are 
relieved from the weight of the present incumbrance. 

As we face the problems of the future we need a fresh 
endowment of the faith which is vision and the courage which 
is enterprise, that we may go from strength to strength, and bear 
our part in the great work of the kingdom. 



FIFTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY 



The growth during the past year has been normal, with no 
extraordinary features. There were added 748 books, 517 pam- 
phlets, 45 manuscripts, 818 unbound numbers of periodicals. 
Total in the library: 53,055 books, 51,499 pamphlets, 46,943 
periodicals. It would be easy, with the same expenditure, to 
accelerate this growth and make a larger showing; but bigness 
is not greatness, and quality is of more importance than quantity. 

The high esteem in which this collection is held was strik- 
ingly apparent at the time of the recent fire. We were beset 
at once with eager inquiries from without as well as within the 
House, sometimes from strangers, but all to the same purport, 
namely, that the central point of anxiety was just here, because 
other things could be replaced, whereas the Congregational Li- 
brary could not. The providential escape of these cherished 
volumes from all harm did not prevent the officers of the Asso- 
ciation from reflecting on what might have been, and from 
guarding against a repetition of the danger. When the build- 
ing was constructed a series of staples was inserted in the outer 
walls for hanging fireproof shutters to the Library windows, but 
by an oversight most of the shutters themselves had never been 
provided. Furthermore, while a fireproof partition separated the 
stack from the reading room, the doors in this partition were of 
wood. Inner metallic doors have now been attached to these, 
and all the Library windows, except those looking out on the 
Granary Burying Ground, have been furnished with fireproof 
shutters, which are closed every night. We may reasonably 
hope, therefore, that the Library stack, since its entire construc- 
tion is incombustible, has now been converted into an immense 
safe, which would protect its contents in the event of an outside 
conflagration ; but we also fervently hope that the test will never 
be applied. 

Recent accessions to the Library by purchase include the 
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natural constituency, but with similar results. Although it may 
be that the Association must continue to consist of but a few 
members, it behooves us to administer its affairs in the interest 
of the whole denomination. 

The use of the Library by students of the Bible and of 
Christian missions has been noticeably growing of late. Mem- 
bers of other denominations as well as our own are often in the 
reading room for these purposes, and are always welcome. 

Since the last anniversary our first assistant, Miss Stone, has 
rounded out eighty years of her life and forty years of her con- 
nection with this Library — years full of faithful and invaluable 
labor. The Librarian makes grateful mention of the high quality 
of service rendered by the whole staff of assistants. Besides the 
routine duties which go on at all times, the special work of each 
one during the year past is worthy of mention. 

Miss Stone is just now completing a catalogue of the great 
library of Bishop Stubbs, which forms an integral part of the 
Congregational Library, and numbers more than 6,000 volumes ; 
it has been described in previous reports. 

Miss White also has nearly completed a catalogue of the 
Bibles and works illustrating the Bible, presented by our lamented 
associate, Mr. S. Brainard Pratt, which contains more than 400 
books, besides a multitude of objects not in book form. 

Miss Cobb has made the revision of membership rolls above 
referred to, has put into orderly shape the letters and papers of 
the Library, and has aided materially in the general classification 
of the books. 

Mr. Jackson has been very efficient in the mechanical work 
of the Library; for example, in stamping, numbering, shelving, 
cleaning, and repairing the books. It will be a satisfaction to all 
who use the beautiful Bible room that hereafter its treasures can 
be located quickly and definitely by means of the new catalogue. 
Thus far the majority of visitors have simply strolled through the 
collection to gratify a momentary curiosity; henceforth it is to 
be hoped that many will come into closer acquaintance with its 
contents. In the intent of its founder, this Biblearium is not 
designed primarily for Biblical scholars in the narrower sense, 
though these, too, will find valuable material here. But the col- 
lection is illustrative rather than critical ; it is the fruit of a labor 
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Alcott, Rer. William P., Boxford 

Allen, Rer. Ernest B., Toledo, O 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y 

American Board of Commiationera for Foreign Missions, Boston, 

newspapers 

American Colonisation Society, Washington, D. C 

American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y 

American Peace Society, Boston 

American Seaman's Friend Society, New York, N. Y. ... 
American Sunday School Union, Philadelphia, Pa. .... 

American Tract Society, New York, N. Y 

American Unitarian Association, Boston 

Amherst College, Amherst 

Anderson, Rer. Asher 

Andorer Theological Seminary, Andorer 

Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y 

Bailey, Rer. Henry L., Longmeadow 

Barker, Rer. Herbert A., Jamaica Plain, 1 MS 

Beals, Rer. Charles E., Cambridge, 1 MS 

Beloit College, Beloit, Wis 1 

Board of Publication of the Reformed Church in America, New York, 

N. Y 1 

Boston Cemetery Department 1 

Boston Port and Seaman's Aid Society 1 

Boston Public Library 1 12 

Boston Unirersity 1 1 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me. 1 3 

Brainerd, William H., Boston 1 

Brooks, Mrs. G. Wolcott, Dorchester 4 

Brown Unirersity, Proridence, R. 1 1 

Bunker Hill Monument Association, Charlestown .... 1 

Butler, Rer. Edward P., Sunderland, 1 MS 1 

Butler, Rer. Elmer W., Ormond, Fla 1 

Cambridge Public Library 1 

Carpenter, Rer. Charles C, Andorer 4 

Chapman, Rer. Edward M., St. Johnsbury, Vt 1 

Chase, Rer. Edward A., Wollaston, 1 MS 

Chase, Francis N., Lowell 2 

Chicago, New England Church 1 

Chicago Theological Seminary 2 

Clapp, George L., South Framingham 2 

dark, Rer. Francis E., Auburndale 1 

Clark, Rer. William C, Lyndon, Vt., 1 MS 

Clarke, Rer. AlmonT., Fort Payne, Ala 1 

Cobb, Rer. Edward S., Niigata, Japan 1 

Cobb, Rer. William H., Newton Center 1 5 

Cochrane, Rer. Robert H., Weymouth, 1 MS. ..... 1 

IS 
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International Committee of Young Men's Christian Associations, 

New York, N. Y 2 

Interstate Commerce Commission, Washington, D. C. ... 1 

Ireland, Rev. William F., West Groton, N. Y 2 

Jackson, Rev. George A., Swampscott 1 

James, Rev. Horace P., No. Yakima, Wn 2 

Janes, Rev. George M., Becket 1 

Jefferson, Rev. Charles E., New York, N. Y 1 1 

Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kan 2 

Kelly, Arthur W., Auburndale 1 2 

Kelsey, Rev. William S., Boston 2 

Kerans, Mrs. Hattie A., Alma, Kan 1 

Kilbon, Rev. John L., Springfield, 1 MS 1 

Kimball, E. D., Wichita, Kan 4 

Lake Mohonk Arbitration Conference 1 

Landers, Rev. Warren P., Sutton 1 

Life, R. H.,Haydenville, IMS 

Lloyd, Rev. William A., Chicago 1 

Lyon, Rev. Clarence C, Canterbury, Conn 6 

McClelland, Rev. T. Calvin, Newport, R. 1 2 

McKennie, J. J., Lynn, 1 MS 

McKenzie, Rev. Alexander, Cambridge 2 

Manchester, Rev. L. E., Lowell 4 

Marietta College, Marietta, 1 

Massachusetts Bible Society, Boston 3 

Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor, Boston .... 2 6 

Massachusetts, Commonwealth of 2 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 2 

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston .... 2 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Boston 1 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston 1 

Mead, Edwin D., Boston 8 

Meek, Rev. Stafford W., Yorkville, 111 1 

Mercantile Library, New York, N. Y 1 

Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vt 1 

Miller, Rev. William S. A., E. Bridgewater, 1 MS 

Miner, Rev. Henry A., Madison, Wis 2 

Missouri World's Pair Committee, St. Louis, Mo 1 

Mix, Rev. Eldridge, Worcester, 1 MS 

Morley, Rev. John H., Fargo, N. Dak 1 

Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley 1 

Munger, Rev. Theodore T., New Haven, Conn 1 

New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston .... 1 

New England Society, New York, N. Y 2 

Newton Theological Institution, Newton Center 1 

New York Public Library, New York, N. Y 1 

Noyes, Rev. Henry H., Island Falls, Me., 1 MS 

Oberlin College, Oberlin, 2 

Osborne, Rev. Cyrus P., Cambridge 10 

Partridge, George F., Jamaica Plain 14 

Peloubet, Rev. Francis N., Auburndale 3 

Perry, Clarence H., Stockbridge, 1 MS 

Phillips, Rev. Charles H., Jamestown, N. Dak 2 

Pierson, Rev. Isaac, Wellesley Hills 110 

Pilgrim Press, Boston 26 

Portland, Me., State Street Church 1 

Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pa 80 

Princeton University, Princeton, N. J . . 2 
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ProvMaoct, R. I., Caotral Oaaub 1 

lUdwood Library, Bfawport ( R« «•••••■••• 1 

Robots, William H. f PUbddpbb, Pb. S 

Robtoaoa, IUt. Edward A., Magta « 

Rochttter Thtologkal flwufmiy, RochtaUr, M. Y 1 

RoUIm, Rav.WaltarH.,WU»»gtea,2M88. 

RoUUm Collsgs, Whiter Park, Fla. 1 

Rotch, Rav. Calab L., Moomoaib, Ma., 1 M8 

Kutaa, Charlaa A., Brookttaa 1 

Rutea, Ra*. rrtdtrkk N., Wraotham 1 

Bandatvoa, R«y. John P.,Lantinf, Mkh. 1 1 

Rcntt, Mre. O, R. W. f Ntwtos ........ 1 

Ikuddar, Rtv. Donnai, Honolulu, H. 1 1 

Itaabory, Rtv. Joatph B., Natdham 1 

Smart, Rtv. I. Chlpman, Plttefiald 1 

Hmlky,CharUtW.,WMhlnftoo, D. C. 1 

Smith, N.B..Pulaakl,N.Y 1 

Smith, Rav. William, Wakaman,0 1 

Nmllh Collaft, Northampton 1 

Smlthaoalao Institution, Washington, D. C 1 

Nteamt, Rav. (teorflt W M MUklkboro, 1 MS. 

*tav*M, Rtv. Portland E., WUsaot, Mich 2. 

Slital. Rav. William D„ White Plaint, M. Y 2 

StnmacK Mia., Mitkdatphia, Ph. 14 2 

Swarte, Rav. Harman P., E. Oavalaad, O. 2 

Tnfhw, r. C. Watpiaf Water, Nab. S 

T*yfot,Rav* John P., Andovar 1 

Ttmprttary Aaylom lor IHatbaiftd Ftmala Priaoaara, Dadbam . 1 

Thi**aahm, l\ma M Viral Chare* 2 

t1h«i«ka, ,U4m CvVncord* N. H. 2 

TfcitUi R#*. I Rralaard, Lakaatar, 1 MS. 

1\*M> Wi,mt< Cwwrd 1 2 

huutv v\v)W«+, tU«h*xi t Co*a 1 

INttuiVUtjr* 1 1 

I'm,* 11w^a*k>*1 S*«*marr. NtwYotk. N.Y 1 

V*tfe»t Saw <tf \>n«n*» Kadeaivr, Be at o n 1 

^>m*n* Matt* ****** .M Awwraaa tilhaolojor W aahte ftoa, D. C 3 

V mrvsl Suit* vVmatvifMo** ot Vdooackw. Waahinftoa. D. C. . 1 

V ft*«*A Sun* \V*mm«i»kmm4 4a tattvnal Rawmne* Waahiaftoa, D. C, 1 

V '^ivst Nhm \ Vy*«ww*< *i v\spMaww and LaSnr. Waahiaftoa , D. C, 4 2 
V*,*^ Smwi lV|*wn»+*( ,4 tto Inftror. Wjtfhaaftda. D.C.ttiottoa, 96 32 
I '*<**! xh*m \Nv*w\ lVf*it»w*v Waahsafft*, D. C, ... 1 

l"*lW4»«\\ %>( \NO.v*A»\ ^» 1Aw » 1 

V Vt*v»«. v \ «*4 X*^»> ^ »». Aa* Ki\« 1 

V*«>v*».\> ,m» yw»V'N^^ t%*WAi»^baa 1 

\ \m>v*«*v> *** \ wa^ > ^ oi ^ ^w 1 

\ ** K****..'.%*» >*.« * ;< Om******* 1 

W *v*a \<k».4<* V \Vsw n>\> \\v 7 2 

* *>*n* k^ ;\**s* v* *.**.'• u 

\\ «.«,*• *>„* W '..:.*- K £4* '.wvfe* >ft^K . . . 1 

>fc ,*>, \«» X ■•»>%» *^> V'vUlHV«it 0,MOV 1 

^^. V**» V«»-m * xOM.V'st'v * 1 

*.*■ ?S^v x%a-4^ V. yw- ^ <iM».Xv * *. 2 
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Whittlesey, Rev. Eliphalet, Washington, D. C 
Willcox, Rer. William H., Maiden 
Williams College, Williamstown 
Wisconsin State Historical Society, Madison 

Wobnrn Public Library 

Worcester, George S., Thetford, Vt. 
Woman's Board of Missions, Boston 
Woman's Home Missionary Association, Boston 
Wyckoflf, Rev. Herbert J., Chelsea, Vt., 2 MSS. 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 
Yankton College, Yankton, S. Dak. 
Young Men's Christian Union, Boston . 
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The American Congregational Association 



BUSINESS MEETING 

The Fifty-third Annual Meeting of the American Congrega- 
tional Association was held in Pilgrim Hall on Monday, May 28, 
1906, at 12 m. 

President W. O. Blaney took the chair. Rev, Dr. DeWitt S. 
Clark led in prayer. The records of the last meeting were read 
and approved. 

The Treasurer, Augustus S. Lovett, read his report and the 
Secretary read the Auditor's report Both were accepted and 
ordered printed. 

The following persons nominated by the Directors were 
elected members of the Association: — 



Edward W. Capbn, 
Sidney A. Weston, 
Luther H. Cary, 
Rev. Charles A. Brand, 
Thomas Todd, Jr., 
Rev. George P. Fisher, 
Rev. John J. Walker, 
Dea. Charles H. Shute, 
Rev. Albert F. Pierce, 
Rev. Frank R. Shipman, 
Rev. Edwin H. Byington, 
Henry T. Richardson, 
Walter B. Mossman, 
George E. Keith, 
Rev. Harris G. Hale, 
Rev. Charles N. Thorp, 
Preston Pond, 
Herbert M. Plympton, 
Benjamin H. Sanborn, 
Col. Charles A. Hopkins, 
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Jamaica Plain 

Sharon 

Boston 

Winthrop 

Concord 

Andover 

Westboro 

Cambridge 

Campello 

Andover 

Beverly 

Brookline 

Brookline 

Brockton 

Brookline 

Chelsea 

Winchester 

Norwood 

Wellesley 

Brookline 



Rev. Edward H. Rudd, Dedham 

Edwin F. Forbes, Lexington 

John Herbert, Somerville 
Rev. William T. McElveen, Boston 

Rev. John A. Higgons, Chelsea 

William E. Murdock, Boston 

Charles W. Prouty, Spencer 

C. H. Coye, Windsor Locks, Conn. 
Allen Pease, Windsor Locks, Conn. 
Mrs. J. R. Montgomery, Windsor Locks, Conn. 
Mrs. S. R. Burnap, Windsor Locks, Conn. 

The following named persons were nominated as officers for 
the ensuing year: — 

President 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents 

S. B. Capen, LL.D., Boston. 
S. S. Rogers, Chicago. 

Directors 

Marquis F. Dickinson, Boston. 

Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Roxbury. 

Thomas Todd, Concord. 

William O. Blaney, Boston. 

Rev. DeWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 

William H. Emerson, Cambridge. 

Mortimer B. Mason, Boston. 

Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Danvers. 

Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D.D., Brookline. 

Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Arthur C. Farley, Auburndale. 

Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 

Rev. Edward M. Noyes, Newton Center. 

Franklin P. S hum way, Melrose. 

Alfred M. Ziegler, Roxbury. 

Arthur S. Johnson, Boston. 

D. Chauncey Brewer, Boston. 



Lewis A. Crossett, Boston. 

Timothy Smith, Roxbury. 

Jacob P. Bates, Boston. 

Sylvester B. Carter, Boston. 

A. S. Covsl, Boston. 

Rev. C. E. Stows, Bridgewater. 

Samuel Usher, North Cambridge. 

A. H. Wellman, Maiden. 

Thomas Weston, Jr., Newton. 

F. O. Winslow, Norwood. 

Edwin S. Woodbury, Dorchester. 

Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., South Framingham. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Treasurer 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Center. 

Auditor 
Alonzo C. Tenney, Chelsea. 

These persons were duly elected to the respective offices for 
which they were nominated. 

The President made a short address, urging especially that 
some steps be taken towards payment of the debt 

Rev. Dr. Cobb read the Directors' report, which was accepted 
and ordered printed. 

It was voted that the Directors be instructed to consider the 
advisability of appointing a committee to secure the payment of 
the debt 

Thomas Todd, Esq., administered the oath to Joshua Coit, 

that he would faithfully discharge the duties of Corresponding 

and Recording Secretary. 

Adjourned. 

Joshua Coit, 

Secretary. 



FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN CON- 
GREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION 



The year has gone so smoothly that the Directors and the 
various committees have had but little call for action. It was 
noted last year as an unusual cause for gratitude, that not one 
of the officers of the Association had been removed by the hand 
of death. A much more unusual mercy is commemorated now, 
since two consecutive years have passed over our heads and left 
our ranks unbroken. The last survivor of the men who formed 
this Association fifty-three years ago, in 1853, was called to his 
reward only yesterday, the venerable Dr. Lyman Whiting. 

The time is approaching when new problems will confront 
this body. In August, 1907, the mortgage on the Congregational 
House will fall due ; it is worth careful consideration whether it 
ought to be renewed, unless on more favorable terms. The prop- 
erty is assessed at a valuation of $618,000; the mortgage has 
been reduced to $163,000, nearly $50,000 less than the original 
sum; the security should warrant an interest rate of three and 
one-half per cent instead of four per cent, which would yield an 
annual saving of more than $800. Another problem is likely to 
come up before many years: the question of making additions 
to this building. It was erected with a view to such changes; 
any one who looks at the House from Tremont Street cannot 
fail to see how it can be improved as well as enlarged, when 
the restrictions on the height of the rear portion are removed. 
And when* that time arrives, it brings another question with it ; 
namely, whether it would not be wise to secure the Beacon Street 
property bounding us on the west, which we tried so persistently 
to add to the original purchase. More space is sure to be needed 
in time, for the work of the missionary societies is continually 
expanding, and the same is true of the Library; we, like our 
fathers who sowed the seed we are reaping, should make thought- 
ful provision for the years to come. But all these possibilities 
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slowly, but 



ti*t grea: "socy of GocgTegzaocia] people is beginning Id stir with 
i r,*r» vtr.se c*f ioTaiy to the ideas and principles for which this 



bu.lcisg szasds. While we cannot jet report the full arrival of 
the dfrry/miiMonzi awakening, there are some good things to 
u*n\sjTi ;d our own department for the year just closing. 

In 1 9C4 the debt of this Association was J 179,000; the 
following year it was reduced by $7,000, but this year by $9,000, 
which is $2,000 better. In neither of these two years were any 
gifts or legacies for the debt received; the $16,000 represents a 
saving from rentals, made possible by the careful oversight of 
the Superintendent, Mr. LinscotL With few exceptions the ten- 
ants have paid rents regularly and promptly; the missionary 
ftoueties have done so with no exception whatever. With what 
measure they mete it will be measured to them again, for it is 
gratifying to be able to say that the rebate of rentals to these 
societies (explained in previous reports), which amounted last 
yc;tr to thirteen and one-half per cent of their payments, rises 
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this year to sixteen per cent The ideal to be kept in view is 
one hundred per cent instead of sixteen, a Congregational House 
rent free perpetually for all departments of our benevolent work. 
Whoever succeeds in removing the debt will bring to pass this 
admirable result; multitudes will rise up to call him blessed. 

To come from large things to small ; those of us who do our 
work in this building are resting securely for the first time in the 
confidence that we have a real roof over our heads, one that 
fulfills the proper function of such a structure by sending water 
off its surface instead of through its substance. The secret of 
the defect in the original roof has eluded everybody for almost 
eight years ; at last it was decided that the origin of the fault was 
of less consequence than its remedy, and a new roof of tar and 
gravel is the result The repairs at the beginning of the financial 
year put the House in excellent condition, restoring the damage 
caused by the fire of February, 1905 ; and now those absurd 
people who jump at conclusions are pointing to a slight fire a 
year afterwards, as though two instances established a general 
law. But this later fire was confined to the store that is rented 
to an outside party, and did comparatively little damage to the 
House, less than a tenth part of that caused by the previous one ; 
the probabilities are overwhelmingly against a recurrence of such 
experiences. 

Something ought to be said in the annual report about 
our own constituency, the membership of this Association. It is 
elective, members being added at the anniversary on recom- 
mendation of the Directors. Every few years efforts are made 
to add a large number, and thus to broaden the base on which 
our interests are built, but thus far without success. Only a small 
part of those elected accept membership ; last year there were four 
out of twelve. As the effort is being renewed today, it may be 
furthered by calling to mind the Biblical precept, "It is more 
blessed to give than to receive." The inquiry sometimes made, 
" What special advantages does membership secure ? " is a little 
difficult to answer. It is not the benefits of the Library, for 
these are open to all. It is not regarded as a great privilege, 
apparently, to attend this anniversary and help elect the board of 
officers, for it sometimes requires a deal of drumming to obtain 
the constitutional quorum of twenty. But if the question is 
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FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY 



The story of this department falls naturally under four 
heads : growth, care, use, personnel. A good growth has been 
maintained through the year, a growth extending to each of the 
main classes that cover the proper field of the Library : history, 
religion, education, etc. Our true policy here is the reverse of 
that just indicated; it roust be exclusive rather than inclusive. 
The venders of books have the modern knack of thrusting them 
upon the public ; each day brings a tempting array of new vol- 
umes, or a scarcely less tempting description of them. We are 
fortunate above many libraries in restricting ourselves to certain 
lines of growth, and in the consequent ability' to maintain a 
breakwater against the inBowing tide. 

In the early years of this enterprise its additions came almost 
wholly from gifts ; now that we are known among the buyers, we 
have less success as beggars. And yet for one of the most 
important branches of accession we are always dependent on 
the thoughtfulness of friends; I mean for all those publications 
that mirror the life of the local churches. Sometimes these 
attain the dignity of elaborate church histories ; oftener they take 
the form of year-books, or monthly periodicals; almost always 
there is a printed manual, containing creed and covenant, brief 
historical sketch, and list of members. If pastors and church 
clerks but realized how constantly this material is consulted 
here, and how certain it is to enhance in value, there would be 
a fuller cooperation in the effort to make this Library a thesaurus 
of our growing and diversified Congregational life. We are more 
successful in obtaining, from out the wilderness of current publi- 
cations, those most likely to meet the wants and aid the researches 
of our regular readers — works chiefly of a historical or Biblical 
nature. Among the additions of the year are several series of 
commentaries, both German and English, the latest being the 
Century Bible, so far as issued. 

ii 
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As relating more directly to the specialties of the Library, 
we may mention the completion of the new edition of Hakluyt's 
voyages (12 volumes), of Lewis and Clark's expedition (8 vol- 
umes), and of the Jewish Encyclopedia (12 volumes), also a 
goodly number of town histories and genealogies. Among the 
gifts should be mentioned "The England and Holland of the 
Pilgrims," by Dr. Dexter and Morton Dexter, Dr. Anderson's 
" Digest of the National Council/' the " History of the Central 
Church, Fall River/' and two folio volumes, containing in beauti- 
fully copied manuscript the records of the Phillips Church, 
South Boston, 1 823-1 860. 

The total accessions of the year are as follows : books, 908 ; 
pamphlets, 571; unbound numbers of periodicals, 1,380; manu- 
scripts, 58. Whole number in the Library : books, 53,963 ; pam- 
phlets, 52,070; periodicals, 48,775 ; manuscripts are not counted. 

Passing now to the second topic suggested, the care of the 
Library, we note the completion of the catalogue of the great 
Stubbs collection of more than 6,000 volumes, which was accom- 
plished early in the year. The two chief departments of this 
collection, just as in the main Library, are theology and history. 
But the historical portion is by far the larger and the richer, and 
the catalogue, which is kept in separate drawers, makes it readily 
accessible. 

The same advantage accrues from the newly finished cata- 
logue of Mr. Pratt's collection, in the Bible room, which was 
mentioned in our last report. The many objects of interest con- 
tained in that collection, apart from the books, have been carefully 
and plainly labeled, and a similar treatment has been applied to 
the historical relics and curiosities preserved in Room 206. 

One of the enemies which libraries have always with them 
is the accumulated dust that makes the handling of the books 
so disagreeable to visitors. To clean 50,000 volumes properly 
is no slight task, but it is accomplished periodically by making 
use of favorable opportunities. We have also, as just stated, 
more than 50,000 pamphlets, and these require a different treat- 
ment. A good share of them have been inclosed in pasteboard 
boxes, which not only protect them from dust, but keep together 
those most nearly connected by subject; for instance, the man- 
uals of several churches arranged alphabetically, or biographical 
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sketches similarly grouped. But in process of time any such 
group is likely to grow; the pamphlet cases become crowded 
and bulge or break; hence the contents must be rearranged. 
This indicates briefly one of the many subordinate tasks belong- 
ing to library housekeeping. 

Equally important are the various devices for making the 
books easy of access. It has always been the policy of this 
Library to put nothing on the shelves, whether book, pamphlet, 
or periodical, unless it has been properly catalogued. In past 
years, however, the Librarian and his assistants made the chief 
use of the catalogue; visitors were expected to call orally at 
the delivery desk for what they wished. We have now devised, 
and are having applied to both books and cards, a system of 
call numbers, to be used in those portions of the Library which 
do not readily classify themselves. It is characterized by unusual 
simplicity, each book being designated by a single number, thus 
avoiding complication with letters or decimal points. Excep- 
tional cases, where two numbers belong to one book, are few 
and easily understood. It is hoped that this system will save 
valuable time for both visitors and librarians. 

This leads naturally to the next topic, the use of the Library, 
which varies greatly on different days and at different hours of 
the day. An occasional looker-in might suppose that readers are 
almost unknown in the Library, but the tally sheet shows an 
average per day of about twenty-five, or say 7,500, for the work- 
ing days of the year. (Of course these are not different persons ; 
some of them are welcomed very often.) So far as the library 
experience of the present Librarian extends, and that is nearly 
twenty years, there has never been a year to equal the one just 
closing in the use of the Library for studious purposes. For 
example, a Congregational minister has carried on, with immense 
and laborious ingenuity, investigations in comparative denomi- 
national statistics, whose results when completed will make all 
previous experiments of the sort look crude and unscientific. 
Another, a Baptist minister, has utilized, with true antiquarian 
zeal and accuracy, the large resources of the Library to throw 
light upon an obscure period in the early religious history of 
Maine. 

One friend, who visited us almost every summer, had a 



[ !■ Ike Library, for here he deposited, six 
' years ago and at nriooa times since, a rare collection of works 
om New Testament criticism. I refer to Mr. Arthur Wellington 
Tyler, lately of the Public Library of Washington, whose lamented 
death ooa nr red On the 17th of March in this year. Mr. Tyler's 
■nut was well known in the library world. Beginning more than 
thirty yean beck in the Aatnr Libtaiy, km ham been — oemtod 
with many other important libraries both Beat and Went, and 
hu early published researches in the mat of the New Testament 



scholars. By his will the Cotigrnantional Ubnry it to have its 
choice among the books which at virions times ha has sent here 
for safe keeping. 

We cannot close tins report without msntimiing another 

fellow-laborer, still numbered with us by the good providence 
of God — Miss Mary E. Stone, who is now in her eighty-second 
year, but who has been able to discharge her accustomed duties 
ss first assistant in this library during the greater part of the 
past twelvemonth. After finishing last summer, single-handed, 
her three years' task of cataloguing the Stubbs library-, she 
gave attention to a round of miscellaneous services that filled 
out to completion a ministry of forty-one years. The Directors 
last December voted her s four months' vacation, and have just 
now placed her name on the roll of honor with the well-earned 
title of Assistant Librarian emeritus. 

The Library is fortunate also in the character and ability 
of its other assistant librarians, whose work is becoming more 
specialized, and who discharge their respective trusts with fidelity 
and devotion. 

And so we look out into the coming year with a cheerful 
hope that it will make the best record of all the fifty-four. 



DONATIONS TO THE CONGREGATIONAL 

LIBRARY 
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Ackerman, H. N., West Medford 

Adams, Rcr. George C, San Francisco, Cal 

Advance Publishing Company, Chicago, newspapers .... 

Akott, Rev. William P. , Boxford 

Alden, Rev. E. J., Chicago 

Allen, Rev. Ernest B., Toledo, O 

Allen, George F., Manchester 

Allen, James B., Dover, 111 

American Antiquarian Society, Wo r ce s t e r 

American Baptist Missionary Union, Boston 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, 
newspapers 

American Colonisation Society, Washington, D. C . 

American Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C 

American Missionary Association, New York, N. Y 

American Peace Society, Boston ........ 

American Ramabai Association, Boston 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y 

American Society for the Extension of University Teaching, Phila- 
delphia, Pa 

American Telephone and Telegraph Company, Boston 

American Unitarian Association, Boston 

Amherst College, Amherst, Mass 

Anderson, Rev. Asher, D.D., Boston 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andover 

Andover Townsman , newspapers ........ 

Angell, George T., Boston, newspapers 

Arnold, Rev. Henry T., Plainfield, Conn 

Atkins, Rev. Gains G., D.D., Detroit, Mich 

Atlantic Union, London 

Auburn Seminary, Auburn, N. Y . . 

Aaburndale Congregational Church, newspapers ..... 

Ayer, Rev. F. D., D.D., Concord, N. H 

Bacon, Rev. Leonard W., D.D., Assonet 

Bailey, Rev. H. L. y Longmeadow 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me 

Barnes, Rev. Stephen G., St. Johnsbury, Vt 

Barton, Rev. W. E., D.D., Oak Park, 111 

Beals, Rev. Charles E., Cambridge, 1 MS 

Beeber, Rev. Thomas R., D.D., Norristown, Pa., 1 newspaper . 

Beecber, Prof. Willis J., Auburn, N. Y 

Beloit College, Beloit, Wisconsin 

Berkeley Divinity School, Middletown, Conn 

Bird, L. J., Boston ........••• 

Bolster, Rev. F. E., Sheffield, 1 MS 
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F ia oc mit y of Choecaes 1 



Boston Children's Triad Society 1 

Qry Res>rxy D epm tns ent 1 

yooccy .-.-••••••• a 

Port and Seamen's Aid Society 1 

Public Library 1 3 IS 

University ........... 1 1 

s, B«r Aieawier P., CaMfaridsB 1 

CoOege. BraMvkk, Me. 1 1 

i,R«t J.E.,Ja«ia,VL 1 

i, Raymond L», Aaborndale 1 

Tabernacle, New York, X. Y t 

Brooklyn, X. V , Plymouth Church, newspapers 

Brooks. Rev. G. W., Dorchester 1 

Brown, Re*. Anedm B., Lookout. W. Vs. 3 

Brown University , Providence, R. I. ....... 1 

Banker Hfll Monument Association, Boston 1 

Barrows, Charles W., Cleveland, 1 

Bosh, A. G., Davenport, Io. S 

Cambridge Public Library 1 U 

Campbell, Rer. Andrew, Webster, 1 MS. 

Carpenter, Rer. C C, Andover S 3 

Carr, Rer. Wiffiam, Tafrville, Cona 3 

Carter, Rev. R. F, Soothington, Conn. 4 

Cams, Dr. Panl, Chicago IS 

Chase, Stephen, Dedham, newspapers SI 

Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, I1L SI 1 

Chicago University Congregational Chnrch, newspapers ... 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, Nyack, N. Y. .... 1 

Christian Endeavor World, Boston, newspapers 

Christian Intelligencer, New York, newspapers 

Chute, Rev. E. L, Ware, 1 MS 

Clement, Frank, Newton Center 1 

Cobb. Rev. William H., D.D., Newton Center SO 6 

Colby College, WaterviUe, Me 1 

Colorado Congregational Association 1 

Comstock, J. M, Chelsea, Vt 2 

Congo Reform Association, Boston 1 3 

Congregational Church Building Society, Boston 4 

Congregational Education Society, Boston 1 

Congregational Home Missionary Society, New York .... 3 10 

Congregational National Council, Boston 2 6 

Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society, Boston . 1 12 

Congregational Work, Boston 10 

Congregationalist, Boston 18 111 96 

Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford, Conn 1 

Constant, I. F., Spencer, Io 2 

Cousins, Rev. E. M., Thomas ton, Me 1 

Crosby, James H., Bangor, Me 1 

Cross, Rev. R. T., Denver, Col., newspaper 

Cummings, Rev. G. H., Danville, Vt., 1 MS 

Daniels, Rev. C. H., D.D., South Framingham , 1 MS. 

Dark, Rev. F. E., West Seneca, N. Y., 1 MS 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H 1 

Deane, Rev. James, Northfield, N. Y 3 
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Denney, Rev. O. H., Marshall, 111 

Dexter, Rev. Morton, Boston 

Dike, Rev. S. W., D.D., Auburndale .... 

Donne College, Crete, Neb 

Drew Theological Seminary, Madison, N. J. 
Dumm, Rer. B. Alfred, Stoneham, 1 MS. . 
Egleston, Rev. N. H., Jamaica Plain .... 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Md. . 
Evangelistic Association of New England, Boston 
Fairbank, Rev. J. B., Jacksonville, 111. ... 
Fainnoont Park Art Association, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Farwell, Rev. P. T., Wellesley Hills, 1 MS. 

Ferrier, Francis, Berkeley, Cal 

Field, Rev. J. P., Springfield, Mo 

Fox, Rev. Frank, Sioux Falls, S. Dak 

Frame, Rev. James E., New York, N. Y. . 

Fraser, Rev. J. G., Hontsborg, O 

Gammon, Arthur I., Pasadena, Cal 

Gates Academy, Neligh, Neb 

Gaylord, Rev. J. H., W. Brookfield, 1 MS. . 

George Washington University, Washington, D. C. . 

Gerould, Rev. S. L., D.D., Hollis, N. H. . 

Good Government Association, Boston .... 

Goodhue, Miss L. P. A., Burlington, Vt. . . . 

Goodrich, J. E., Burlington, Vt 

Green, Dr. S. A., Bos t on ...... 

Groton, Mass., Town of 

Hart, Rev. Samuel, D.D., Middletown, Conn. . 
Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Conn. . 
Haverhill Center Congregational Church 
Hawaiian Evangelistic Association, Honolulu, T. H. . 

Hayes, Rev. E. C, Montague, 1 MS 

Healey, Rev. S. S., Helena, Mont 

Heywood, William S. and Abbie B., Dorchester . 
Honolulu Central Union Church, Honolulu, T. H. 

Hood, Rev. George A., Boston 

Hume, Rev. R. A., Ahmednagar, India .... 

Intercollegian, New York, N.Y 

Interstate Commerce Commissioners, Washington, D. C. 

Jamaica Plain, Boylston Church 

James, Rev. H. P., No. Yakima, Wn 

Jaquiih, Rev. Charles A., So. Windsor, Conn. 
Jewett, Rev. H. E., Berkeley, Cal. 

Judd, John K., Holyoke 

J alien, Rev. Matthew C, New Bedford 

Kelly, Arthur, Auburndale 

Kimball, Rev. Harry W., So. Weymouth 

Lake Mohonk Indian Conference 

Lamson, Mrs. Charles M., Boston 

Lansing, Mich., Pilgrim Congregational Church . 
Lawless, Rev. Alfred, Jr., New Orleans, La. 

Loomis, Rev. Samuel L., Boston 

Lorain, O., First Congregational Church 

Los Angeles, Cal., Public Library 

Lood, Rev. Halah H., Lead, S. Dak 

Lyman, Rev. F. B., Fair Haven, 1 MS. 

Lyman, Rev. P. H., Fall River, 1 MS 

McCarthy, Rev. Francis T., S.J., Washington, D. C. . 
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New York State Chamber of 

New Zealand 

Noble, Rev. 

Nattily, Rev. Jot* D. f Qmlmd, O. 

O. . . 
Oberim College library, Obesfin, O. 
Ckmhtfon, William T., Robert College, 

Osaka Library, Osaka, Japan 

Osborne, Rev. Cyms P., Cambridge 

Oznard, Rer. H. E., Newton, 3 MSS 

Partridge, George F., Jamaica Plain 

Pennsylvania Slate Association of Omgregational Chnrches 

Perkins Institution, Boston 

Pierson, Rer. Isaac, WeOealey Hilk 

Pilgrim Press, B os t on ........ 

Portland, Me., Public Library 

Princeton University, Princeton, N. J 

Protestant Episcopal Board of Missions, New York, N. Y. 
Prodden, Rer. Theodore P., West Newton .... 

RereU Company, New York, N. Y 

Rice, Rer. C. B.. D.D., Dangers 

Richards, Rer. Charles H., D.D., New York, N. Y. . 

Richards, W. H., Newark, O 

Ripley, Lyman B., Webster Groves, Mo 

Roberts, Rer. William H., D.D., Philadelphia. Pa. . 
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Rochester Theological Seminary, N. Y 1 

Root, Axariah S., Oberlin College, Oberlin, 1 

Rowland, Mrs. L. S., Lee • 2 

St. Johnsbory, Vt., Sooth Congregational Church 1 

Sanborn, Nathan P., Marblehsad ........ 2 

Schiff, Jacob H., New York, N. Y. 1 

Schroeder, Theodore, New York, N. Y 2 

Scott, Rev. George, NeUgfa, Neb. ........ 1 

Sharon Historical Society, Sharon 2 

Sharp, Miss Elisabeth, Dorchester 12 

Sheaff, Rer. R. L., Gotham, N. H., 1 MS 

Shrewsbury Congregational Church 2 

Sinks, Rer. Perry W., Ridgway, Pa S 

Smart, Rer. George T., D.D., Newton Highlands .... 1 

Smith, Rev. Arthur W., Winchester 2 

Smith, Rev. E. R., Lowell, 1 MS. 

Smith, Mrs. S. F., Newton Center 1 

Smith College, Northampton 1 

Spalding, Rev. George B., D.D., Syracuse, N. Y 1 

Spirit of Missions, New York, N.Y 12 

Springer, Rev. R. W., Fort Washington, Md. 1 

Springfield City Library Association, newspapers 

Stetson, Rev. O. F., North Carver, 1 MS 

Stone, Miss Mary E., Chelsea 3 

Stowe, Rev. Charles E t , Bridgewater 2 

Sullivan, Rev. Edward T., Newton Center 12 

Swarts, Rev. Herman F., East Cleveland, 2 

Tsintor, Mrs. Charles H., Clinton, Conn 1 

Taylor, Rev. J. G., Arlington Heights, 1 MS 

Thayer, Rev. L. H., Portsmouth, N. H., 1 MS. . 

Theosophical Society in America, New York, N. Y 1 

Thomas, Rev. H. F., Toronto, Canada 1 

Towle Manufacturing Company, Newboryport 1 

Travis, Rev. A. F., Hopkinton, 1 MS 

Trinity College, Hartford, Conn 1 

Tofts College 2 1 

Twentieth Century Club, Boston 11 5 

Union Theological Seminary, New York, N. Y 1 

United States Census Bureau, Washington, D. C 2 

United States Commissioner of Education, Washington, D. C. . 1 

United States Department of Commerce and Labor, Washington , D . C. , 8 9 

United States Department of the Interior, Washington , D. C, 6 folios, 16 14 

United States Post Office Department, Washington, D. C . . . 1 

United States Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. . 1 

University of Colorado, Boulder, Col 1 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich 2 

University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 1 

Van Norden, Rev. Charles, D.D., Sacramento, Cal. .... 1 

Vermont Bible Society, Montpelier, Vt 1 

Victoria Institute, London 1 

Voorhees, Rev. L. P., Adams 1 

Waldron, Rev. Daniel W., Boston 19 82 

Waldron, Rev. J. D., Bockland, 1 MS 

Washburn College, Topeka, Kan 1 1 

Webber, Miss Jolia B., Morrisville, N. Y 4 

Wellesley College, Wellesley 1 1 

White, Miss Emma E., Cambridge 8 81 

Whitehead, Herbert L., Indianapolis, Ind 2 
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WMttlsssy, Rov. S. ( D J)., Washington, D. C . 1 

WUloox, Mra. WUIkm H. f Makkn t 1 

wna— % Coihji, wmtiiMtwm , . . t 

Wilson, IVhrta A,, Sprfai^UM, 111. 1 

Wteoute State Historical Sodsry, Madison 1 
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Wamn*! Board of Missions, Boston 1 

Womb's Hon* Missionary Assockfloo, Boston . 

Wobbsb's Smjud 1 ! Frisnd Sodtty* Boston 1 

Woodbfidfe, R«v.R.O./Mkldkboro,lM8. > 

Wood«^, Rsv. GoornM., Orono, M*.,3MSS. .... 

Wponring CoBSBpBBorattas Association, WUkssbaira, Flu • • • % 

Yals Divinity School, Now HaToo.Conn. 

Yak Unltotaity.NtwHaTsn, Conn. ......... 1 1 

Yankton Colkfo, Yankton, S. Dak. % 

Yoosbbb. Rov. J. Hsrbsrt, Provkienca. R. I. fi 

BP^P^BPP^BPPMB) BP^P* V V _■ • BPBP V* BB^BPP 1 wl BP • ^P* « P^^P^P^BPBP^» B) BN V MP ■) V V V V O) OBf 

YoBBg Mob*. Christian Assoc, IntwnatloBal Cob.', How York, If. Y„ t 

YoongMoB 1 . Christian Unkm, Boston 1 

Totax 
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ACT OF INCORPORATION 



or THE 



American Congregational %$$omtwn 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-/* 
An Act to incorporate the Congregational Library Association, at Boston 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section i. Rufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julius A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, at 
Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating a Horary of the religious history and 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sac a. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid purposes. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April is, 1854.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authorised to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, as 
set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four. 

Sec a. This act shall take effect from and after Its passage. . [Approved by the Governor, 
April 24, 1856.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorised to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sec a. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby authorized 
to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing works ; by 
furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools; promoting 
friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, and with 
other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing funds for the above object. 

Sec 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorised to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold. 

Sec a. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, February 
M, «87«] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section i. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorized to increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as maybe necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sec a. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February ai, 1803.] 
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The American Congregational Association 



BUSINESS MEETING 

The Fifty-third Annual Meeting of the American Congrega- 
tional Association was held in Pilgrim Hall on Monday, May 27, 
1907, at 12 m. 

President W. O. Blaney took the chair. Rev. Dr. Reuen 
Thomas led in prayer. The records of the last meeting were read 
and approved. 

Rev. Dr. Cobb read the Directors' report, which was ac- 
cepted and ordered printed. 

The Treasurer, Augustus S. Lovett, read his report and the 
Secretary read the Auditor's report. Both were accepted and 
ordered printed. 

The following persons nominated by the Directors were 
elected members of the Association : — 



Charles H. Bennett, 
Rev. H. Grant Person, 
Rev. D. Augustine Newton, 
Andrew B. Cobb, 
Charles A. Haskell, 
N. Emmons Paine, M.D., 
Rev. Frank S. Hunnewell, 
Rev. Charles F. Carter, 
Seward W. Jones, 
Arthur K. Brown, 
Rev. Frederick H. Page, 
Rev. Henry N. Hoyt, 
William Q. Wales, 
Albert Murdoch, 
Rev. Robert W. Beers, 
Clarence T. Mooar, 
Rev. Edward H. Rudd, 
Edwin F. Fobes, 
Rev. J. T. Stocking, 
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Newton Center 
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James H. Kendall, 


Auburn dale 


Burton Payne Gray, 


Newton Center 


Charles H. Hood, 


Somerville 


Rev. William E. Strong, 


Auburndale 


Rev. Chauncey J. Hawkins, 


Jamaica Plain 


William H. Blood, 


Auburndale 


Rev, Stephen A. Norton, 


Woburn 


Rev, Edward C. Camp, 


Waiertown 


Appleton P. Williams, 


West Upton 


Rev. Charles Edward Bkals, 


Cambridge 


Benjamin C Lane, 


Boston 


Rev. M. H. Turk, 


Natick 


Rev. William W. Sleeper, 


Wellesley 


Prof. John K. Richardson, 


Wellesley Hills 


William R. Bigelow, 


Natick 


E. H. Bigelow, M.D., 


Framing ham 


John C Berrv, M.D., 


Worcester 


Rkv. A. B. Chalmers, 


Worcester 


Henry B. Day, 


West Newton 


B. T. Thompson, 


South Framingham 


Rev. William A. Knight, 


Brighton 



The following named persons were nominated as officers for 
the ensuing year r — 

President 
William O. Blankv, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents 
S. B. Capen, LL.D,, Boston. 
S. S. Rogers, Chicago. 

Directors 
Marquis F. Dickinson, Boston. 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 
Rev. B. F. Hamilton, D.D., Roxbury, 
Thomas Todd, Concord. 
William O. Blaney, Boston. 
Rev. DeWitt S. Clark, D.D., Salem. 
William H, Emerson, Cambridge. 
Rev. Charles B. Rice, D.D., Danvers. 



Rev. Albert £. Dunning, D.D., Brookline. 

Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Arthur C. Farley, Auburndale. 

Rev. Morton Dexter, Boston. 

Rev. Edward M. Noyes, Newton Center. 

Franklin P. Shumway, Melrose. 

Alfred M. Ziegler, Roxbury. 

Arthur S. Johnson, Boston. 

D. Chauncey Brewer, Boston. 

Timothy Smith, Roxbury. 

Jacob P. Bates, Boston. 

Sylvester B. Carter, Boston. 

Samuel Usher, Cambridge. 

A. H. Wellman, Maiden. 

Thomas Weston, Jr., Newton. 

F. O. Winslow, Norwood. 

Edwin S. Woodbury, Dorchester. 

Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., South Framingham. 

William J. Mandell, Cambridge. 

Rev. George T. Smart, D.D., Newton Highlands. 

Rev. Charles F. Weeden, Lynn. 

Preston B. Keith, Campello. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary 
Rev. Joshua Coit, Winchester. 

Treasurer 
Augustus S. Lovett, Brookline. 

Librarian and Assistant Treasurer 
Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., Newton Center. 

Auditor 
H. N. Ackerman, Medford. 

These persons were duly elected to the respective offices for 
which they were nominated. 

The Nominating Committee reported a new form of notice 
to be sent to persons elected to membership. The Secretary read 
the form of notification sent out last year. The matter was re- 



fcrred back to the Nominating Committee, with full power to 
prepare a notice, incorporating such suggestions as they please. 

President Blaney made a short address, urging the payment 
of the debt. 

Thomas Todd, Esq., administered the oath to Joshua Coit, 
that he would faithfully discharge the duties of Corresponding 
and Recording Secretary. 

Adjourned. 

Joshua Corr, 

Secretary, 



FIFTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN CON- 
GREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION 



We are entering the fifty-fifth year of the Association's life, 
and are close upon its tenth year in this building, which we still 
call the new Congregational House. The good hand of our God 
has been upon us in the last twelvemonth, and we meet for the 
third consecutive time with ranks unbroken. We remember, 
however, with peculiar sympathy two friends whose faithful serv- 
ice to the Association for a long period of years was interrupted 
only by the failing health attendant upon old age, and who lie 
today in great feebleness of body. Each has dropped out of 
active labor during the past year; Mr. Alonzo C. Tenney, the 
Auditor, and Miss Mary E. Stone, who was made a librarian 
emeritus at the last annual meeting. Miss Stone continued to 
give the Library her welcome presence and her faithful ministra- 
tions until laid aside last summer by illness, which took a graver 
turn about three months ago. JHer period of service had covered 
the extraordinary term of forty-one and a half years. Mr. Tenney, 
after discharging the duties of his office for twenty-seven years, 
sent in his resignation on the 13th of February in a characteristic 
and admirable letter, which speaks of severing most pleasant 
relations. 

The year that has closed brings fresh causes for gratitude 
to Him in whose name the corner stone was laid and unto whom 
the House was dedicated from foundation to topstone. Once 
a year is none too often to emphasize the religious bearings of 
this corporation. It is no commercial enterprise whose anniver- 
sary we celebrate. There are exceptions to the rule that corpora- 
tions have no souls. This Congregational House is a temple of 
God, not only on Sunday, when the Chinese brethren gather here 
for worship, but daily and hourly, as the streams of beneficence 
flow hence through city, state, and nation and around the world. 
At this very time some twenty or more choice American youth, 
under commission for service in foreign lands, are met here for 
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a week of instruction and inspiration. The question so often 
asked by otherwise intelligent Congregationalists, " What is the 
American Congregational Association, and what does it stand 
for?" is best answered in the words of Scripture, "By their 
fruits ye shall know them." The Association owns and main- 
tains the Congregational House, without which the denomination 
would have no rallying point and no center of distribution. An 
hour ago this very room, Pilgrim Hall, was filled by the Con- 
gregational ministers of Boston and vicinity, to discuss one of 
the most vital questions that our polity has developed. Every 
Monday, except in the summer months, they meet here to con- 
sider matters of mutual interest and helpfulness. At the other 
extremity of the building, nine stories above us, besides the 
preparation and printing of The Congregatioruilist, those bloodless 
battles are organized which are won for Christ upon the Western 
frontier, where the pioneer Sunday school is the only Christian 
agency that can gain a footing. To take one more example of 
the activities that center here, each Monday morning witnesses 
a pathetic and yet hopeful scene, as messengers come in from 
various parts of the city to report the week's work among the 
Boston slums. Not to go into further detail, the maintenance of 
the Congregational House is a necessity for the unifying of Con- 
gregational work, and this Association is related to the House as 
the spirit in man is related to his body. 

An obligation constantly rests upon us to make a good thing 
better. The nature of it is expressed in the familiar French say- 
ing, noblesse oblige. We must not be satisfied with less than the 
best that can be done to equip our denomination as a branch of 
the kingdom of God. At this point there is a clear call for the 
reenforcement of the few who have this enterprise at heart from 
the ranks of the many who have not yet realized its importance. 
Criticism might well give place to cooperation. For example, a 
larger part of the House will be available for denominational uses 
when a larger part of the denomination show their faith in the 
House by their works. As things are going now, it is the tenants 
of this building, and they alone, who are slowly and steadily re- 
ducing the heavy debt which rests upon it. Congregationalists 
in general ought to share in the honor of that good work, even 
as they share in its benefits. In the present state of the finances, 



the only way to figure out a surplus is by renting several stories 
to outside tenants, and those who complain of this necessity 
should rather help to change its cause. It is a growing custom 
to do a large share of the denomination's work through com- 
mittees, most of them meeting on Monday. Since there are 
but two committee rooms, it often happens that divers groups 
of brethren tax the ingenuity of the management to find space 
for them. The Bible room, the stack, and the Librarian's room 
are often utilized in this way, and still it is hard to avoid inter- 
ference and overlapping. The only immediate and practicable 
remedy lies in persuading our people to contribute directly 
towards canceling the debt instead of depending upon the slow 
process now going on. It is often said, and with truth, that 
while Congregationalists have in this building a good executive 
center, in the missionary offices, and a good literary center, in 
the Library and reading room, they have no good social and 
fraternal center. For all such purposes on a large scale rooms 
must be hired in Ford Building or Tremont Temple. But the 
time is approaching when it will be feasible to enlarge the Con- 
gregational House, provided the funds for such a purpose are 
forthcoming. There is, however, a previous matter to be settled, 
namely, the debt on the building as it stands, which is upwards 
of $150,000. In view of our large constituency of level-headed 
business men, it is astonishing that we continue to drift so uncon- 
cernedly. Every year we resolve to grapple with this debt, and 
every year the average man, if approached on the subject, decides 
that we are getting on very well as we are, and so nothing is done. 
Now let us suppose an event by no means impossible — that some 
of the land adjacent were to be put on the market this very year, 
giving us a fine opportunity for expansion ; are we in a condition 
to seize the opportunity? or must we be content to see it pass 
into other hands, which might frustrate forever the normal growth 
of this enterprise ? It is also possible that the proposed extension 
of the State House may occasion the loss of some of our best 
tenants, and furthermore that the good times which now prevail 
may change to bad times, when a legacy of debt would spell 
disaster. Thus the opposite motives of hope and fear unite 
to make plain the duty and the privilege of cleaning up the old 
account, so that if we must borrow money for enlargement we 
can start from a firm basis. 



The story of the year just closing, on its financial side, is 
almost a duplicate of its predecessor. The same amount as 
before has been paid on the principal of the mortgage, 89,000, 
reducing it to {154,000. At this rate the consummation of de- 
liverance from debt would be postponed to the next generation, 
and all thought of speedy enlargement would become chimerical. 
It has often been shown in these reports that great benefit would 
accrue to all the missionary societies if the goal of freedom could 
be reached. But it should be noted also that a pro rata benefit 
would be assured, even if the effort were only partly successful. 
If all the money required to extinguish the debt could be secured 
tomorrow, there is still an obstacle in the way ; for the Association's 
agreement with the Provident Institution for Savings permits it 
to pay only $25,000 in any one year. To be sure, the mortgage 
expires next August, and perhaps it could be renewed without that 
stipulation ; but even if it could not, we may well pause to consider 
the good results from paying 825,000 during the coming year. 
Let us make two alternative suppositions: first, that some wealthy 
and benevolent Congregational ist should be moved to invest that 
sum for the benefit of all the societies in this building. Such an 
act would be praiseworthy, and yet it is easy to show that these 
same societies would realize a great deal more if the money were 
invested in our mortgage than if it were invested for their benefit 
directly. To say nothing of the possibility in the latter case of 
unproductive funds, we will assume a secure principal yielding 
four per cent interest, the amount we now pay. The {25,000 
then would give $1,000 annually to be divided among them all. 

Now take the other hypothesis. The American Congrega- 
tional Association has a cooperative feature. It is not a money- 
making concern ; every year it uses the surplus of income over 
outgo, partly in reducing its debt, the rest in rebating the rentals 
of these societies, the exact proportion depending on the outlay 
for necessary repairs. The total rent from the societies is about 
$31,000, of which last year sixteen per cent, nearly $3,500, was 
paid back in that way. The present debt, in round numbers, is 
$150,000 ; then if we can clear off $25,000 next year (not a large 
sum, if Congregationalists mean business) we can save $1,000 
interest and also the $9,000 applied last year to reducing the 
mortgage; that is, $10,000 in all. The Association, besides 
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meeting its regular expenses, might add that $10,000 to the 
$3,500 and refund to the societies $13,500, which is more than 
sixty per cent of all the rent they pay. On the first plan the 
societies would receive $1,000 plus $3,500 or $4,500; on the sec- 
ond they would receive exactly three times as much, or $13,500. 
The debt being then reduced to $125,000, this $13,500 would be 
an annual rebate. This would rise to $14,500 when the second 
$25,000 was secured, and would grow at the same rate until it 
reached $18,500, after which rents would be merely nominal. 

The plan we are outlining has regard to all the societies 
combined. It would not work if, for example, the American 
Board by itself, of the Publishing Society, were to invest their 
securities in our mortgage, because it is the policy of the Asso- 
ciation to share its rebates with all, in proportion to the rentals 
they pay. But a concerted effort on the part of all the societies 
in that same proportion, or the placing of our Association on the 
regular benevolent list of the churches, would yield a better divi- 
dend for the common cause than any other scheme that has been 
proposed. 

We submit that these facts and figures place the American 
Congregational Association in the forefront of the objects which 
appeal to the thoughtful intelligence and the reasonable enthusiasm 
of the Congregational body. 



FIFTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY 



Statistics are of little value in themselves, but are sometimes 
important in their implications. Those of the year 1906-07 in- 
dicate an encouraging growth. The Library has added 1,014 
books as compared with 90S in the previous year ; 784 pamphlets 
this year against 571 last; 1.686 unbound numbers of periodicals 
against 1,380 reported a year ago. The total contents of the 
Library, exclusive of duplicates, as also of manuscripts, loose 
newspapers, historical relics, and other objects of interest, com- 
prise 54,977 books, 51,854 pamphlets, 49,081 loose periodicals. 
In common with many libraries, we reckon as books those pam- 
phlets thai exceed a hundred pages, for it should not be the bind- 
ing alone that distinguishes the book. Although duplicates are 
not counted in this enumeration, they are not to be overlooked 
in the inventory. Duplicates are often the librarian's bite noire. 
Drifting in from miscellaneous sources, and highly miscellaneous 
in themselves, they occupy valuable space, yet only a minute 
fraction of them, as a rule, can be disposed of to advantage. 
The question, " Does it pay to keep duplicates ? " is often discussed 
in library circles, and is sometimes answered in the negative. 
Many years ago it was thought that a solution had been found 
in a comprehensive scheme called a clearing house for duplicates, 
whereby librarians could supply their mutual wants without 
expense. It was a beautiful theory, but it soon struck several 
snags. One was the cost of transportation ; another was the 
discovery that time is money; a third, and a fatal one, was the 
tendency of human nature to overvalue what is mine in com- 
parison with what is thine. So this brilliant idea, which went 
up like a rocket, came down like a stick, and is seldom revived. 
Before the Congregational Library was moved from the old build- 
ing on Somerset Street, its duplicates of all sorts were estimated 
to number 50,000. The cost of moving them was prohibitive; 
nearly all were sold for a trifle or given away. Very soon, how- 
ever, they began to accumulate again, and although some have 
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been sold from time to time, the room of the greater part has been 
found more precious than their company. During the past year 
a compromise has been effected. Many historical and statistical 
duplicates have been exchanged, chiefly with the library of Drew 
Theological Seminary, to the great advantage of our "class 16," 
which embraces the history and statistics of other denominations 
than our own. A fraction of the time of one assistant is now 
given to sorting and classifying the duplicates as they come in, 
so that we may be ready for similar openings. On the other 
hand, after lumping some of the less useful material with that 
of no value, we have found dealers who were willing to clear out 
several shelves in bulk, and by repeating this process we hope 
to avoid being choked by future accessions. 

Among the books added to the regular series the first place 
belongs to some scarce old volumes bearing on early Congrega- 
tionalism in England, their titles being listed in Dr. Dexter's great 
bibliography. They range in date from Eburne's " Maintenance 
of the Ministerie " (1609) to Chauncey's " Catholique Hierarchie " 
(1681). With these came a still earlier volume, not found in 
Dexter : Thomas Norton's " Warning against the Dangerous Prac- 
tices of Papistes" (1569). It is a beautiful, black letter book, 
closing with the prayer in bold type, "God saue our Queene 
Elizabeth and confound her enemies." 

Of the publications of the year, the one that stands far and 
away at the head for our purposes is the massive " History of 
English Congregationalism," the posthumous work of R. W. Dale, 
edited and completed by his son. In about eight hundred large 
octavo pages the story is traced from the earliest times to the 
International Council of 1891, with incidental references to 
the present century. The book is a worthy companion to Dexter's 
"Congregationalism of the Last Three Hundred Years," which 
it resembles closely in form and partly in scope. Another English 
book that deserves mention as a fine example of bibliography is 
the third and concluding volume of Edward Arber's republication 
of the "Term Catalogues, 1 668-1 709." 

On this side the sea three reference works of the first im- 
portance have appeared. One of these comes from Chicago, the 
third volume of Charles Evans's stupendous " American Bibliog- 
raphy," covering the years 1751-64. The other two are monu- 



ments of Boston industry: first, the index to fifty volumes of the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society's Register (this index 
is still in course of publication); next, the magnificent work, in 
two volumes, by our enterprising Boston publisher, Mr. Little- 
field, " The Early Massachusetts Press." This well deserves 
the epithet de luxe, being published in sumptuous form by the 
Club of Odd Volumes. The Congregational Library gives a 
welcome equally hearty to the humbler documents which tell the 
story of our own churches and workers. A collection of manu- 
scripts whose value will increase with time has been presented 
by Rev. Dean A. Walker. It relates to the religious develop- 
ment of Mount Desert Island. Another set of manuscripts, given 
by Miss Bliss, sister of Rev. Charles Bliss, a former fellow-laborer 
in the Congregational House, treats of the New West Education 
Commission. One of the present workers in this building, Sec- 
retary Barton, has published a book on "The Missionary and 
His Critics," which ought to stop some caviling mouths. The 
missionary literature of the year has been unusually fresh and 
full, both in the foreign and the home fields ; but space forbids 
details, except to state the bare fact that we have the concluding 
■volume of Dr. Dennis's great work, "Christian Missions and 
Social Progress." Very important additions to the reference 
library are Hastings's " Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels " 
and the " Catholic Encyclopaedia," each confined as yet to its 
first volume. 

Returning to our own especial field, we must be content with 
a mere mention of Prof. Williston Walker's important work on 
" John Calvin," oi Heermance's " Democracy in the Church," of 
Foster's " New England Theology," and of " Plymouth Memories," 
by the venerable W. T. Davis, of that Pilgrim town. We have 
received also the published records of the First Church in Cam- 
bridge and the memorial volume on the Congregational ministers 
and churches in Kansas. 

Announcement was made in last year's report of a bequest 
of books by Mr. Arthur W. Tyler, then recently deceased. The 
Library has now received these volumes, numbering 440, about 
half of which have been on deposit here for several years. In the 
report for 1900 attention is called to the value of this collection, 
especially for students of the Greek text of the New Testament. 
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To the particular volumes named there should be added the rare 
and valuable edition of Wetzstein's Greek Testament, in two 
folio volumes (Amsterdam, 175 1, 1752). The Tyler collection 
includes also many books relating to other subjects; a fine set, 
for instance, of the subscription edition of Knight's "Pictorial 
History of England " (eleven volumes). Among other donors are 
Rev. Dr. Plumb, of Boston, and Mrs. Cdt£, of Lowell, the former 
sending us seventy-three miscellaneous books, the latter a finely 
bound set of "Le Citoyen Franco- Am^ricain." 

Thus far this report has dealt chiefly with additions ; a more 
painful subject is that of subtractions. Less than most libraries 
of its size, but still to some extent, the Congregational Library 
has suffered from petty thievery, commonly of the newer books 
that are salable, the precious old books being kept under lock 
and key. At present the utmost vigilance is being exercised by 
the whole Library force, and the experiment has lately been tried 
of asking all unknown visitors to register their names and ad- 
dresses. Since this measure was adopted the losses appear to 
have ceased, and thus the visitors' book is likely to be worth 
more as a preventive than as a collection of autographs. 

It should be noted that the use of the Library is on the 
increase. Against 7,500 visitors reported the previous year, 
there were more than 8,000 this year. Probably the greater 
part of these people stroll in merely to dip into the magazines, 
to glance at the objects of interest, to rest, or to meet friends. 
Still, there is a large and increasing constituency of earnest 
students, glad to avail themselves of the privileges which the 
Library was established to provide. This is especially true of 
the departments of theology and religion, of Congregational polity, 
of statistics, of political and social science. It was a wise fore- 
thought that established in the Library, nearly twenty years ago, 
a department of sociology. Hardly a day passes without drafts 
upon that department by members of the School for Social 
Workers connected with Simmons College. 

The personnel of the Library suffers greatly by the departure 
of our beloved Miss Stone, whose place can never be filled ; but 
the other three assistants are carrying on the regular work with 
energy and supplying this lack as far as possible. An event of 
more than common interest was the reception in the Library last 



It 

November to Rev. C G Carpenter; in other words, the " honor- 
ing of Mr. Martin " by the children and their elders, a picture 
long to be remembered by those who witnessed it An informal 
but continuous reception, whenever business permitted him to 
be visible, was also the portion of Dr. Grenfell, of Labrador, 
throughout his two visits. Such welcome though infrequent 
social features give a foretaste of the happy estate whereunto the 
Congregational House may sometime glow. 

In closing we would emphasise once more the value of the 
historical materials that are stored here* The lapse of time is 
continually bringing into prominence publications that once seemed 
too insignificant to be preserved. Experience teaches us, or at 
any rate it teaches librarians, that since everything good which 
was ever written was written by somebody, it will be sought 
after and prized at that somebody's centennial and, a foriitri, at 
his bicentennial As with men, so with churches. In these days 
of many celebrations the wisdom of Dr. Dexter, Dr» Anderson, 
and the other founders of the Congregational library Association 
is freshly vindicated. And so may the festive seasons recur 
until past and future blend in the eternal present 



GIFTS TO THE CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY 

Janet 1906— May, 1907 



Vols. 



Ackerman, Herbert N., Medford 

Adams, Charles Francis, Boston 

Advance Publishing Company, Chicago, newspapers .... 

Ainsworth, Rev. Israel, Rockport ' 

Albree, John, Swampscott 

Alcott, Rev. William P., Boxford 

Allen, Rev. Ernest B., Toledo, O 

Alvord, Rev. Henry C, South Weymouth, 1 MS 

American Academy of Political and Social Science, Philadelphia, Pa., 
American Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphia .... 

American Bible Society, New York, N. Y 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, 

newspapers 

American Colonisation Society, Washington, D. C 

American Marathi Mission, Ahmednagar, India 

American Missionary Association, Boston 

American National Red Cross, Washington, D. C 

American Peace Society, Boston 

American Seamen's Friend Society, New York, N. Y. 

American Statistical Association, Boston 

American Sunday School Union , Philadelphia, newspapers . 

American Unitarian Association, Boston 

Amherst College, Amherst 

Anderson, Rev. Asher, D.D., Cambridge 

Andover Theological Seminary, Andover 

Andover Townsman, newspapers 

Argonaut Publishing Company, San Josl, Cal., 1 paper 

Art Metal Construction Company, Jamestown, N. Y 

Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y 

Auburndale Congregational Church, newspapers 

Babb, Rev. Thomas E., H olden, 1 MS 

Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me 

Barnes, Rer. Stephen G., D.D., St. Johnsbury, Vt 

Barnett, Rev. John H., Indianapolis, Ind 

Barton, Rev. James L., D.D., Newton Center 

Barton, Rev. W. E., D.D., Oak Park, 111 

Berle, Rev. A. A., D.D., Salem 

Biggers, Rev. L. J., Girard, Ala 

Blake, Francis E., Boston 

Bliss, Miss Julia M., Longmeadow, 8 MSS 

Boston-Alaskan Society, Boston 

Boston, Associated Charities • 

Boston, Benevolent Fraternity of Churches 

Boston Book Company 

Boston, Cemetery Department 

Boston, Central Church 

Boston Children's Friend Society 

Boston City Auditor's Department 

17 
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1 
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1 
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14 



1 
12 

1,084 
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11 

11 

8 



6 
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Little Comptoo, R. I., United Congregational Church 

Locu, Rev. Barton A., Marshfield, 1 MS 

Lutheran Quarterly, Gettysburg, Pa 

Lyon, Rev. William H., D.D., Brooklinc 

Macfarland, Rev. C. S., Sooth Norwalk, Conn., 1 MS. 

Marvin, Rev. Frederick R., Albany, N. Y 

Massachusetts Board of Education, Boston 

Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor, Boston .... 

Massachusetts General Association 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, Boston 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston 

Massachusetts New-Church Union, Boston 

Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded, Waltham 
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Boston , 
Massachusetts State Agricultural Department, Boston .... 

Massachusetts State Board of Charity, Boston 

Massachusetts State Board of Insanity, Boston 

Massachusetts Total Abstinence Society, Boston, leaflets 
Massachusetts Woman's Christian Temperance Union, Boston . 

Meadrille Theological School, Meadrille, Pa 

Means, Rer. Frederick H., Winchester 

Merrill, Rer. Charles C, Winchendon, 1 MS 

Merrill, Rev. Charles H., D.D., St. Johnsbury, Vt 

Middlebory College, Middlebury, Vt 

Middlesex Union Conference 

Mills, Rev. Benjamin Fay, Los Angeles, Cal 

Miner, Rev. Henry A., Madison, Wis 

Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn 

Moore, Rev. John, Boston 

Moore, Rev. William, Wyoming, 111 

Morse, Rev. Warren, Brewer, Me., 1 MS 

Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley 

Mowry, William A., Hyde Park 

Moxom, Rev. Philip S., D.D., Springfield 

Mudge, Rev. James, Jamaica Plain 

Munger, Rev. T. T., D.D., New Haven, Conn 

Muss-Arnolt, Prof. William, Boston 

National Council, Boston 

National League for the Protection of the Family, Aubumdale . 

Natural Autoforce Ventilator Company, Boston 

New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston .... 
New England Sabbath Protective League, Boston .... 

New England Society in the City of New York 

New Jersey Historical Society, Newark, N.J 

Newkirk, Rev. W. D., Mooresville, N. C 

Newton Free Library, Newton 

Newton Theological Institution, Newton Center 

New York State Education Department, Albany, N. Y. 

New York State Library, Albany, N. Y. 

New York City, Broadway Tabernacle 

New York Mercantile Library 

New York, New Haven, and Hartford Railroad 

New Zealand Government, Department of Tourist and Health 

Resorts 

Nichols, Rev. John R., D.D., Marietta, O 

North Adams, First Congregational Church 

Nunc Licet Press, Philadelphia, Pa 
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Vols. Pphs. Per. 

Sturtevant, Rev. J. M., D.D., Chicago, 111 1 

Suggestion Publishing Company, Chicago, 111 1 

Sullivan, Rev. Edward T., Newton Center 8 

Sullivan, Hon. J. A., Washington, D. C 1 

Superintendent of Immigration, Ottawa, Canada 1 

Taylor, F. C, Weeping Water, Neb 1 

Taylor, Rev. John G., Arlington Heights, 1 MS 

Tewkabury, Rev. G. A., Concord, 1 MS 

Thayer, William W., Uxbridge 1 

Theosophkal Society in America, New York, N. Y 4 

Thomas, Rev. Reuen, D.D., Brookline 8 

Thompson, Slason, Chicago, 111 1 

Thought Magazine, Chicago, 111 1 

Thrall, Rer. J. Brainerd, Leicester, 1 MS 

Todd, Thomas, Concord 2 

Toledo, O., Washington St. Congregational Church .... 12 

Toogaloo University, Tougaloo, Miss 7 

Towne, Hon. Charles A., Washington, D. C 1 

Trinity College, Hartford, Conn 1 

Trueblood, Benjamin F., LL.D., Newton Highlands .... 6 

Tafts College 1 1 

Tweedy, Rer. Henry H., Bridgeport, Conn. 2 1 

Union Theological Seminary, New York, N. Y 6 

United States Bureau of American Ethnology, Washington, D. C. 1 

United States Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C 6 22 

United States Department of Commerce and Labor, Washington, D. C. 6 6 

United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C. . 7 19 

United States Geological Survey, Washington, D. C, 4 folios 18 12 

United States Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. . 3 

University Digest, Chicago 1 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich 2 1 

University of Upsala, Sweden 18 8 

University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt 2 1 

Vermont Bible Society, Montpelier, Vt 5 

Vivisection Reform Society, Chicago, 111 3 

Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Ind 15 

Waldron, Rev. Daniel W, Boston 12 5 

Walker, Joseph B., Concord, N. H 1 

Walker, Prof. Willis ton, D.D., New Haven, Conn 1 

Walz, Rev. Ernest L., San Francisco, Cal 1 

Washburn College, Topeka, Kan 1 

Waterbury, Conn., Third Congregational Church, 1 MS. 

Waverly, 111., Congregational Church 1 

Webster Groves, Mo., First Congregational Church .... 1 

Wellesley College, Wellesley 2 2 

Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn 1 1 

Western Reserve University, Cleveland, 1 

Weston, Thomas, Boston 1 

Wheeler, Rev. Wilson C, Seneca, Kan 1 

White, Rev. Eliot, Worcester 2 

White, Miss Emma E., Cambridge 1 14 71 

Whitley, Rev. John E., Lebanon, N. H., 1 MS 

Whiton, Rev. James M., D.D., New York, N. Y 1 

Whittelsey, Rev. Charles M., Providence, R. 1 1 

Whittier, Rev. Charles, Bangor, Me 1 

Williams College, Williamstown 1 

Wisconsin State Historical Society, Madison, Wis 1 

Woman's Board of Missions, Boston 1 1 12 



Yale IiivLciiv School, Kn Hares. Conn t 

Vale UDiTtnhr. Nn Hiri>, Com 1 6 

Vorke, Rct. Burt L , Weal Medford. t MS 

Vounn Men's Christian Auociationi ul North America, International 

Commill«. New York, N.Y 1 

Total 70MSS. H2 I -'TO 1,819 

Ne»>paper» and leaflet] not counted. 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 
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American Congregational association 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-four 
An Act to incorporate the Congregational Library Association, at Boston 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative*, in General Court assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section 1. Rufus Anderson, Joseph S. Clark, Julius A. Palmer, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Congregational Library Association, 
at Boston, for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating a library of the religious history ana 
literature of New England, and for the erection of a suitable building for the accommodation of 
the same, and for the use of charitable societies, with all the powers and privileges, and subject 
to all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sac. 2. Said corporation may hold real or personal estate, necessary and convenient for the 
purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the income whereof shall be devoted to the aforesaid purposes. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April 12, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Congregational Library Association, at Boston, is hereby authorised to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by law to hold ; provided that no part of 
said amount shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase ot a suitable site, and the 
erection or preparation of a suitable building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, 
as set forth in the Act of Incorporation passed April twelfth, in the year eighteen hundred ana 
fifty-four. 

Sbc. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
April 24, 1868.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Congregational Library Association is hereby authorised to change its 
name, and to take the name of the American Congregational Association. 

Sbc. 2. In addition to the powers heretofore granted said corporation, it is hereby author- 
ized to do such acts as may promote the interest of Congregational churches — by publishing 
works ; by furnishing libraries and pecuniary aid to parishes, churches, and Sabbath-schools ; 
promoting friendly intercourse and cooperation among Congregational ministers and churches, 
and with other denominations ; and by collecting and disbursing Tunds for the above object. 

Sac 3. This act shall take effect on its passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 10, 1864.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The American Congregational Association, at Boston, is hereby authorised to 
hold real and personal estate to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addi- 
tion to the amount that said corporation is now authorised by law to hold. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved by the Governor, Febru- 
ary 24, 1871.] 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The American Congregational Association is hereby authorised to increase its 
capital stock by adding thereto a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to invest 
such portion thereof in real and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient for the pur- 
poses for which it was incorporated. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, February 21, 1808.] 
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CONSTITUTION 

■Vim. 1.1 I, Tiie name of I hi- body thill belhtAlniitAiiC™r.nr,.iTiiiv.L Ai-.-.h;i, 
Ait It Hit object of ihii Association ahill be to seem* the uiiuu, in the ci 

ol Boiloo. (.1 j CMMMVinUJ Hun, for the m**tin(i of the body. Ibt a 

11™ n[ i>i library, and lor (he lunhaun of in 

1 lihiir* Of hooka, pamphlet*, and mioascr-ipra. a 
-■— — a eta —within Ihc «-'- - 




rhenliip. Life and A 

o.ir dollar cub, parable rn Ihe first day of May 

under llle provision* ..I itirr. article shall It applied ei.. . I Ihe Library. 

Decline, and who itllll xm lot Ihc year, and until their socmen be 
Prerident; two Vice-Presidents ; a Cemaponding and Recording Sccre- 
nwnm B the lailbiu] pcrfDrmancc of hit dnlies.and aim act at Secretary 
tcton: a Librarian ; a Treasurer; an Assistant Treasurer; and an Auditor 
— all of whom lhall perform the duties uiual (o then omens — and 1 Board ol Director* cutt- 
.i.tini nl thirty mem ben, ol which the Secretary and Treasurer shall be memben ri MS, re 
Ten member. r>l the Board dull constitute a quorum lor the transaction of business. Should 
any vacancy occur In the list ol officer* and Directon at any time diirinj the year, either bj 
failure to elect or by reaton of resignation or otherwise, the Board of Directon nay Gil the 
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_ _JI jpecia/me* . 

. ■! she \ ■■■..!.: linn. . rn wbenei'iT tl: reeled by vine of the Board of Directon. The annual and 
all special meetings ihall be called by published notice in the Orihodoi Conereglliaeial weekly 
newspeircrs of Boston, at lean ooe week liel, ,rc 'In tncetii-fi, or liv mi.Ii ..ther method at Ihe 

)■■■■.! I Hiii-ci'T 'inv deem r.f..|ier. -Ml hjIIf lor special meetings ol [he Association ahaJI 

■late the apecifi. objeii "I .utli ni..-iur.(i, and no other business than that for which a speciai 
meeting waa called shall be considered or transacted at any such meeting- In Ihe ih*r" or 
irubililv nl the Secretary I" act. r.i.ticcj uoder this article may be issued by the President 
T.cn.y memben shall be 



otice having been given ol tin- naiur, ■■! 



the proposed altera I 



BY-LAVS 

I. Annual Mnmn. The eierrieea shall be : (1) Prayer. (2) Report* of Directon and 
other officer., and action thereon. (3) Election of officers, (a) And Bach other boaineaa is may 
legally come before the meeting. 

II. Dihctou. Thefinl meeting of the Directon (hall be held in the Congregational 
Hoiue within fourteen days from the annual meeting on the call of the Secretary, 

Al this meeting they lhall chooec by ballot 1 Chairman and a Finance Committee and a 
Library Committee, each of three memben, and a House Committee of five memben, to serve 
(or Ihe year and until their successors (hill be elected. The Directon shall bold regular quarterly 
meetings. Special meeting! shall be called hy the Secretary, upon ihe written or oia! order ol the 
Chairman, or upon the written request of three memben of the Board. In the absence or in- 
ability of the Secretary to act, notices under this By-Law may be Issued by the Prendent. The 
Firrar.ee Committee, ■Object 10 Ihe approval of the Board of Directon, shall have the control and 
disposal ol ill moneys belonging to the Association. The Library Committee, subject to the 
approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint the Librarian's assistants, fia the salaries of 

care ol the Library * r ilicy may deem proper, arid ' " ' ' ' 

the Library. The House Committee shall have g 

Stlonal Home, including the letting and leasing tnereol, ana snail appoint a custodian or 
niter, arid such other employees aa they shall deem necessary, ind, subject to the approval 

charged lo the tenant*. These 10m in liters shall report to the Association at the annual meeting 

have charge of the Library, and shall be responsible fee Its care, condition, ana order. 

m by a vote of two-thirds of the memben present and voting. 
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